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Ark Priory
Primary Academy
Newsletter
December 3rd 2021

Dear parents/carers,
We are hoping that all our events for Christmas can remain in place as planned. Please read
carefully the section of the newsletter that provides on update on covid measures. Thank you
for your support during this time.
I am very sad to announce that our wonderful operations manager, Miss Dunford, will be leaving
us at Christmas to start a new role in beautiful Wales in the new year. We will be so sad to see
her go as she has been an integral part of our school and is always there to help us all, including
me! I am sure you will join me to wish her well in her new adventure! Thank you, Miss Dunford!
A few reminders about next week:
Thursday 9th December – our ‘Carol Around the Tree’ event after school
Friday 10th December- Christmas Jumper Day and our Christmas lunch. You can donate by
clicking the link here: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/cin21-1201640?
utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=cin211201640&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=33f9da9aa95a44b7920814c8d290b393.
We finish at the earlier time of 2pm on Friday 17th December 2021 for the Christmas holidays.
Please make sure you collect your child promptly.
Have a wonderful weekend.
Miss Grasso
Principal
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Update on Covid Measures
On Saturday 27 November, the Prime
Minister announced new temporary
measures following the emergence of the
Omicron variant of COVID-19 in the UK.
The new measures will be introduced as a
precaution to slow down the spread of the
variant until we have more information. The
government has explained what this means
for schools. They have outlined their advice
here.
Face coverings
All staff and all visitors must now wear face
coverings in communal areas unless exempt.
We encourage parents/carers to wear
masks when inside school for example
during our nativity plays or at the ‘Carols
Around the Tree’ event.
Continue to test using Lateral Flow Device
tests at home.
A reminder that if the result of this is
positive, you must self-isolate straight away
– check if people you live with need to selfisolate; get a PCR test (a test that is sent to a
lab) to confirm your result as soon as
possible – get a PCR test to check if you
have COVID-19 on GOV.UK
Test & Trace changes
Test and Trace may contact you if you are a
confirmed close contact of the Omicron
variant. In addition to these, any suspected
or confirmed close contacts of the Omicron
variant will be asked to isolate for 10 days
regardless of vaccination status or age. You
will be contacted directly and told to isolate.

Travel guidance
There are changes to travel guidance,
please ensure you understand the
implication for any holiday plans in
December and your return to school in
January. All pupils must be in school and
ready to learn on Wednesday 5th January
2022.
What is not changing
At the moment there is no requirement for
us to return to bubbles, wear masks in
classrooms or cease parent events or pupil
trips.
Overall, the government wants us to take a
responsible approach to managing the risk
of COVID-19 whilst also continuing to
prioritise pupils’ education. We will
continue to make reasonable assessments
about the level of risk involved in all
activities.
As ever, we are so grateful for your support.
We will continue to communicate swiftly
and openly with you about these important
matters.
It's possible to get free Covid PCR tests
about 5 minutes walk from the school, at
the Michael Flanders Centre, Church Lane,
Acton, W3 8PP. It's open 8am-6pm. You
can book an appointment on the NHS site,
but you can also just do a walk-in
appointment.
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The Priory Elves are Back!
I am delighted to announce that our Priory elves have come back, although they are still causing
much mischief! Have a look at some of the pictures below to see what they have been doing to
surprise the children each morning!
We are holding our ‘Carols Around the Tree’ event with APPAA on Thursday 9th December as
planned.
Please join us after school for a few hours of festive fun for all the family!
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Year 2 performance of ‘Jack and the
Beanstalk'
A huge well done to the year 2 pupils and the staff team for the magnificant production
of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ Ark Priory style! It was wonderful to hear all the brilliant
songs, and see the pupils in action.

Children in Need
A huge thank you to all who contributed to
our ‘Children in Need’ collection. We raised
over £300 for the charity.
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Attendance
Our attendance is around 94%- this is very concerning. We are usually the best school in
Ealing for attendance and I would like to maintain this achievement this academic year.

ATTENDANCE
Whole School 94%
Our attendance is usually always above 96%
Please make sure your child attends school
every day.

Class attendance:
PANKHURST 99.17%
CURIE 99.17%
SHACKLETON 94.4%

The latest government advice can be found here about Covid-19.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-toknow-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-earlyyears-providers-schools-and-colleges
If you suspect your child/ren might have Covid-19, please use the free lateral flow tests
that are available via the NHS. If the test is negative, they are allowed to attend school.
Please only keep your child/ren off school if they are too sick to learn in
school.
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Year 6 Football Superstars!
Our Year 6 team did phenomenally well last week in
the Queen Park Rangers school’s tournament. They
missed out on being in the final in a nerve-wracking
penalty shootout in the semi- final.
I am pleased to announce that they came 3rd place
and are able to go to the next stage in the
tournament in the new year.
Well done team Priory!
Thank you to Mr Gallardo, Miss Lester and coach
Josh who accompanied the team on the day.

This weeks Winning House is....
Opreys with 424 points.. Well
done Opreys!
2nd Hawks - 312 points
3rd Kites - 302 points
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Star and Author of the Week
Well done to this week's
stars and authors!
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Notices from APPAA*
Carols Around the Tree - next
Thursday 9 December after school!
Help needed in the following areas….

Could you be Santa?!
We are looking for a jolly, enthusiastic parent,
grandparent or friend to be Santa at our
upcoming Carols event!
This year, Santa won’t have a grotto at the
event, but will be walking around giving out
Christmas cheer and small toys to the
children.
If you can help, please get in touch!
Costume will be provided! (DBS checked a
bonus! But we can arrange this, as needed).

Artisan Ark
calling our talented crafters and
makers!
we will once again be running this popular
stall, selling your beautiful homemade
packaged gift items (e.g. jams, chutneys, hair
accessories, plants, gift items etc)

We are also looking for Christmas
jumpers
to sell on the stall in advance of Christmas
Jumper Day the following day!

International food
(sweet and savoury)
looking for donations of lovely international foods
and cakes from our community - things that can
be sold in individual portions and eaten cold as
finger food. Let us know what you can make!

If you can help in any of these areas,
or can help set up, work on a stall,
or help clear up on the day, please
let us know via
appaacommittee@gmail.com

Notices from APPAA*

We would like to say a big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who is using
The Giving Machine to shop online.
Together over the last 7 years we have raised £2962 just by shopping via The Giving
Machine and we will be receiving our next payment of £30.18 from 22 donations in
November!
Plus, it didn’t cost you, or us, a penny!
If you’ve not signed up yet, but would like to help us raise even more, just find:
ARK Priory Primary on TheGivingMachine:
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/ark-priory-primary
Now is great time to start as you buy Christmas presents online. You’ll find over
2,200 of the most popular stores, so it’s easy for you to make a difference without it
costing you a penny more than the normal purchase price of your item. All proceeds
go into the Ark Priory Enrichment fund.

Hover
Here!

https://www.paypal.com/don
ate/?hosted_button_id=VVLJZ
CLYTKAW8
Click
Here!

Get in touch…
…We’d love to hear from you

Follow us on Twitter: @APPAA_ArkPriory
Contact us at: appaacommittee@gmail.com

Anything we can raise goes towards
additional
enrichment
activities
As always if you
want to help
out or have any
notices forfor
the newsletter please contact appaacommittee@gmail.com for further information.
the children at school like theatre
trips!
*APPAA is ARK Priory's Parents' Association, run by the school's parents and carers to raise funds, hold events, and bring our academy
community together.
All Ark Priory parents and carers are automatically members of the association because you are members of the community.

CONTACT Ealing’s
December Walk & Talk Session
Join us for a gentle walk, some time for yourself (with a free
coffee on us), with like minded parents and carers, supported
by staff and volunteers. Our volunteer psychologist Kathryn
Rocha will be joining us again on this walk for any questions
you may have.
Charles Barnard, Assistant Director Early Help and ESCAN (Ealing Services for
Children with Additional Needs) will also be joining us for this walk to hear from
parents directly about their experiences of Ealing’s services for children with
additional needs.

Thursday 9th December at 10.30am at
Osterley Park and House National Trust
Jersey Road, Isleworth, Middlesex, TW7 4RB (sat nav TW7 4RD)

Meet at Jersey Road entrance by main gates at
10.30am

If you would like to join, please email Satvir on
satvir.birk@contact.org.uk by Tuesday 7th December to
book your place. Hope to see you there.

Online Information
Workshop
for parents & carers

Supported by the Ealing Parent Carer Forum
Department for Work and Pensions

Finance & Benefits Update
Do you have a child with a disability? Are you struggling
financially or need more information because of a recent
change of circumstances?
Dipesh Mistry (West London Advisor) will talk through the
main welfare benefits (DLA, PIP, Carers Allowance, Universal
Credit) and any changes affecting families. There will be an
opportunity for Q&A.

When: Tuesday 7th December 2021
Time: 10.30am -12.00pm
To register email Satvir on satvir.birk@contact.org.uk for the Zoom
meeting link. If you are currently not registered with Contact, but
would like to participate in this workshop, please let Satvir know.

Parent & Carer Support Group

FUSSY EATINGInformation Workshop
Hosted by

Early Start SEND Team
Do you have a child with special needs who refuses many
foods? Are mealtimes a struggle? Please join our online
session to find out how to support your child’s fussy eating
‘challenges’. Meet and share experiences/tips with like minded
parents and carers.

When: Wednesday 15th December 2021
Time: 10.30am -12.00pm
To register
Email Satvir at satvir.birk@contact.org.uk for the Zoom
meeting link.
If you are currently not registered with Contact, but would like
to participate in this workshop, please let us know.

Ealing Council is pleased
to offer the Winter
Holiday Activities and
Food (HAF) programme,
funded by the Department
for Education to provide
free holiday activities
for school-aged children
(Reception to Y11
academic year 21/22) who
are in receipt of benefitsrelated free school meals.

For more information, to speak to
someone or if you do not have access to
the internet to book please contact:
Ealing’s Family Information Service
020 8825 5588, Mon-Fri, 9am to 1pm
or send an email to HAF@ealing.gov.uk

Free Winter
Holiday Activities
and Food (HAF)
Programme

Visit our website for more activities and
family support services information.
www.ealingfamiliesdirectory.org.uk

Visit our Local Offer for advice and
information for children and families
with Special Educational Needs and /
or a Disability (SEND).
www.ealinglocaloffer.org.uk
Keep up-to-date with news and
information for families in Ealing on
Facebook.
www.facebook.com/ealingfis
www.facebook.com/ealinglocaloffer

Full of amazing activities,
opportunities to have fun, get
creative, make new friends
and learn new things.
Code:

Children & Families

www.ealingfamiliesdirectory.org.uk

This is your opportunity to:
• Be more active
• Have fun
• Get out and about and meet new
people or connect with friends
• Understand nutrition better
• Find out about local services and
how they can help you

Ealing’s Winter HAF Programme
will run

Monday 20th – Friday 24th
December 2021 and
Wednesday 29th – Friday 31st
December 2021

Throughout the borough, there will
be over 30 HAF providers, offering
a range of free activities and healthy
meals.
Eligible children can attend for a
maximum of 5 days over the Winter
holiday – you can attend multiple HAF
provisions for your 5 days. Siblings of
eligible children may be able to attend
using the same code if providers are
able to accommodate their age range.

Activities may include:
•
•
•
•
•

Arts and crafts
Sports
Outdoor activities
Drama and music
And much more …

www.ealingfamiliesdirectory.org.uk

Other useful information you’ll find
on this website:
• More activity ideas and resources
• Information on healthy eating,
cooking and maintaining a
healthy weight.
• Details of key services i.e.
employment, financial advice,
family support.
• Services for families with children
or young people with Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities
(SEND) and access to Ealing’s Local
Offer.
www.ealingfamiliesdirectory.org.uk

To book your place or to find out what is
available please visit the ‘Ealing HAF’ pages
at www.ealingfamiliesdirectory.org.uk,
you will need your school code from the
front of this leaflet.

