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Explore
Endeavour
Excel
Courage to fly!
Upcoming Events
7th Feb Safer Internet
Day
8th Feb R trip to Science
Museum
9th Feb Sharman Class
Assembly 08:45
13th Feb—17th Feb HALF
TERM
20th Feb INSET
2nd Mar World Book Day
ALL CHILDREN TO BE
DRESSED AS A
CHARACTER FROM A
BOOK THAT THEY CAN
BRING WITH THEM.
9th March Seacole Class
Assembly 08:45

Dear Parents and Carers,
This week I wanted to highlight an aspect of our academy community that often goes unnoticed –
our diversity. Priory has 28 spoken languages recorded within the school and 32 different listed
ethnicities. These numbers are probably conservative and don’t account for the huge range of
previous experiences and differences in our children’s lives. This is why, even in this time of political
and social flux that we continue to demonstrate the tolerance and understanding I see each morning
on the gate. Priory has never shied away from an objective discussion of children’s understanding of
equality and diversity – and never will.
Children of all ages require not just an academic education but also an education in life. They need
to have respect and understanding for all. This will never be achieved by turning away from difficult
conversations and by forcing difference underground, by not acknowledging and accepting it we do
a disservice to not only our class figureheads like Emeline Pankhurst and Mary Seacole but also to
ourselves.
If we do not permit children to explore these concepts, they will never be able to gather objective
evidence and without objective evidence backing your findings, we are creating a generation who
treat opinion as fact and act upon their immediate prejudices. Age is irrelevant as children build
these fears and prejudices from their earliest days; Priory is not in the business of telling anyone
what to think, but we do try to educate the children on how to think.
To do that we need to hear all view points and all ideas – children are great social sponges and the
number of children speaking to us regarding American politics, from all years has been truly
staggering. We will always be objective and allow children to talk through ideas they find
challenging. Let’s hope as an adult community we can remain as open minded and tolerant as our
children.
Have a great weekend – Mr Martlew and the Staff

8th Mar International
Women's Day
13th Mar SCIENCE WEEK
Yr2 Open Class 15:00—
16:00
N Open Class times for
week in N newsletter
14th Mar Yr3 Open Class
15:00—16:00
15th Mar R Wetland Trip
Yr1 Open Class 15:00—
16:00
16th Mar R Open Open
Class 15:00—16:00
17th Mar INSET
28th MarSpring Art
Exhibition Yrs 1, 2 & 3
15:30—16:00
30th Mar
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Year 1: topics next week: English - creating own our 5 part story about our favourite
toy going missing. Maths - using number bonds to 10 and 20 to bridge in addition and
subtraction.
Thursday 9th is Year 1 science day based on animals.
Nursery: book of the week: aliens in underpants save the world. In maths we will be
talking about and making our own patterns. The phonics sounds are: e,l,h,sh, r. We will
also be designing a pair of pants for an alien!
Reception: book of the week is Aliens in underpants. In maths we are exploring 3D
shapes. Reception trip on the 8th of February. Children need an empty bag and a bottle
of water for the trip.
Year 2: mental arithmetic week and writing in role.
Year 3: volcanoes and ecosystems, shape and space/area and perimeter
YEAR 3 APPEAL
Lots of small plastic bottles next week so we can make volcanoes in Geography
Also clear 2 litre ones for making terrariums
School Readathon
School Readathon is drawing to a close, so please encourage your children to read as much as they can
over the weekend. On Thursday 9th February 2017 please bring your child’s sponsorship card and
money to school and hand it to their class teacher. Thank you to everyone who has taken part and
happy reading.
Konsty

Lucian
Lucus

Layla

Top
Table: 3
&2

Alice

Dylan

Callum

Top
Table:
1&R

Iman

Alafia

Ilona

Elin

Elemi
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Year 2 at Kew Gardens

Number Day
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Friday 3rd February 2017

ARK PRIORY PRIMARY
ACADEMY ASSOCIATION

Upcoming Events
for your Diary . . .
Friday 3rd March
Year 3 Bake sale
3pm school playground

EASTER FAIR
The Ark Priory Easter Fair is taking place on Friday 24th March,

Friday 24th March
PRIORY EASTER FAIR

and we’d love any volunteers who’d like to help organise the
event, or help on the day. These amazing fundraising events can
only take place with your help, so do get involved if you can.
Email APPAA or talk to your class rep
(appaacommittee@gmail.com)

Can you help?
Does anyone have any photos from the Christmas Fair featuring
either the face painting area or anything showing our sponsors
More Space? More Space would love to have any for their
records of the event. Email to: appaacommittee@gmail.com

GREEN FINGERS, ANYONE?
A CALL OUT TO ANY ENTHUSIASTIC GARDENERS AMONGST OUR PRIORY COMMUNITY
the school would love to plant up the beds in the playground with vegetables and herbs etc and
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they need volunteers (knowledgable or otherwise!) to offer up their time and energy. If you can
help, please get in touch with Miss Steele (jacqui.steele@arkprioryprimary.org) or APPAA
(appaacommittee@gmail.com).

ARK PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY ASSOCIATION
APPAA Committee Meeting Minutes
30.1.17 at 7.45pm
Kings Head Pub, Acton High Street
1. Apologies: Kirsty, Jess, Zoe, Valentina, Leisel
2. Upcoming events:
Nursery bakesale on Friday 3rd Feb. Penny and Nursery reps happy with the
planning/organization.
Action: Re posters for events/bakesales, current and previous reps to send all posters to APPAA
for saving to Dropbox to build up a catalogue of posters etc (all reps)
EASTER FAIR:
This year have Easter event as just Priory, but Byron are welcome to come along and buy!
Managed by Priory. Artisan & Vintage cake sale, teas, coffees, kids’ dressing up, bar, arts and crafts,
food, facepainting,
Action: Shout out in newsletter for helpers/organisers at Easter fair needed. (Anna)
Need to check with school regarding the Easter Egg Hunt. Should this be done as last year where it
is funded by APPAA (and APPAA provides the necessary items), and co-ordinated by both APPAA
and school, to take place during the school day in the playground. Timings need to be
agreed/confirmed with school.
Action: JS/TM to be asked (Vic?)
3. Dates going into 2017/2018:
SOCIALS: 16th March date in the diary for a Priory-wide social. Turnout at last event on 26th
January was very low. Perhaps APPAA committee should no longer be involved in organizing
socials, just fundraising? Should APPAA still set in diary events for each year group, making sure
there are no conflicts in the school diary, but hand over to class reps to organize? Or should year
group socials be the responsibility of the reps only and it’s up to them to check there is no conflict
with other school-wide events?
APPAA should still be in charge of:
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 New parent event @ beginning of Sep
 Fundraising events every term – whole school, such as bingo, quiz night etc
 Big summer event (non-fundraising)?
Problem is how to reach the parents/carers who aren’t coming to the socials? Can reps get
together and try and come up with a solution? Some ideas? Perhaps a mini event: Eid, Ramadan
celebration? On a Saturday, perhaps? Around May instead of Kirsty’s football day? May 11th
instead of social evening? Have 15th June as a ticketed fundraising event?
ACTION: Bring up at next meeting. 16 March social no longer a whole school event, but slot will be
taken over as a Year 3 social. Year 3 reps to advise further details.
Working with Ark Byron:
APPAA are very keen to carry on hosting joint events with Bryon whilst we are sharing a school
building, so the next main event being the Summer Fair 2017. This has been fed back to ABPA and
we’re awaiting their response.
4. APPAA Funds:
Update on sponsorship:
O’Shea (contractors building the new Oaks) are sponsoring high vis jackets for the school. 125 (60
small, 60 medium, 5 adults) jackets. School logo and wording of Ark Priory. There will also be a
competition at the school, where children design a picture which will go on the hoarding with the
winning child’s name. O’Shea will also do a site visit for the children.
Expenditure Funds:
Funds from Xmas Fair: £2,500 (£500 per year group) to go on educational Lego sets and coding
robots. The school are researching this and will come back to APPAA with exact figure.
Future funding goals: APPAA admin/finance team to meet with JS/TM to discuss future
fundraising goals for the year ahead.
APPAA runnings costs:
Running costs of £255 for laminating, shed, locks etc etc. Vote taken and agreed.
5. Update from class reps:
Reception social: this term they may do a Saturday event to reach out to more parents.
Year 1: social on 12th January. Not great turnout.
Year 3: will do social on 16th March.
Year 2: had social. 15 people.
Nursery: thinking of doing a lunch? Perhaps after primary places have been allocated?
WHAT’S APP:
Reception: now has two different groups. One is for general chat and one group is dedicated to
only notices and reminders from reps with incoming messages not encouraged. See if it will work.
Lots of people left because there was too much chat.
What’s app guidelines have been updated again to include reference to not mentioning other
people’s children on What’s app in a negative way. And a reminder to parents/carers that What’s
app is a forum and once a comment is posted, it has been ‘published’ and is therefore out in the
public domain.
Contact List updates: reminder from Luciana to update lists and feed back to her so she can
update master lists.
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Action: Luciana to ask office what happens when new student joins the school? Does the office
need a new supply of APPAA packs? There needs to be a system in place so new families know
how/who to contact at APPAA etc and so APPAA get their contact details.
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APPAA ‘What’s App’ Usage Guidelines
REVISED 03.02.17
APPAA maintains a ‘What’s App’ Group for the parents/carers in each year group. This is intended as
a forum to ask questions about immediate issues, such as when homework is due, and for class
representatives to remind parents of events and activities.
Inspired by the successful Reception 2015-2016 ‘What’s App’ group, which shared ideas, aided
communication amongst parents and fostered a sense of community, as well as deflecting
unnecessary questions away from the teachers, APPAA decided to emulate this group format across
the year groups. To keep everyone safe and happy on the group, the committee has compiled some
polite rules and etiquette that will be common across the school groups.
Points to note:




The group is run by parents for parents. It should not replace or substitute communication by or with
school for relevant matters.
The posts in the group chat are opinions of the individuals, not the group as a whole and not that of the
school.
The group is intended for the parents and carers of children in the specific year group only.

Please DO use the chat for:







Immediate questions about school business, e.g. what date homework is due in.
Reminders about school and APPAA events - e.g. meeting times, bake sale dates, donations for school
fair
Lost property notices
Sharing and swapping relevant stuff - e.g. spare uniform, costumes for dressing up days etc.
Relevant community notices -e.g. family events in the local area that may be of interest
Sharing information about school that may be useful to others e.g. if you join for school lunch one
Friday you may want to share the experience with others, or your childs’ experience at after school
clubs to help others decide if it is right for them

Please DO NOT use the chat for:







General casual chats - we are really pleased that there is a lively, friendly parent community at school,
but there are in excess of 60 people in some of our groups, so a little banter can soon escalate to a
huge amount of messages. Then important messages get lost, which makes the group ineffective and
daunting to the more infrequent users. We ask you to consider carefully what you post and how it
comes across to others.
School notices on behalf of school (unless specifically requested to help in the case of emergency or
urgency e.g. school closed due to plumbing failure). Whilst the forum can be used to remind people of
school events and business it should not be used as a replacement for school communication, on
behalf of the teachers or the office for example. If a teacher wishes to communicate something to all
parents in a class or year group, school should communicate that via the formal channels. As a
significant number of parents and carers are not represented on this group, information will not be
distributed as intended.
Posting private information about your child e.g. Medical records, school report, or comments on other
peoples’ children.
Posting photos/videos of the children at class events, outings etc. In order to safeguard children, and
on request of the school senior management, please do not publish these sorts of photos/videos to the
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What's Apps groups, however well intentioned, as some parents do not consent to images of their
children being published on social media.

Etiquette
On behalf of APPAA Committee, there will be a moderator reviewing the posts for each year group
(usually one or more of the Class Reps). Rude or inappropriate posts will not be tolerated. The
APPAA moderator will be PM’ing anyone who uses the forum inappropriately and offenders may be
removed from the group.







Don’t ask unnecessary questions that may be answered on the newsletter or school website or in the
school handbook, please do check these sources first.
Don't answer a question unless you really do know the answer, guesses just confuse, and no-one
needs to know if you also don't know the answer!
If you need to privately message anyone in the group, remember that you can view the group members
by tapping the group name and scrolling down. It would be helpful if all members had a meaningful
name and photo on their What's App profile to aid identification.
Don’t post adverts, religious or motivational ‘meme’s’, political statements or anything that may be
deemed offensive or is irrelevant to the school year group community.
Please remember that any other ‘unofficial’ Priory parent What's App groups are not the responsibility
of APPAA
Please remember that any messages or images etc that are added to this group chat, like any social
media, are in the public domain, so we request you are mindful of what you post.

We hope that all parents and carers who are not yet part of it will decide to join their
child's year group What’s App group – for it to be truly successful it should span entire parent
community! Contact your Class Reps to be added to the group. Give it a try if you are not sure, you
are always free to change your mind!
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The Giving Machine Update
Free money for our school whilst
you shop online
ARK Priory is registered with The
Giving Machine to help generate
ongoing donations for the school
and so far we have managed to
raise just over £795 for shopping
online.
Every time you shop online at
hundreds of retailers you can help
generate free cash donations by
signing up to The Giving Machine at
http://www.thegivingmachine.
co.uk/
So if you are a regular shopper at
John Lewis, Amazon, Tesco,
Sainsburys, Boden, Next, Ebay (and
the list goes on and on), you can
raise cash for free!

The Giving Machine is the only not for
profit, social enterprise helping shoppers
like you generate free cash donations for
the causes you want to support, every
time you shop online. You can find ARK
Priory Primary on The Giving Machine site
via the following link:
Ark Priory Primary School on
TheGivingMachine
<http://www.thegivingmachine.
co.uk/beneficiary.php?ben_id= 63154>
It is so easy to sign up – you just need to
have an email and think of a password
and your account will be created. You can
then add your cause and start shopping
and earning donations.
So, happy shopping and fundraising for
Ark Priory and if you have any questions
drop us an email
at appaacommitte@gmail.com or find
Charlotte Newlands who will be happy to
help.
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