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Ark Priory
Primary Academy
Newsletter
March 25th 2022

Dear parents/carers,
Thank you to those parents/carers who have completed the survey with regards to the shorter school day
proposal- it has given me a real insight to how some of the community is feeling about the proposed change.
The initial part of the consultation process is first to gather all views as per the letter sent last week. There are
clearly several misconceptions that have come to my attention, like teachers being paid more for working
longer hours, that do need to be addressed as part of this process.
Once the deadline has passed for all stakeholders to give their views, I will be informing the community of the
next steps with guidance from Ark central. I imagine that there will be some form of Q&A session depending
on where we are at with the proposal. I will be sharing information about the next steps as soon after the
Easter holidays as possible.
We are trying to improve our school website. Please can you help by providing your feedback. Here is the link:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/D3QQQSL
I would like to remind you the that the last day of this term on Friday 1st April 2022 is a half day and school
will close for all pupils at 2pm.
Have a wonderful weekend, and let’s hope the sun keeps shining!

Mrs Karmios
Principal
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Attendance

ATTENDANCE
Whole school this week:
95.6%

Class attendance:
Sharman 98.5%
Henson 98.1%
Seacole 97.4%

The Overall Winning House this Term is....
HAWKS!
With 3709 house points, they will receive a treat after the Easter holidays.

House Points:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Hawks - 3709
Owls - 3310
Eagles - 2872
Kites - 2599
Ospreys - 2598
Falcons - 2593

Congratulations!
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Star and Author of the Week

Well done to this week's stars and authors!
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Descendants Visit
On Tuesday, Year 6 enjoyed a special visit from ‘Descendants’ founder, Margaret
Noel and coordinator Bejamin Busenze. They came to talk to the pupils about the
Windrush generation, and Margaret shared her own personal story about her
journey to Britain as a child, and what it was like. The pupils have been studying
immigration in their history lessons, so this visit really developed their knowledge
and understanding.
You can find out more about the charity here:
https://www.descendants.org.uk/about

Diversity and Inclusion Parent/carer
Meeting
Our next meeting will be held on Friday 22nd April
at 2.30pm in school and we will be joined by our
parent governor, Faheem Khan. We will be
discussing the ‘Equalities Policy’ as well as reviewing
our school uniform policy. I hope more
parents/carers will take the time to attend this
meeting. Thank you in advance.

Ark Priory Primary Academy is committed to safeguarding and equality

@arkpriory | 02031100717 | info@arkprioryprimary.org

@arkpriory | 02031100717 | info@arkprioryprimary.org

School Cloud

Parent/Carer Consultations on April 19th and 20th - Online Appointment Booking
I would like to invite you to attend our Parent/Carer Consultations which will be
held on our inset day on April 19th and Tuesday April 20th after school.
We are introducing a new intuitive and easy to use online appointment booking
system called ‘School Cloud’. This allows you to choose your own appointment times
with teachers and you will receive an email confirming your appointments. We are
confident this will be an improvement to the previous system and welcome any
feedback.
Appointments can be made from Monday 28th March 2022 and will close an hour
before the first session is due to take place on each of the evenings. We have a range
of virtual and in-person appointments available with each class teacher to suit your
needs. Please make sure you note if the appointment you have chosen is virtual or
in-person as changes cannot be made within the hour of your booked appointment.
Please visit https://arkprioryprimary.schoolcloud.co.uk/ to book your appointments.
If you do not have access to the internet, please contact the school office or your
child’s class teacher who will be happy to add appointments on your behalf.
Parent/Carer Guide:
Here is a video guide for the online sessions:
https://vimeo.com/473882995
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World Maths Day 2022

On Wednesday, World Maths Day 2022 online began and
ran for two days.
Well done to the following pupils that took part across the
school and have earnt a certificate:

And a final congratulations to Karin who earned 602 points- the highest in the school!
Well done Priory Mathematicians!
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Drama Club Performance
Our drama club performed their end of term play ‘Alice in Wonderland’ to an audience of
family and friends on Tuesday. It was wonderful to see their efforts especially with regards to
the props and costume. A huge thanks to Miss Lester for leading the club, and we look
forward to more performances in the future.
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Ballet Stars!
Our Key Stage One Ballet pupils took their Grade One ballet exam this week. The
girls said that they were very nervous but endeavoured to do their best and enjoyed
the moment.
Well done girls!
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Ealing Food Bank- Donations
Needed!
As part of our PSHE unit this half term, we are learning
about supporting charities and the importance of helping
others. As part of our learning, we have decided to support
the charity Ealing Foodbank as it is local to us and will be
collecting food to donate. If you are able to donate, please
look at the food list attached. There is a collection point by
lost property in the main entrance.
Thank you for any donations!

Ramadan and Fasting
Ramadan is expected to commence on or around 2nd April this year with Eid ul Fitr expected
to fall on Monday 2nd May.
For Muslim families in our community Ramadan represents an important time of the year. As
a school we want to honour and celebrate our students’ identity; religious events are an
important part of this.
We recognise that our families will have differing traditions as to the age at which children
begin fasting fully for Ramadan.
Whilst we recognise that fasting is not compulsory before the age of puberty in Islam, we
understand that children are often encouraged to fast or indeed wish to fast to prepare them
for adulthood. We do not encourage children in KS1 or lower KS2 (Years 3 & 4) to fast.
Please refer to the Fasting policy where you can find the form to fill in. This form is also
available in the school office
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We have listened to our parent/carer community, and due to high demand, we are
delighted to offer an Easter camp for Ark Priory pupils ran by the company ‘Our Camp’.
You can sign up your child/ren here: https://schoolcamps.org/organiser/ark-prioryprimary-school
Please see the attached flyer for further information.

After School Clubs
As a reminder, there will be NO after school clubs next week.
Clubs will continue from Monday 25th April 2022.
Look out for information about next terms clubs, which will be sent out next week via email.
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Ramadan Fasting Policy

This policy was written and adapted: April 2021

The policy was last reviewed: April 2021

This policy was devised in consultation with a range of members of the school community including
representatives from the Muslim religion. Whilst we recognise that fasting is not compulsory before
the age of puberty in Islam, we understand that children are often encouraged to fast or indeed wish
to fast to prepare them for adulthood. We do not encourage children in KS1 or lower KS2 (Years 3 &
4) to fast.

Aims and Objectives
• To provide a safe environment for children who wish to fast during part or all of the month of
Ramadan.
• To ensure the proper care of children is maintained and keep parents informed if their child is
unwell.
• To further develop understanding of the different faiths represented in the school population.

Ramadan – An overview
• Ramadan is the ninth month in the Islamic calendar, and it consists of a 29–30 day period of
fasting, self-control, charity-giving and goodwill to others.
• Those who fast during Ramadan are not allowed any food or water between sunrise and sunset.
Instead, they are encouraged to think of cleansing the whole self, through prayer and reflection.

Implementation
• All parents must inform the school in writing if they wish their child to fast for part or all of the
month of Ramadan. We ask that parents complete a ‘fasting permission slip’; these slips are
available from the office or can be emailed on request.
• If a child says that they are fasting, but the school has not received a permission slip from their
parent, they will be dealt with in a respectful manner; however the child will not be allowed to miss
lunch.
• Children who are fasting should not be expected to exert themselves physically.
• For Health and Safety reasons, pupils who are fasting do not do active physical education lessons
at the time they are fasting. At this time they will do some health related learning.

• Children who are fasting will be encouraged to make use of quiet areas on the playground or the
school library in order to conserve their energy.
• As is the tradition in the school, RE lessons and an assembly will be held during the school year to
create an understanding of the Muslim faith and the festival of Eid-ul-Fitr.
• All children that fast will need to bring an emergency snack with them to school daily. This should
be something healthy in accordance to our Healthy Eating Policy.
• In the rare circumstances of a child becoming distressed or unwell when he or she is fasting, the
school will encourage the child to break their fast by eating their emergency snack and having a
drink of water.
• If a child has a medical condition that would be complicated by fasting, e.g. diabetes, the child will
not be permitted to fast at school.

Health and Safety
• Parents MUST inform the school via a permission slip if their child is fasting.
• The school will inform parents immediately if their child who is fasting becomes unwell.
• Children who fast must conserve their energy and not join in strenuous games.

Inclusion
• There is mutual co-operation between the parents of children who are fasting and the school.
• All children in the school are encouraged to feel positive about their family, their culture and their
faith.

Ramadan Fasting Slip

Child’s Name: ______________________________________ Class: ____________________

I give permission for my child to fast during the period of Ramadan.

I have read the Priory Ramadan Fasting Policy and understand how the school will implement this.

Signed: ____________________

Print Name: ____________________

Date: ____________________

OURCAMPS EASTER CAMP APRIL 2022
We are pleased to say that OurCamps will be back running camps
exclusively for your School Pupils.

7 th April 2022 (Monday-Thursday)
When: 4th April to 14

Time: 09:00 – 15:00 Monday to Thursday
Price:
• FREE if you are eligible for Free School Meals (Lunch included)
•

£25 per day + £5 for lunch

(Optional, you can bring your own NUT FREE packed lunch)
Camp Activities:
Gym & Dance, Arts & Crafts, Silly Science, Warhammer,
Physical activity programme and virtual soccer schools.
BOOK NOW

OURCAMPS.ORG

Notices from APPAA*
DON’T FORGET!
APPAA Second Hand Uniform Sale & Year 3 Bake Sale
Friday 25 March

See you in the playground to grab a
second hand uniform bargain or stock
up on fabulous delicious bakes!

Upcoming APPAA Events

Make sure these exciting events are in
your diary so you don’t miss out:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Year 3 bake sale & uniform sale 25 March
Easter activities w/c 28 March
Eid bake sale 6 May
Y1 bake sale 20 May
Summer Fair Sat 18 June
Reception bake sale 8 July

Many thanks for your
support!

Join us on WhatsApp

Don’t forget we have WhatsApp Groups
for all year groups so you can stay on
top of the latest APPAA news and be
connected to other parents & carers in
your child’s class
Everyone is welcome so if you’d like to
be added contact us:
appaacommittee@gmail.com

Support our school!
You can donate at any time to APPAA funds to
support Ark Priory and further enrichment for all
children… just click below or hover on the QR code!
http://tiny.cc/appaadonate

Notices from APPAA*
Easter fun

Summer Fair – 18th June

APPAA will be running Easter word
search hunts that will take place during
school in the final week of term!

Save the Date: Ark Priory Summer Fair!

APPAA will be giving out sweet bags to
all the children - we hope they all have a
hopping good time!

This is an amazing opportunity to get
together, raise funds for the school and
enjoy some sunshine (fingers crossed!)

Thanks so much to KFH for their
continued support and their kind
donation to this event of £100!

If you’d like to get involved please do
contact APPAA:
appaacommittee@gmail.com

SOS - Save our Shed!
APPAA really needs a new shed for APPAA supplies, as the existing shed has
been damaged recently and is too small!
A massive thank you to Neil who saved the day by making our shed water tight
again after the recent bad weather we’ve had!
WE NEED YOUR HELP! If anyone in the
Ark Priory community has any knowledge
or skills to help us replace the current
shed (building skills, shed suppliers etc)
please get in touch - we would like to
install a new shed ASAP!

Get in touch…
…We’d love to hear from you

Follow us on Twitter: @APPAA_ArkPriory
Contact us at: appaacommittee@gmail.com

As always if you want to help out or have any notices for the newsletter
please contact appaacommittee@gmail.com for further information.
*APPAA is ARK Priory's Parents' Association, run by the school's parents
and carers to raise funds, hold events, and bring our academy
community together.
All Ark Priory parents and carers are automatically members of the
association because you are members of the community.

Key Dates
Academic Year 2021/22
Spring term 2022

Summer term 2022

1 Feb

Chinese New Year

19 Apr

Inset Day

4 Feb

Number day

20 April

First day back at school

4 - 20 Feb

Winter Olympics

19 - 22 Apr

Parent Consultations

8 Feb

Safer Internet Day

23 Apr

St Georges Day

9 Feb

Headteacher Forum (Time TBC)

27 Apr

Individual and sibling photos
Headteacher Forum 12.30pm

10 Feb

Wonder Day
Mid Year Reports Sent Out

2nd May

Bank Holiday

3 May

Screen Free Week
Eid Al Fitr

4 & 5 May

Year 3 Play (4th= PM, 5th = AM)

6 May

Eid bake sale
Screen Free Day

9 - 13 May

Y6 SATs

11 Feb

Inset Day

14-18 Feb

Half Term

1 Mar

Pancake Day
St David’s Day
Y2 Bake Sale
World Book Day

16 - 20 May

Mental Health Week awareness

4 Mar

20 May

Y1 Bake Sale

7 Mar

Y1&3 - Parent Open Morning

23 & 24 May

Y4 Play (23rd = PM, 24th = AM)

International Women’s Day
Y2, Y6 & Reception - Parent Open Morning

27 May

School Closed for the Queens Jubilee

8 Mar

30 May - 3 June

Half Term

9 Mar

Nursery. Y4 &Y5 - Parent Open Morning

6 June

Inset Day

17 Mar

St Patricks Day

7 June

Jubilee Celebration Day

25 Mar

APPAA Bake sale and Uniform sale

13 - 17 June

Around the world week

APPAA Sponsored Easter Egg hunt
Y1 Easter Show (28th = AM, 29th = PM)

18 June (Saturday)

Summer Fair

28 Mar

22-24 June

Y6 Residential

30 Mar

9am Reception Easter Parade

23-24 June

Y5 Play (23rd = AM, 24th = PM)

Wonder Day
Last day of term - 2pm finish

28 June

Reception & Y1 Sports Day

1 Apr

29 June

Nursery Sports Day
KS2 (Y4/5 & 6) Sports Day AM

30 June

Y2 & Y3 Sports Day
Dream Big Day

6 Jul

Headteacher Forum (Time TBC)

8 Jul

Reception bake sale

9 Jul

Eid Al Adha

11 Jul

Y6 Show (11th = AM, 12th = PM)

13 Jul

Nursery End of Year Celebration

18 Jul

Transition Day

20 Jul

Y6 Graduation & Disco

21 Jul

Reception End Of Year Celebration
End of Year Reports Out

22 Jul

Last day of term—2pm finish

2 April -May

Ramadan

ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO
CHANGE
Please check weekly newsletters for
updates

Absences
If your child will be absent from school please
contact the office by 08:30 on the first morning
they are absent.
Newsletter/Updated Dates
The newsletter will be emailed on a Friday.
Please check the newsletter as this will have
the UPDATED dates and notices each week.

Contact Details
Office — 02031100 717
info@arkprioryprimary.org
Principal
d.karmios@arkprioryprimary.org
Assistant Head/Inclusion
s.rabbani@arkprioryprimary.org
Assistant Head
a.carter@arkprioryprimary.org
Nursery
Nursery@arkprioryprimary.org
Reception
Shackleton@arkprioryprimary.org
Henson@arkprioryprimary.org
Year 1
Pankhurst@arkprioryprimary.org
Seacole@arkprioryprimary.org
Year 2
Armstrong@arkprioryprimary.org
Sharman@arkprioryprimary.org
Year 3
Archimedes@arkprioryprimary.org
Brunel@arkprioryprimary.org
Year 4
Curie@arkprioryprimary.org
Fleming@arkprioryprimary.org
Year 5
Mozart@arkprioryprimary.org
Monet@arkprioryprimary.org
Year 6
Sommerville@arkprioryprimary.org
Einstein@arkprioryprimary.org

Key Dates
Academic Year
2021/22

