Explore
Endeavour

Excel
Courage to
fly!
Dear Parents and Carers,
I would like to say a huge thank you to all the parents/carers who helped run the second-hand uniform sale last Friday.
A whopping £420 was raised for the school via APPAA. Thank you all! If you missed this but are looking for some
uniform for your child/ren, please contact the APPAA team who will be happy to help.
I would like to take this opportunity to say ‘Eid Mubarak’ to all our families who will be celebrating Eid next week. I
hope you have a blessed day with your family in celebration and wish you all health and happiness. Please let our office
know if your child/ren will be absent for this day so we can register the absence with the correct code. Thank you in
advance.
Have a lovely weekend.
Miss Grasso

Stars and Authors of the Week
Well done to this week’s stars and authors!
Child’s
Name

Class
6 SOMMERVILLE

5

SOTW:
Malik
AOTW:
Malak

MOZART

4

SOTW:
Arek
AOTW:
Anoushey

CURIE

3 ARCHIMEDES

2

SHARMAN

SOTW:
Ola

SOTW:
Maral
AOTW:
Rhys
SOTW:
Charlene
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Karin

Class
EINSTEIN

SOTW: Ilona
MONET

PANKHURST

R

HENSON

SOTW: Thaliya

The Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame
Rachel de Souza, is launching a once-in-a-generation
review of children’s lives.

SOTW: Sofia

It’s called ‘The Childhood Commission’ and it will
identify the barriers preventing children reaching their
full potential and propose policy solutions to address
them.

BRUNEL
SOTW:
Kaja
ARMSTRONG

SOTW:
Dominic

SEACOLE

SOTW:
Alex

Get your child’s voice heard and
make a difference

FLEMING

SOTW:
Marina

1

Child’s Name
SOTW: Daniel
AOTW: Emilia

SHACKLETON

AOTW:
Malak
AOTW:
Zayd
SOTW:
Yusuf

At its heart is ‘The Big Ask’ – the largest ever
consultation held with children.
In this survey the Children’s Commissioner is asking
children and young people what they think is important
for their future and what is holding young people back.
The Children’s Commissioner will use what children
and young people tell her to show the Government
what they think and what they need to live happier
lives.
It’s an exciting opportunity to help us think big and it’s
a chance for every child in England to have their voice
heard.

Find out more and take part
Ark Priory Primary Academy is committed to safeguarding and equality
@arkpriory
02031100717
info@arkprioryprimary.org

Number Day at Ark Priory
Today was the NSPCC ‘Number Day’ at
Ark Priory Primary Academy. We had so
many exciting maths themed outfits
today such as t-shirts with numbers or
symbols related to maths (operations,
algebraic notation, clock faces, etc.) and
several pupils made their own clocks
like Ruben who is in Reception in the
photo below. Well done to all our pupils
and staff for such creativity!
Today was not only celebrate the
importance of maths but to raise money
for a worthy cause. Please click on the
link below to donate to the NSPCC.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraisin
g/daniela-grasso1

Mental Health Awareness Week
Next week is Mental Health Awareness week. The theme for this year is ‘Nature’. This
year we are highlighting the Five Ways to Wellbeing which are:
• Connect
• Be Active
• Take Notice
• Keep Learning
• Give
Mental Health UK have teamed with Paul Cummins MBE to colour blue tulips. Tulips
have been chosen because they have a colourful past. Mental Health UK have said,
“Having withstood a virus, it flourished brightly against all odds and flowers each spring.
Quite simply, the tulip is a timely emblem of hope and rebirth through adversity.”
This week, children will be colouring in and bringing home their blue tulips. Please ask
them about what they have been learning and if they would like to put their tulip in a
window to continue to raise awareness.
If you would like more information about Mental Health Awareness Week please follow
Ark Priory Primary Academy is committed to safeguarding and equality
the link below: https://mentalhealth-uk.org/get-involved/mental-health-awarenessdays/mental-health-awareness-week/#section-6
@arkpriory

02031100717
info@arkprioryprimary.org

Royal Mail Stamp Competition
We are asking all of our pupils to think about who their hero or heroes are, and to then design a stamp in
their honour as part of the Royal Mail Heroes stamp competition. The final eight stamps will be sent to Her
Majesty The Queen before they can be printed and issued. We will be sending all our entries together as a
school. Please read the attached information for parents and inform your class teacher via email if you would
not like your child/ren to participate.

Key Dates for Parents/Carers

Ark Priory Primary Academy is committed to safeguarding and equality
@arkpriory
02031100717
info@arkprioryprimary.org

Notices from APPAA*
Follow us on Twitter @APPAA_ArkPriory Contact us at appaacommittee@gmail.com
*APPAA is ARK Priory's Parents' Association, run by the school's parents and carers to raise funds,
hold events, and bring our academy community together. All Ark Priory parents and carers are
automatically members of the association because you are members of the community.

APPAA Second Hand Uniform Sale - £420 RAISED
Great total amount - ALL PROCEEDS TOWARDS ENRICHMENT
AND ACTIVITIES
Last week’s uniform sale and some later sales raised an amazing
£420!! Thanks to all who donated, helped and supported this sale;
we are so pleased to be able to offer the opportunity to re-use the
pre-loved and outgrown uniform and make additional funds for the
school. All proceeds go towards enrichment and activities for all
the children, for example, theatre trips - which we are pleased to
hear are being booked now by the school for outings later in the
year.

Collection in lieu of EID party -THANKS TO THOSE WHO CONTRIBUTED
£80 raised - GENEROUS GESTURE BY OUR COMMUNITY
APPAA received a generous donation of £80 collected from some of the Muslim community during
their Holy month of Ramadan this year, as we are unable to hold an Eid party this year due to
Coronavirus restrictions. Many thanks to Dek and Fatuma for organising this. We look forward to
future years when all our celebrations can take place as normal.

New events - SUMMER SOCIAL AND SUMMER RAFFLE!
SAVE THE DATE: Thursday 15 July - WE NEED YOU!
We are hopeful that we will be able to go ahead with a ‘Summer
Social’ party on Thursday 15th July, after school at 4pm. This will
tie in with ‘International Week’ at school, and will involve food,
drinks, music, maybe some performances - details TBC and
dependent on Covid restrictions, but we would like to start
planning this!
We need people to help with managing the event, artwork and communications, running a stall,
help with set up, and clear up on the day.
We are also planning a ‘Summer Raffle’ fundraiser that can take place regardless of whether the
social event can happen. This will require people to organise it, source prizes, and nearer the time
sell tickets.
Two separate ‘sub-committee’ WhatsApp groups will be set up by the APPAA Admin Team as a first
step. If you are interested to get involved with either of these events, please let us know at
appaacommittee@gmail.com
Ark Priory Primary Academy is committed to safeguarding and equality
@arkpriory
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info@arkprioryprimary.org

The future of APPAA - HELP US GROW
Everyone is welcome - MANY WAYS TO GET INVOLVED!
APPAA is our Parents’ Association and everyone who has a child at school is welcome to get
involved. We want to grow the Committee and rebuild the community that has been affected by
the pandemic. We also need to future proof the Committee to ensure continuation as some
members leave - we need fresh ideas and enthusiasm!!
These are positions we would love to hand over - do you have some time to commit and willingness
to get involved??
● General admin and project management: Answer queries, liaise with school leadership, pass
information to the class reps and wider parent community, plan the calendar of events.
● APPAA Newsletter: write notices for APPAA that are published in the Ark Priory newsletter
every week.
● Finance: are you interested in managing the accounts of the Association? We are looking for
someone to learn what is required/assist the current Treasurer with a view to taking over
the Treasurer role in 2022.
● The Wishing Tree: our yearly fundraiser to get the teacher’s ‘wish list’ items that are
beyond the normal school budget into the classrooms as soon as we can for the new school
year. We are looking for someone to assist our existing lead on this (starting in the Summer
Term after next year’s teachers have been confirmed.)

Ark Priory Primary Academy is committed to safeguarding and equality
@arkpriory
02031100717
info@arkprioryprimary.org

As always if you want to help out or have any notices for the newsletter please contact
appaacommittee@gmail.com for further information.
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5 Ways to
Wellbeing
#MentalHealthAwarenessWeek

10 - 16 May 2021

We're inviting you and your colleagues to immerse
yourself in our 5 Ways to Wellbeing campaign this
Mental Health Awareness Week!
The ‘5 Ways to Wellbeing’ are a set of pillars which are key to
improving our mental health. They’re geared around themes of
social connectedness, physical activity, awareness, learning, and
giving. Across the week, join us by building in some small yet
effective activities into your daily lives to better your mental health!

Connect

Be Active

Take Notice

Build new connections
in your life, be it through
friends, family, colleagues
or neighbours. Think of
these as the cornerstones of
your life and nurture them.

Exercise makes us feel
good. But you don’t need to
be a fitness fanatic to boost
your wellness. Whether it’s
walking, running, cycling or
dancing, just move in a way
that works for you.

Becoming more aware of
the world around us helps
us see the unusual and
notice simple pleasures.
Reflect on your experiences
and appreciate what
matters most.

Keep Learning

Give

Learning something
new keeps us engaged.
Try something different,
rediscover an old interest
or sign up to that course
you’ve always wanted to do!

Giving encapsulates many
things, from giving a gift or
donation, giving thanks or
giving your time through
volunteering. The key is
giving support to others.

Visit mentalhealth-uk.org/mhaw
for more info and to get involved
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