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Ark Priory
Primary Academy
Newsletter
February 10th 2022

Dear parents/carers,
A huge thank you to all the parents/carers who attended the virtual Principal’s forum this week. I
have attached the presentation to the newsletter so if you were unable to attend, you can read
about what was discussed. If you have any questions with regards to any of the agenda items,
please contact me directly.
Another big thank you to all the parents/carers who completed our network survey. It is the last
day tomorrow to complete our parent/carer network survey. If you can spare five minutes, we
would greatly appreciate hearing from you. Please click here to complete the survey:
https://edurio.com/teacher/poll/FbxLJU Our pupils inY2-Y6 also completed a version of the
survey in school. We will share all the outcomes and our next steps with you at the next Principal’s
forum meeting in April.
I have some exciting personal news to share- I am getting married this weekend and therefore I will
be using my married name (Karmios) from after the half term. I will inform the children of this big
change on the first day back after the half term during assembly. I am sure it will take us all a while
to get used to the change, including me!
We have our Network training day tomorrow so the school will be closed to all pupils. We look
forward to the second Spring term and will see you back after the holidays on Monday 21st
February!
Have a very restful break!
Miss Grasso (soon to be Mrs Karmios!)
Principal

Ark Priory Primary Academy is committed to safeguarding and equality

Books Wanted Please!
If you are having a Spring clean this half
term, and have some books/novels for
older children, we are looking for
donations for our older ‘free readers’.
Please give any donations to Miss
Broodie or Mrs Nowack. Thank you in
advance for your support!

Ark Passport- Y5 trip to the Houses of
Parliament

Year 5 have earned a new stamp on their Passport! We have visited the Houses of Parliament
in Westminster. Some of us even managed to get a glimpse of Boris Johnson’s back. The
Education Department had organised a workshop on Law and Debating. Set up just like in the
Houses of Commons, we debated on whether the government should develop houses for
homeless people, using our oracy skills. The highlight of our visit was when our guide took us to
the Gallery, and we witnessed a real live session on the refugees’ issue in Afghanistan. It was
fantastic!
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NSPCC Number Day

Thank you to all those who donated money online to the NSPCC. We
raised a total of £281- thank you all.
We will ask every child to bring a £1 like we used to do for our next
fundraising event.
Thank you for your continued support.

Children’s Mental Health week:
This week was Children’s Mental Health Week. We carried out our workshops in class with the
children using resources from Place2be. Please feel free to explore the great resources available
for parents following this link: https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-andcarers/
On Tuesday 8th February was Internet Safety Day. We talked to the children about keeping safe
online and the age appropriateness of digital platforms and apps as well as Cyberbullying, how to
identify it and get support.
Please use the links below to find out how you can help your children keep safe online:
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/cyberbullying-advice-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/what-age-can-my-child-start-social-networking/
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School Lunch Invitation
You are invited for lunch on Wednesday 23rd
February 2022 at 1.30pm until 2.10pm.
Our Chair of Governors, Claire Dacam, will be
joining us!
Please email d.grasso@arkpriorypriory.org to
reserve your
lunch space.
24 spaces - first come, first serve

Donations Please
If you can donate spare/unused jogging bottoms, trousers
skirts, socks and underwear for boys and girls, please bring
them to Mrs Campbell in the school office.
Thank you in advance!

Book Fair
We are delighted that our Book Fair is returning to
Ark Priory! With expertly chosen titles from over 60
publishers.
It will be available from:
Tuesday 22nd -Friday 25th February
from 4 - 4.30pm in the school hall
You can have a sneak preview of some of the books
here: https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/travellingbooks/the-books.
Ark Priory Primary Academy is committed to safeguarding and equality
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Local Half Term Activities
Please click on the link below for a storytelling activity that is taking place in
our local library
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/asking-for-more-a-storytelling-workshopwith-richard-neville-tickets-255676293677?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
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ARK Priory Primary Academy

9.2.2022

Agenda:

1. Welcome
2. Ark Moments/ Passports
3. Voice 21
4. Safer Internet Day
5. School lunches
6. AOB

What is the Ark Connections passport?

Ark Moments

“Appreciate life as it happens. Moments will soon pass and you will
wish you had treasured them more.”

Vision for Ark moments
Moments in time are marked by all societies as a way of marking history, sharing
important stories and developing the community. Communal celebration and
experiences are integral parts of our schools' offer. We are building on this by
developing a set of 'Ark moments' to share across the network so that we can:
• build a strong sense of community across our network
• connect with a wider community through cultural and national events
• foster a spirit of citizenship through a connection to place, history and heritage

7

Ark comes together to remember
• Simple
• Genuine collective moment with all communities coming
together at the same time
• Focused on values
• Materials and structure
• Images of the moment
• Commitment

8

Remembrance Day
• Our first Ark Moment was coming together for Remembrance
Day in November.
• We held a special assembly led by our JLT.
• We watched a video that was created to include a number of
Ark Schools including ours.

9

Oracy and Voice 21

Our Academy Improvement
Plan Priorities 2021-22

Oracy skills are crucial to children and young people’s
success in school and in their life beyond, which is why
oracy education is the responsibility of every teacher and
the entitlement of every child at Ark Priory.

11

What is Oracy?
‘ the ability to articulate ideas, develop understanding and engage with
others through spoken language.’

In school, oracy is a powerful tool for learning; by teaching pupils to become
more effective speakers and listeners we empower them to better
understand themselves, each other and those around them.

Post pandemic is now more paramount ? As important as reading and
writing – the precursor to both – should be integrated throughout the
curriculum
12

How do we learn Oracy?

We develop the skills to do this from birth

How are we going to develop Oracy at Ark
Priory over the next three years?
Y1: build foundations of oracy teaching through development of
teacher practice - all teachers meet Oracy Teacher Benchmarks

Y2: embed oracy throughout curriculum, culture and routines - schools
meet Oracy School Benchmarks
Y3: continue to improve and sustain practice, cascading to other
schools

Voice 21
We believe that teaching oracy can change this, not only beneﬁting
students’ spoken language skills, but also their conﬁdence, capacity to
learn and success beyond school.
Becoming a Voice 21 Oracy School demonstrates that you too recognise
the impact a high-quality oracy education can have on your students.
You have signalled your commitment to transforming your school’s
teaching, learning and ethos, and to joining our national network of
Voice 21 Oracy Schools.

Oracy in action – let’s take a look..

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ADAY9AQm54
16

Safer Internet Day
What is E-Safety?
‘All users of ICT should be able to do so safely
and responsibly without limiting their
creativity’

School
•
•
•
•

Supervised
Monitored
Filtered
Curriculum

Home

?
75% of homes have access to the
internet
19% of young people have internet
access in their bedroom
More than half of all children (53%) are
never or hardly supervised online by
their parents / carers
81% of parents think they know what
their children are doing all or most of
the time when access the internet
UK Children Go Online, 2005, 9-19 year
olds

What are the dangers for us all?
Ofcom (Media Literacy Audit of Children,
2006, UK)
• 16% 8-15 yr olds have come across

‘nasty, worrying or frightening’
• 31% 12-15s make checks on new
websites (more if taught at school)
• 67% 12-15s trust most of what they
find online (just less than TV news)

What are the dangers for our children?
•

Biggest danger is the not knowing –
– 26% of parents can’t check website history
– 65% of young people can clear internet history
– 65% of parents can deny access to specific websites
– 46% of children can get round parental blocks

– 33% of children have met a ‘friend’ online
– 8% have had a face-to-face meeting with an online friend
– 89% told someone they were doing so

UK Children Go Online, 2005, 9-19 year olds
- 40% boys/ 57% girls asked to undress on webcam; 1 in 3 boys/ 1 in 10
girls did
Remco Pijpers Foundation (2006, N=10,900 teens<18 yrs, Holland)
•

Usage and experiences are not reported to parents/teachers as they
interfere with access

Cyberbullying
• Can be done by anyone to anyone
• Occurs via text message, email, through social
networking, blogging, …
• Can be stopped

Grooming
• You do not know who you are talking to
• Images and information once on the internet
can be hard to remove
‘18% of pupils were unaware how to block
unwanted contact on the internet’
School survey, October 2010

What can I do to help?
• Talk to your child about how they use technology.
• Do not be intimidated by technology you do not understand
• Follow the click clever click safe code

Something to think about…….

Jigsaw: for 8 -10 year olds
Jigsaw for 8 10 year olds - YouTube

eSafety - resources
•
•
•
•
•
•

http://www.parentscentre.gov.uk/
www.thinkuknow.com
http://www.getnetwise.org/
http://www.childnet-int.org/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/webwise/
http://www.iwf.org.uk/

If you have ANY concerns,
• Arrange to speak to Miss Rabbani
(Designated Safeguarding Lead) or your
child’s class teacher as soon as possible.
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School lunch invitation

You are invited for lunch on Wednesday 23rd February 2022 at 1.30pm until 2.10pm
Our Chair of Governors, Claire Dacam, will be joining us!
Please email d.grasso@arkpriorypriory.org to reserve your
lunch space.
24 spaces - first come, first serve ☺

AOB
1. Easter Club
Due to a positive response from parents/carers, we are hoping to set this up for Easter- more information
to follow after half term.

2. Diversity and Inclusion
We are awaiting responses from surveys to decide next steps. Please contact Miss Rabbani
(s.Rabbani@arkprioryprimary.org) if you would like to be part of this group. In the first meeting during Autumn 2,
only three parents came. We need more support to start and continue this important work.
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