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Dear parents/carers,

We are already at the end of Autumn term- how quickly time flies! We have been able to do so much
this term from swimming lessons to theatre trips and celebrating Christmas at our ‘Carols Around
the Tree’ event. I am hopeful that next term, despite the current Covid 19 news, that school will
continue as normal, and we can continue with all we have planned for the Spring term.

I have attached our first ever Junior Leadership Termly newsletter, which was written by pupils for
our pupils. Please share this with your child/ren, and I will also post a copy onto SeeSaw so they can
read it for themselves.

I will announce how much money each year group make during their enterprise project at the ‘Carols
Around the Tree’ event in our first newsletter of the new year, as well as how much we raised for
‘Christmas Jumper Day’. 

There is still time to donate so please click the link here 
 https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/cjd210036482  

We look forward to welcoming back Miss Mason after her maternity leave to Year 3 after Christmas
and are very sad to say goodbye to Miss Kozikopoulou and Miss Dunford who will be truly missed. I
know you will join me in saying a huge thank you and good luck to them both.

Have a very relaxing holiday and we will see you in the new year! Here’s to 2022!

Miss Grasso
Principal 

https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/cjd210036482
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Reception and Nursery Nativity 

It was wonderful to see our Reception and Nursery pupils in their nativity this week. I am so
proud of them all as all the songs were beautifully sung and the costumes were just simply

fabulous! A huge thank you to Miss Charlton, our EYFS lead, and all the EYFS staff- it takes so
much hard work to make such magic happen! I am sure all parents/carers enjoyed seeing

the performances as much as I did!
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After School Clubs- new offer for
January 2022

All parents/carers were sent information about our afterschool club offer for January
2022 on Tuesday this week- please check the email for further information.

 
As well as our internal clubs which are ran by our amazing staff, we have a range of new
external clubs on offer next term at the request of our parent community. I wanted to

highlight this to show that we have listened to our parents/carers and been proactive in
addressing the concerns raised.

 
As I always say at my new starter meetings, the success of our school is our parent/carer
partnerships so please, if you do have any comments, both positive and negative, please

email me directly at d.grasso@arkprioryprimary.org. Thank you!
 

Please see the list below for our new offer of external clubs this January!
 

mailto:d.grasso@arkprioryprimary.org
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Ballet Stars!
Our pupils in Y1 and Y2 who attend the morning ballet club are currently working towards
their IDTA ballet exam which includes lots of exercises to learn about ballet technique also

an improvised character dance and they have chosen cat. I was delighted when Miss Lauren,
their ballet teachers, sent me these wonderful photos of the girls, and wanted to share them
with our community as I am so proud! Well done girls! You are definitely super stars in the

making!

If you are interested in signing up your child/ren for ballet lessons, Miss Lauren offers a range
of classes. Please click the link below for further information. Thank you.

 
https://www.roseballetschool.co.uk/

 
https://www.instagram.com/roseballetuk/

 
https://m.facebook.com/roseballetlondon/?ref=bookmarks

 

https://www.roseballetschool.co.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/roseballetuk/
https://m.facebook.com/roseballetlondon/?ref=bookmarks
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Parent Corner

I would lie to reinstate ‘Parent Corner’ again in the newsletter as a weekly feature. Please
send me any information about local events etc that you think our community would enjoy.

I would also like to feature pupils who have completed an achievement outside of school
such as sports/music achievement to also feature in this section.

This week, we have Margo, our Head Girl, and her sister Celeste who attended their end of
term showcase at Elevate Arts on Saturday and were both awarded 1st place in their

respective categories for this term's dance challenges. 
 

Each week, on top of learning new dance styles and choreography, students are encouraged
to choose an appropriate piece of music for the style of dance they are learning (this term it
was Locking) and at home they are asked to choreograph or freestyle their own dance to a

strict list of criteria. 
 

Both girls entered every challenge, every week, and took feedback on board with a positive
attitude and showed great resilience, creativity, musicality and determination with creating

their own dances, and with a fantastic result at the end of term! Congratulations to both!

Elevate Arts will now be running an after-school club at Ark Priory – please see the email
sent about clubs earlier this week for further information.
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Covid 19 and Plan B

We have two current vacancies at Ark Priory : Operations Manager and Premises Assistant. 
 

Please click the link for further information https://arkpriory.org/vacancies
 

With the Omicron variant and increased COVID-19 cases, the government has implemented their
Plan B arrangements in England to reduce transmission. 

 
Providing face-to-face learning to our pupils is a priority, and your child must continue to come to

school unless they are unwell or are required to self-isolate by NHS Test & Trace. 
 

As ever, our priority is the safety of pupils and staff. We have an Outbreak Management Plan to
ensure we are well prepared for future changes. 

 
We ask students and staff to continue testing for COVID-19 using a rapid lateral flow test at least
every 3-4 days. You can also order and collect these from a local pharmacy. In addition, we are now

asking parents, carers, and other visitors to take a rapid lateral flow test before any visit to the
school, e.g., a meeting with a staff member. 

 
We encourage you to follow Government guidance on testing over the holidays. This means taking a

rapid lateral flow test any day when you will be in a high-risk environment (such as a crowded or
enclosed space) or before visiting people who are at high risk of severe illness if they get COVID-19. 

   
 

Please be reminded that we are back to school on Wednesday 5th January 2022. 
 

Once again, I thank you for your continued support and please do not hesitate to contact the school

should you have a question.

https://arkpriory.org/vacancies
https://test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/collect-lateral-flow-kits
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During November, years 2, 3, 5 and 6 went on some spectacular trips, organised by our very own Mr
Conard.

In early November, years 2 and 3 went to see “Frozen”, the musical. Felix, from Brunel class, reported, “It
was amazing! The sound effects were awesome, the stage and lighting were beautiful, and the singing was

lovely.” However, he also said that at times, the show was a little bit violent! Nevertheless, he and his
friends enjoyed it and gave the show a 5-star review. They would like to give Mr Conard a big thank you! 

 
A few weeks later, it was the turn of year 5. They went to see “Matilda”, a musical after the famous Roald

Dahl book. It tells the story of a smart little girl, her horrible family, an infamous head of school and a loving
teacher. Florence, from Mozart class, said “I loved that it was different from the movie. Every time I hear a

song from the musical now, I can just imagine what happened on stage.” Florence’s favourite character was
Miss Honey and apparently Mrs Kaabachi’s favourite character was the mean Miss Trunchbull! Florence

rated the show 10 out of 10, good enough for a standing ovation!

Terrific Theatre Trips!

By Jasper Francis (Head Boy) 

Year 4 haven’t been to the theatre yet, but are looking forward to seeing the Lion King in the new year.
For a report on year 6’s trip to see the ballet Giselle, read Olive’s article!

 



The Ark Priory school council is a group of pupils who represent their
classmates and discuss school issues with their teachers and the headmistress.
It’s a brilliant way of contributing to pupil voice in our school. I interviewed
three of our school councils and asked them some questions about their role
and themselves. There is a theme going on here evolving around a certain sport,
which is a total coincidence. 

SPOTLIGHT: Ark Priory School Council

by Nicholas Rodgers  

First up Drummond Campbell, Monet
Class

1.What inspired you to become school council?
The thing that inspired me most to become part
of the school council is probably to try out to see
what it is like to be a leader. 

  2. Can you tell us something about you which is
not school related?
A fact about me is I really love sport and would
definitely encourage it. 

3.  What do you like most about Ark Priory?
I really like that Priory takes classes on trips that
give experience on a certain subject. 

Followed by Mia Gyves, Einstein class

1.Tell us about a typical role of the school
council, please.
Giving everyone a voice. 

2.  Something about you which is not school
related?
I play football

3. What is your favourite food?
Steak 

And last but not least Felix Koltai, Brunel class
 

1. How do you like being part of the school council?
I like being part of the school council because I’ve notice people making wrong

choices sometimes. Now I can tell them they are wrong which before I was
elected to school council I thought I wasn’t able to. 

 
2. Please tell us a Fun Fact about you!

A fun fact about me is that in Year 3 I am a good goalkeeper but I don’t actually
like goalkeeping. I like left wing which is basically left midfield. 

 
3. Would you rather be a great white shark or an orca whale and why?

I’d rather be a great white shark because they are the kings of the ocean and
their teeth are life threatening sharp!



Don’t worry, if you don’t celebrate Christmas, all these recipes just aim to be delicious. On one of them I
have added a twist, but it is optional and you can jazz it up your own way easily. However, pleaaaase
check this out as I’m sure you’ll like it. Now let’s bake!

200ml apple juice (per person)  
Cinnamon sticks (1 per person)
Ground Nutmeg (1/4 tsp pp)
Ground cinnamon (1/4tsp pp)
Cloves (optional and 2pp)

Mulled Apple Juice
                                                          
You will need:

Method: (adult’s help needed)

1. Pour the apple juice into a small pan. Add the nutmeg, cinnamon and cloves and stir well.
Gently warm the mixture (either a hob or a microwave can be used here) and stop heating
when and adult says it is slightly warmer than drinking temperature. DO NOT TOUCH THE
PAN!!! It could be hot, and you might burn yourself. If you find it too hot, and some extra cold
apple juice.

2. Ask an adult to pour the juice into mugs. If they want to be extra safe, they can use a funnel. 

3. Put a cinnamon stick in the mug and use it as a straw. Drink up!

Hi, guys! I’m Polly, the Deputy Head
Girl. I’ve got some festive recipes over
here, and practically anyone can make

these treats           

Cooking with Polly

by Polly Webster



 100g of softened butter
 50g caster sugar
 150g self-raising flour (gluten free if needed)

 Gel food colouring (I chose green)
 Edible decorations (I used silver balls)
 100g icing sugar
 2 tbsp water 

Heat the oven to 180 degrees C/ Fan 160 degrees C/ gas 4. 

Put 100g of butter into a bowl with the caster sugar and beat till the mixture looks

like fluffy clouds. 

Add the flour and mix again. Now it should look like a crumbly dough. 

TIP: You can speed this up by using a food processor if you have one.

Line a baking tray with baking parchment. 

Take a walnut sized ball and put it on the tray. 

Repeat this until the tray is full. Remember to leave some space between each ball

because they will grow in the oven. 

If there is extra dough left, line another tray, and fill that too. 

With a wet fork, flatten the balls so that they are rough circles with lines in them.

Put the trays in the oven for 15-20 minutes until your biscuits are light golden-

brown. 

Use a spatula to carefully move them to a cooling rack. When cool enough, pop them

in a box to be eaten later or you can have a few yourself! Enjoy!

Festive Biscuits

You will need:

If doing the advanced ones, you will also need:

Method:
 (adult’s help needed)

1.

2.

3.

4.

 If doing the simple version: 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Cooking with Polly
by Polly Webster



Cooking with Polly
by Polly Webster

Add the food colouring a little bit at a time, mixing after every squeeze or two, until you

get a colour you like. (Remember it will lighten in the oven).

 Cut the dough onto a floured work surface and bring together into a ball. Roll it out with

a rolling pin until ½ a cm thick. It’s quite crumbly.

 With a cookie cutter (I used a Christmas tree) cut out your shapes and gently slide each

one onto a lined baking tray. Give them space as they will grow in the oven. 

If you run out of space to cut from then bring it together and re-roll the dough until it’s

all gone. 

 When you are ready, put the trays in the oven and bake for 15-20 minutes.

 After they have finished cooking, place the biscuits on a cooling rack.

 To make the icing, put the icing sugar in a bowl and gradually add teaspoons of water

and stir until it is a sticky paste. If it gets too runny, add more sugar. You can add

colouring to the icing too if you want. 

 When the biscuits are cool, take a teaspoon and drizzle the icing on top in zigzag lines.

 Stick your decorations on the icing and wait for the icing to harden. Enjoy!

If doing the slightly trickier version:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.



Inspirational Sports Players
by Rupert Drew

1. Roger Federer 
 
Roger Federer is regarded as one of the greatest
tennis players of all time. He has won 103 ATP men’s
and 20 of which were grand slams (the most
important tennis tournaments) and 28 were ATP
master’s titles. His biggest inspiration was the fact he
wasn’t playing tennis for fame nor money, but to help
people. He started his own charity because he
believes everybody should have their intentions in
life. He has donated over 5 million dollars to charity.

2. Lionel Messi 
 

Messi, as many people know, is the forward player
for Paris St Germain, after playing for Barcelona

between 2003 and 2021, and plays for the
Argentina national team. He works alongside

many charities, like Roger Federer, such as
UNICEF to help disabled children. He has so far

donated €1 000 000 dollars to charity and is
funding his own. He works mainly the money to
help needy children. He puts as much effort into

helping people as he does playing football. He has
won 7 Ballon D’or which is a record in itself.

3. Michael Jordan
 

This key basketball player has never given
up his love for the game. Many times, he

was neglected from a team, starting early.
He was cut from his senior school team, and
has seemingly used this as just motivation.

Now it has to be said, he is one of the
greatest basketball players in history. He
has won 6 NBA titles. He has now retired.
He made his mark with the Chicago Cubs,

which was his main team.



S.James's Ice Lanterns

Step 1. Go for a winter walk in the park and gather up
some leaves, berries and pine cones.

Step 2. Get a variety of different sized bowls that can
fit inside each other. Put the smaller ones inside the
bigger ones.
 
Step 3. Place the leaves and berries in between the
bowls.

Step 4. Fill a jug of water and pour the water between the bowls. Try not to move the leaves.



Step 5. Put the bowls into the freezer until frozen
solid.

Step 6. Run the bowls under warm water to ease out
the ice.

Step 7. Tap the bowls so the ice comes out. Put on
table or a tray. Put a tea light or candle inside the ice
lantern. 

Enjoy your beautiful creation.



Harper's Winter Crafts

An A4 size sheet of coloured paper
Scissors, 
a ruler, 
a pencil and 
a stick of glue (or PVA glue)

PAPER LANTERN

What you will need:

Instructions:-

Step 1. Fold the paper in half to make a rectangle.
Cut along the fold to make 2 rectangles (two
lanterns).  

Step 2. Fold one rectangle in half so the long sides
meet. Use a ruler to draw straight lines from the
folded side (2 centimetres apart and 2 centimetres
from the top), then cut along each line, creating
strips.

Step 3. When you reach the last strip to cut, cut all
the way to top and off, this will be your handle.

Step 4. Open the folder paper and glue along the
short edge, then press it firmly to the other short
edge (with paper overlapping).

Step 5. Spread glue on both ends of the handle strip
and press each end firmly on opposite sides at the
inside top of the lantern for the handle.  

Step 6. Decorate along the lantern’s top and bottom
(with stickers, glitter, or paper shapes). 

(Warning: You can’t put a candle in it, because the
paper will burn!)

by Harper



An old Christmas card, 
a hole punch, 
scissors, 
a pencil, 
a ruler and 
thin ribbon

CHRISTMAS BOOKMARK

What you will need: 

Instructions:

Step 1. Draw a vertical line down the
Christmas card (decide the width
depending on how thick you want the
bookmark).

Step 2. Cut down the line, leaving you
with a strip of card.

Step 3. Hole punch at the top of the
strip and thread the ribbon through
the hole, tying the ends together, so it
doesn’t come undone. Alternatively,
fold the ribbon in half and thread it
through the hole, then thread the 2
single ends through the loop, pull to
tighten.

Step 4. Enjoy your recycled
Christmas bookmark! Now, pick up a
Book!



Thin EVA craft foam coloured sheets, 
thin ribbon, 
a photo/picture showing someone’s face, 
PVA glue

CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATION – PICTURE
FRAME

What you will need:

Instructions:

Step 1. Draw the shape of 2 identical Christmas
Trees on green foam. Cut your photo, so it is not
larger than your tree shape/size. Draw a circle in
the middle of one tree (where the position of the
face picture will show through)

Step 2. Cut around the border of each tree shape.
Carefully, puncture (with scissors) the centre of the
drawn circle and cut the circle shape out.

Step 3. Glue the back of the tree shape with the
hole cut out. Stick the face picture to the back, with
the face showing through the hole. Fold the ribbon
in half and stick the two ends to the top of the
glued tree. 

Step 4. Add more glue to the other tree shape and
stick the two glued sides together. You should be
sealing the picture and ribbon loop between the
two sheets. 

Step 5. If you also have white and red coloured
foam, you can make a snow-capped tree and
decorate with holly leaves and little circle berries.

Step 6. Place something flat and heavy on top of
the decoration while the glue dries. Then hang on
your Christmas Tree! 



Anti-Bullying Week at Ark Priory

by Rua Elkouha

During the Anti-Bullying Week, we have
celebrated our differences at Priory by
wearing odd socks on Monday. Then, on
Thursday we had a non-uniform day to
represent ourselves by dressing up in
our own clothes. Also, the JLT made
beautiful and delicious -and a bit messy-
cupcakes.

Then, Miss Tremayne hosted an
assembly, where we watched a clip of
the three runners. The brothers helped
each other to get to the finish line. 

That was true kindness. 

Life is not waiting for the storm to pass; it is about

learning to dance in the rain.’ - Vivian Green. 

‘Always choose kind.’  - Chelsey Wu 

‘Kindness saved my life.’ - Anne Marin

‘Be kind, be brave and be happy, no matter what has

happened because kindness will show up to save the

day.‘ - Lara Lomax 

‘Kindness is the key to live a good life.’ - Sara Andy 

Do you remember a kind thing you did today? 

Sometimes, even the smallest things you say or do, can put
a smile on someone’s face. Just one kind word is all a
person needs to be happy.
We also donated a lot of money to Children in Need. Don’t
only be kind to your friends but to other people too
because everyone deserves kindness.  

Like Paddington Bear once said,” If everyone is kind, the
world will be right,”

 
Here are some kind quotes, try to pick one to live by! 



This Thursday we had our joyous Ark Priory Carols
Around the Tree in the playground. We had all sorts
of spectacular stalls including the Artisan stall with
fantastic home-made goodies from our clever
parents; tasty delights at the International Food
stall; wonderful creations at the Face-Painting
stall; 2nd hand uniform and Christmas jumpers
were snapped up; and even the Year 6 T-shirt Yarn
Necklace Enterprise was there, amongst many
wonderful pupil stalls!

 Amazing APPPA raised a total of £1821 from the
Carols event, class stalls and beautiful brochure!
Fingers crossed for some new playground
equipment! 

I hope that you all watched our School Choir's
incredible performance. Did any of you see our
jolly Santa walking around handing out presents?
Let’s hope he put his feet up when he got home! 

What was your favourite part of the event? Mine
was definitely the mince pies and prawn gyoza! 

Thank you to all of the SLT, teachers, support staff,
parents and pupils for a fantastic event. 

See you all next term! 

‘Carols Around the Tree’ Event 

by Margot Griffiths (Head Girl)



The Royal Ballet

by Olive Bonaventura

This year, year 6 went on a trip to the Royal Opera House
to see the famous ballet, Giselle.
Everyone had a blast and it was so much fun. Do you
want to know a something? Shhhhhh… Don’t tell anyone,
but one of the dancers nearly slipped over! Although she
nearly fell, she didn’t give up and she had the courage to
fly and keep dancing. 

The story is about a peasant girl called Giselle who falls in
love with someone pretending to be a peasant boy. When
she discovers he is about to marry someone else and he is
not who he seems, her heart breaks and she kills herself.
She rises from her grave and dances with the spirits of
other dead girls who died before their wedding day.
Then, all the men that broke their hearts are forced to
dance to their death.

Although the story seems sad, the costumes, music and
the performance is magical. The way the dancers go up
on pointe and jump and turn inspires so many people to
want to start dancing. Watching the ballet on stage with
all of my class friends was an experience we will never
forget. 



Would it surprise you to hear that racism still
exists? During Black History Month, Ark
Priory pupils spent a day thinking about the
consequences of racism and how every
individual can help to prevent it. We
participated in workshops that QPR (Queens
Park Rangers Football club) ran. We were
fortunate to have ACTUAL QPR players
available to answer our questions. QPR is an
important part of our school life and provided
us with an opportunity to take part in a
football tournament this term. The life lessons
we learnt during “Show Racism the Red Card
Day” will help us for years to come.

Show Racism the Red Card

by Flynn Wilkins



Helping people who are In need doesn’t just make them feel better, it makes you feel
better. Christmas is a joyous occasion for people to spend time with their friends and
family. Unfortunately, not everyone has this luxury and many people won’t get to eat, be
warm and spend time with loved ones. We can all help by giving back to our community in
the hopes that it makes another person’s Christmas merry. There are many ways to do this
such as donating to the Acton homeless concern, donating to our local food banks and
volunteering. Either way , you are helping someone and you are technically being a hero.
Below are some details of how you can help this Christmas.

Giving Back 2021!
by Isaiah Tesfamichael

Acton homeless concern

If you would like to make a donation to Acton Homeless Concern, then please consider
doing so through JustGiving. It couldn't be simpler to donate. 

Just visit www.justgiving.com, search for Acton Homeless Concern and make your donation.
If you'd like to volunteer, please get in touch and contact , either by phone on 020 89925768 or email
them at admin@actonhomelessconcern.org. You will receive full training and
support.

Ealing Foodbanks



Notices from APPAA*

Carols Around the Tree

APPAA are delighted that we could hold the Carols 
Around the Tree event, in conjunction with school staff, 
and were blown away by the support of everyone who 

helped organise, cooked or baked or made lovely items to 
sell, those who came to set up, run a stall, help and clear 

up. We were delighted that so many new families got 
involved, and also thankful to the many who get stuck in 
time and time again. We hope everyone enjoyed it and 

especially hope the children had fun.

Thanks again to all our sponsors; KFH Estate agents 
Acton our headline sponsor who donated a massive 

£1,500, and all the local businesses who supported by 
taking an advert in our brochure raising £400!

These include:

More Space Property Development * Advance Academy 
Tutors *The West London Tennis Centre *Lanuuk

Swimwear *Little Voices Drama and Singing Lessons *
Amina-Karine Kermous Wellness Coach * LovinGreen

Sustainable Services * BEST Emotional and Social 
development * Aurora Gymnastics * Arthur Razor 

Gentlemen’s Grooming * Bang Bang Apparel * Esska
Shoes

And to Dan at Deadeye Design for the brochure design

Merry Christmas! What an amazing term!

APPAA was pleased to be able to host several events host several events and organise
various fundraising initiatives this term and want to thank everyone who got involved 
for all their help! 

New parents coffee morning * Parents Social at the Rocket * 3 x bake sales * Uniform Sales * 
Creative Card Project * Teacher Collections

As well as the Carols Around the Tree event ….

Carols around the Tree raised a massive… £4,250! 
All of which will go to further enrichment for all children at our school

A special 
thanks to Father 

Christmas!



Notices from APPAA*

Christmas Staff Collections

THANK YOU to all who contributed to the Christmas Gift 
collections for the teachers and staff. 

They were all delivered to school by your class reps. 

We wish to thank all the staff for their hard work 
and hope they have a restful break

Final  Wishing Tree deliveries 
arrived this week!

Bean Bags for Reception and Cushions for Year 1! 

Our Reception teachers said: 
“Thank you so much for the bean bags. The 
children absolutely love them and they are 

perfect for our classes!”

As always if you want to help out or have any notices for the newsletter please contact appaacommittee@gmail.com for further information.

*APPAA is ARK Priory's Parents' Association, run by the school's parents and carers to raise funds, hold events, and bring our academy 
community together. 
All Ark Priory parents and carers are automatically members of the association because you are members of the community.

Get in touch…
…We’d love to hear from you

Follow us on Twitter: @APPAA_ArkPriory
Contact us at: appaacommittee@gmail.com

 
Anything we can raise goes towards
addit ional enrichment activit ies for
the chi ldren at school l ike theatre

tr ips!
 

All donations are welcome!
every penny counts! 

 
Click 
Here!

 

 
Hover 
Here!

 

https://www.paypal.com/don
ate/?hosted_button_id=VVLJZ
CLYTKAW8

Don’t forget to use The Giving Machine when you shop online…

…If you’ve not signed up yet, just find:
ARK Priory Primary on TheGivingMachine: https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/ark-priory-primary

You’ll find over 2,200 of the most popular stores, so it’s easy for you to make a difference without it costing you 
a penny more than the normal purchase price of your item. All proceeds go into the Ark Priory Enrichment fund. 

mailto:appaacommittee@gmail.com
mailto:appaacommittee@gmail.com
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=VVLJZCLYTKAW8
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/ark-priory-primary

