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Dear parents/carers, 

 

I hope you were able to get outside last weekend and enjoy the snow- please see below for some 

wonderful pictures of our reception pupils and their snowmen! Unfortunately, a date for a full 

return to school is still very unclear but the 8th March was mentioned in the House of Commons on 

Wednesday this week. Boris Johnson said a final decision would depend on meeting vaccination 

targets and schools would get two weeks' notice. As soon as we have any further information, we 

will inform parents/carers. 

I can confirm that our school will be closed to all pupils as planned for the February half term 

which starts from Friday 12th February for our network INSET day. Remote learning will not be 

provided during the holiday. School will reopen to our pupils attending community classrooms on 

Monday 22nd February and remote learning will continue for those at home from this date until 

further notice. 

I appreciate that this is a very challenging time for parents trying to balance their own work and 

support their children at home, and again, I thank you all for your commitment to the school and 

supporting your children at home- it cannot be an easy task for anyone! We are trying our best to 

make this as manageable as possible for our families and worked very hard on our new remote 

learning offer to incorporate all the feedback we received during the last lockdown. Some parents 

have asked to understand the rationale behind our remote learning offer and the number of live 

lessons we provide. I thought it was useful to share our rationale with the whole community. 

Our current offer is based on best practice for primary aged pupils, which is mixture of different 

methods of online learning in order to engage younger pupils in remote learning for no more than 

four hours per day for KS2 pupils. As you are aware, we currently offer a daily live lesson which is 

longer than recommended from the network, as well as recorded lessons from their own teachers, 

alongside platforms such as Oak Academy. As well as being best practice to support pupil 

engagement, this is also to support our teachers to manage their own workload, as they are 

currently providing feedback to all pupils for their core subjects daily, as well as plan and prepare 

their lessons in line with our school curriculum, in order to keep our pupils on track with their 

learning. We also have families with a wide range of different home lives, such as families with four 

children for example. Our current home learning offer gives families some flexibility, as they can 

access it when it suits them daily. 

I will be sending out a questionnaire about our remote learning offer in next week’s newsletter. 

Please complete it and make sure to add your feedback, constructive criticism as well as positive, 

as we are always looking at ways to improve what we do. Thank you in advance for your continued 

support. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Miss Grasso 
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Notices 

 

Travel to Tokyo!! 

The Travel to Tokyo challenge is all about getting young people active together with their families. 

The challenge from Team GB, Paralympics GB and Sport England uses the inspiration of the Tokyo 

2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games to get 5-11s and their families moving, aiming to build 

lasting active habits. 

Children get active and log their activity on the website’s dashboard. This helps the Priory Team 

gain kilometres on a virtual journey to Tokyo. Activities completed with family members gain more 

distance and will get us virtually to Tokyo faster. Teams take the tourist route and visit different 

cities which have previously hosted the Olympics and Paralympic Games (or will soon!). Children 

can watch Priory’s progress as everyone add their activities to the dashboard. 

https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo/log-activity 

School’s postcode: W3 8NR 

 

Children’s Mental Health Week – 1st- 5th February 2021 

 

Our teachers will be posting activities next week to engage pupils in mental health week.  

All pupils, both at home and in the community classrooms, will be encouraged to dress up on 

Monday 1st February as part of this week. The theme is ‘Express Yourself’. Pupils can wear 

an outfit that reflects who they are, for example, they may want to dress in their favourite colour, 

or wear an outfit that reflects their hobbies or interest. Staff, both in school, and at home will be 

taking part as well! 

There are a range of activities you can also do with your child at home. Please find the links below: 

• The Talking about Mental Health animated video is a really good explanation of mental 
health: 

https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/resources/talking-mental-health-animation-

teacher-toolkit/ 

• This is a really good resource for parents who are unsure of how to start a conversation with 
their child: 

https://mindedforfamilies.org.uk/Content/talking_to_my_child/#/id/59c0f796928ba1116a89171

6 

• This is a website full of videos which children can watch and focus on how they are feeling: 
https://www.stormbreak.org.uk/videos/filter 

• 1 minute squiggle game:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ozKW1M97JXE&feature=youtu.be 
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https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/resources/talking-mental-health-animation-teacher-toolkit/
https://mindedforfamilies.org.uk/Content/talking_to_my_child/#/id/59c0f796928ba1116a891716
https://mindedforfamilies.org.uk/Content/talking_to_my_child/#/id/59c0f796928ba1116a891716
https://www.stormbreak.org.uk/videos/filter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ozKW1M97JXE&feature=youtu.be


 

Ark Soane Academy 

Ark Schools are delighted to announce that, from an exceptionally 

strong field of candidates, they have appointed Matt Neuberger as 

the new Principal for Ark Soane Academy.  

Matt joins Ark Soane from Ark Putney Academy where, as Vice-
Principal, he has been a crucial member of the leadership team 
since 2015.  Over the last 6 years, he has led the sixth form, growing it from 65 to 170 students, and 
placing it for three years running in the top sixth forms nationally for progress.  More recently, he 
has also led on curriculum, timetabling and assessment.    

Matt originally trained with Teach First and worked in the Treasury and at HMRC.    

Matt will take up his position as Principal at Easter 2021.     

In order for prospective parents to meet Matt, and understand his vision for the school, we are 
holding two ‘Meet the Principal’ events for parents who have applied for, or are interested in, a 
Year 7 place for 2021:  

Thursday 4th February 5.30pm            Wednesday 10th February 5.30pm  

  
The events will take place on Zoom - if you would like to attend please email info@arksoane.org   
 
Screen free Day on Thursday 11th February 

Our prefects have been working virtually with Miss Grasso to prepare and plan an exciting and fun 

‘screen-free’ day for the whole school on Thursday 11th February. Information will be shared in 

next week’s newsletter about what the day will involve.  

mailto:info@arksoane.org


 


