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Dear Parents and Carers,
You may already be aware of the happy news that Miss Mason (Sharman class teacher) is expecting her second child. She was due to go on
her maternity leave in January 2021 but due to the latest government guidance in regards to the pandemic and shielding, she will not be
working in school from this coming Monday and instead will be working from home. We have appointed Miss Kozikopoulou to the role of
class teacher to cover Miss Mason’s leave for the rest of the academic year. We are delighted to appoint a member of our own team to this
role to continue to work with the Y2 pupils.
I am also delighted to announce that after a rigorous interview process earlier this week, the following teachers have been appointed to join
our middle leadership team. Mrs Nowack will be leading KS2 curriculum, Mrs Georgaki will be leading KS2 English and Miss Chisnalll will
be our assessment and academic intervention lead. They will be delivering parent workshops in the future- watch this space! A huge
congratulations to them all.
The week of 16th- 20th is November is Anti-bullying week. We will not be collecting donations so no need to bring any money in. We will be
kicking off anti-bullying week with Odd Socks Day on 16th November. This is a fun and stress-free way for parents and children to
celebrate what makes people unique. Please enable your child/ren to come to school in full school uniform but with the addition of odd
socks! The staff will also be joining in!
Have a great weekend!
Miss Grasso

Stars and Authors of the Week
Well done to this week’s stars and authors!
Class

Child’s Name

Class

SOTW: Oishi
6

SOMMERVILLE

5

MOZART

4

CURIE

EINSTEIN

SOTW: Leen
AOTW: Oscar

SOTW:
Dexter

MONET

2

ARCHIMEDES

SHARMAN

Aminah
AOTW:
Zackariya

Hassan

FLEMING

SOTW: Daniyal
AOTW: Lea

BRUNEL

SOTW: Noor
AOTW: Beatrice

SOTW: Yousuf
3

Child’s Name
SOTW: Ksawery
AOTW: Whitney

Follow us on Twitter
Please click below to join our Ark
Priory Twitter account. We regularly
update this, so you can see what is
happening in our school.
Ark Priory (@ArkPriory) · Twitter
https://twitter.com/ArkPriory

SOTW: Iman
ARMSTRONG

Donations of jogging pants and
clean underwear needed!
SOTW:
Don't forget, if we've sent your child
Isaiah
Amber
home in some of our spare clothes,
1
PANKHURST
SEACOLE
AOTW:
please make sure to return them to
Romeesa
the school
office. Thank you!
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This morning, we had a special virtual assembly to
understand how our donations would be used to support
other children. We watched a video about a boy called
James, who despite his disability, showed the ‘courage to
fly’ and endeavoured in playing football.

Children in Need have very kindly set us up a
Just Giving page through which to collect your
donations today.
Click here to make your donation
Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and totally secure. Once
you donate, they'll send your money directly to BBC Children in Need,
so it's the most efficient way to give - saving time and cutting costs for
the charity.

Remembrance Day 2020 at Ark Priory

This year we marked this special occasion by holding
a virtual assembly with Miss Grasso. We tuned into
the BBC so we could mark the two minutes of silence
with the rest of the country. We also talked about
what was the significance of this day and why the
Poppy is a symbol of remembrance.

We have raised £641 so far!

AMAZING ARK PRIORY!!
Delicious cupcakes were made by Miss Louise to
mark the day

End of day routine information
Following your feedback and our observations, we are
working to ensure dismissal is as smooth and as safe as
possible. We recognise that there may be times where we
cannot always ensure that you are able to maintain 2
meters from others and therefore would like to remind all
parents to wear their face coverings and ensure that you
stick to your allocated collection time in order to avoid
large groups prior to our gates opening at 3.50pm.
As you will have noticed, we have extended the one-way
system to ensure there is a clear entry and exit and
crossover can be avoided. This also allows us to stagger
numbers on the playground and promote a safe distance
as much as possible. The entry side of the one-way
system is single file and the exit side has been made wider
to provide more space around the build-up of scooters.
We thank you in advance for your continued support.
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What are we learning next week?
Nursery
Reception

Year 1

Year 2
Year 3

Year 4
Year 5

Year 6

Our book of the week is The Gingerbread Man! We will be building story talk language by
retelling the story using props and the role play area and following the steps to bake our own
gingerbread men.
Our story of the week next week is ‘How many sleeps till my birthday?
Literacy: At the beginning of the week, we will be learning how to sequence our story in the
correct order. We will be identifying what happens first, next, then and last. We will also be
helping Ted by writing a list of things he needs for his birthday party on Friday. We will be
using our phonics knowledge to sound out the words and write down 5 things. We will also be
attempting to make some birthday cupcakes and tasting them!
Maths: In maths, we will continue to learn about 3D shapes and the children will be sorting
real life 3d objects by their characteristics. We will also be learning to order things by length.
Together, we will choose and cut out pictures of delicious birthday cakes and order them from
shortest to longest!
Expressive Arts & Design: Using junk modelling, glitter, colourful pipe cleaners and tissue
paper we will be creating a birthday cake to take home for our own teddy’s birthday party!
English: We will be reading a new story (The Wooden Camel). We will be discussing the
characters and learning to build full sentences describing what happens in the story and the
characters.
Maths: We will be exploring doubling and halving numbers to 20 and using the ‘Make Ten’
strategy to add and subtract within 20.
Other: We will be discussing the difference between toys in the past and toys now, thinking
about the materials used, colours and how they were played with. We have also started our
singing assemblies and will be learning a new song!
In Maths, we will be we will be using bar models to help us to solve multi-step addition and
subtraction word problems. In English, we will be planning our own narrative stories based
on Jack and the Beanstalk. In History, we will be finding out how we know so much about
the Great Fire of London.
We are starting to learn about addition and subtraction methods in maths ending the week
subtracting and adding 3 digit numbers using bar model and base ten to support pupils.
In English, we are focusing on building sentence structure in English by writing expanded
noun phrases, prepositional phrases and using subordinating conjunctions in sentences. We
continue to explore classroom equipment in in our new Spanish lessons on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays.
In virtual singing assembly with other Ark schools nationwide, we are learning ‘Somewhere
over the rainbow’. ACP: We are starting our stone ages topic. We will be answering questions
like ‘What do we know about earliest people? What was life like in early Stone Age Britain’
In English, we will write a dialogue between the characters of Varjak and Jalal, interweaving
direct speech with narrative. We will draw on our Reading lessons, where Varjak will be
introduced to the Way of Jalal. In Maths, we are using data to plot and interpret bar charts.
Next week, year 5 will continue their journey through the history of Vikings in Britain. On
this journey, we will learn about the Danelaw and its impact on Britain. In maths, we will
continue studying multiplication and division facts and strategies. In English next week, the
time has come to write our diary entries in role of Alva, the hero who's guiding us on an
impressive Viking adventure during our reading sessions.
Next week, Year 6 are continuing with our novel ‘Hole’ as a stimulus for our English lessons.
We will be revisiting the SATs tests we did last week and look at our errors and how we can
do better with our teachers. In PE, we are doing gymnastics and will be focusing on
balancing.
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Thank you so so much to everyone who has given so
generously to this wonderful cause. We have already collected
3 full boxes of toys which are being delivered to GOSH on
Monday by Caroline and Maxence. They have been so touched
by the support of our wonderful community, getting behind
them and the amazing place that is GOSH.
We had planned to continue collecting next week but due to
new restrictions from GOSH, we are unable to collect anymore.
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING
THIS WONDERFUL CAUSE!!

Notices from APPAA*
Follow us on Twitter @APPAA_ArkPriory Contact us at appaacommittee@gmail.com
*APPAA is ARK Priory's Parents' Association, run by the school's parents and carers to raise funds, hold events, and
bring our academy community together. All Ark Priory parents and carers are automatically members of the
association because you are members of the community.

The Wishing Tree 2020 has now closed
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS DONATED!
£2,776 RAISED, 284 ITEMS BOUGHT AND DELIVERED TO CLASSROOMS!
Thank you to everyone who has donated to The Wishing Tree 2020 fundraiser, which has allowed us to
purchase all of the items that the teachers requested for their classrooms or departments, that would have
been beyond the normal school budget.
This year we launched earlier than we had in the past - in July, prior to the new school year, and when we
were still in the first lockdown. We wanted to ensure the children's classrooms were full of items that they
could enjoy from the time they returned. We have been overwhelmed by the generosity shown, and will
now be closing this initiative having purchased everything from the list (the last £300 will be taken from
remaining APPAA fundraising from last years 'Happiness Project' as agreed by Miss Grasso).
Many thanks go to Cristina Leung who has organised the initiative this year, and thanks also to the APPAA
reps who have encouraged donations and helped with deliveries.
Thanks again to all who contributed, we are blown away once again by the generosity of our school
community.
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SEE ART RESOURCES PROVIDED VIA THE WISHING TREE IN USE:

The Giving Machine - EARN MONEY FOR ARK PRIORY WHILE YOU SHOP ONLINE!
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/ark-priory-primary
Whilst we do encourage you to shop local this Christmas, if you are shopping online at large retailers like
EBay, Argos, H&M, Sainsbury's or Boots, we would love you to consider using The Giving Machine. Purchases
made via The Giving Machine generate a percentage of everything you spend (at no cost to you) to the
school. Simply download the app (or use the website), create an account, and use the app to search for your
retailer, shop in the way you normally do. This is one of the easiest ways to donate to the school. If you
need help downloading the app, or have any questions about how it works, drop us an email at
appaacommittee@gmail.com.

APPAA Committee 2020 - MEET THE TEAM!
PUT A FACE TO THE NAME (OR SHOULD THAT BE MASK?!)
As we have not been able to meet and socialise as normal in this new school year, we have put together a
photo edition of the APPAA Admin Team and Class Reps list, to help you identify everyone! Please see below
and look out for it on the noticeboard. Do say hello if you see us!
We hope everyone is feeling part of the school community in these strange times. Do you know that APPAA
runs a 'WhatsApp' group for the parents of each year group, where you can stay up to date with latest school
news and reminders, as well as ask immediate questions to help with the day to day of school life. Please
let us know if you would like to be added. APPAA also sends occasional email communication to parents
about community and fundraising initiatives, if you would like to be on our email list please do drop a line to
us at appaacommittee@gmail.com
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As always if you want to help out or have any notices for the newsletter please contact
appaacommittee@gmail.com for further information.
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