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Ark Priory
Primary Academy
Newsletter
March 4th 2022

Dear parents/carers,
We have had a wonderful World Book Week at Ark Priory. There has been a lot of joy and laughter which was
much needed as we come out of the pandemic. The staff have worked incredibly hard this week as each year
group team has put on a show of their favourite book for the pupils- it was as if we had a theatre company in
school every day! We finished the week with our fabulous annual dress up day plus a visit from a real-life
author Venessa Taylor. Thank you to all the community as Venessa was booked using APPAA funds. You can
see more information about the week below.

Thank you also to APPAA for funding our new boom box.
This will be used for all sorts of events and activities.
Thank you so much for your continued support.

As you are all aware, there is conflict in the Ukraine. This might cause upset and distress for your child/ren and
you can find some resources to support you to talk about this difficult subject at home below. We will be doing
what we can as a school to support the people of Ukraine. Throughout next week, we will have collection
boxes by the school hall to collect needed items which will be sent to the Ukraine- please find the information
below about what items are needed.
This idea was brought to me by several parents-we have Ukrainian pupils/families in our school, and we
thought it was right to support in this way to show solidarity with them. I am available for those parents/carers
who want to put forward an idea or suggest causes they would like to support. We have a truly diverse
community and, although we will not be able to support all causes unfortunately, we are always keen to
support our immediate and wider community. Thank you to our families who have been involved in organising
this.
Our thoughts are with the Ukraine and our Ukrainian Ark Priory families. Our community always goes above
and beyond helping those in need- I am so proud to be a part of the Ark Priory community, and I know our
pupils, parents/carers and staff feel this way too.
Have a lovely weekend.
Mrs Karmios
Principal
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Attendance

ATTENDANCE
Whole school this week:
97.1%

Class attendance:
Curie/Sharman &
Somerville 100%
Brunel & Monet 99.%
Seacole 97.8%

This weeks Winning House is.... Ospreys

Congratulations!
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Conflict in the Ukraine
When children ask about war, or death, or any other difficult topic, it can be really hard to know what
to say. It’s even harder when we’re processing emotions about those things ourselves, too. However,
asking about hard things is a display of faith and trust from a child, which we can acknowledge with
empathy and honesty.

We have gathered these resources from children’s charities, such as this article from the NSPCC,
about talking to children about difficult topics. Save the Children have produced this excellent article
about how to talk to children about the conflict in Ukraine and Barnardos have created this PDF
about talking to children about war.
We are speaking with the pupils about this in school as well during PSHE lessons. If you would like
more information, or feel that you need more support at home, please contact Mrs Rabbani
(Assistant Head of Inclusion) who will be able to help. Her email is: s.rabbani@arkprioryprimary.org
We are collecting to give the items to Ukraine institute. https://ukrainianinstitute.org.uk/russiaswar-against-ukraine-what-can-you-do-to-support-ukraine-ukrainians/
We are collecting the following items every day next week:
URGENTLY NEEDED
- large and medium size backpacks

- camping mats

- sleeping bags

- protein bars / energy bars

- painkillers (e.g. ibuprofen)

- anti-flu medicine(Lemsips etc))

- wound dressing materials

- first aid kit

- warm blankets

- thermals/base layers

- hot water bottles

- insulated flasks

- baby food

- nappies

- feminine sanitary products
Please drop the any donations off in the boxes by the school hall. They will be there each morning at
drop off. Thank you in advance for your support.

https://www.withukraine.org/en
Our thoughts are with all the people of Ukraine, and their families there and here in the UK- this
includes some of our Ark Priory families.
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World Book Week

We have really enjoyed celebrating World Book Week at Ark Priory. The children have participated in many fun reading activities throughout
the week. Each staff group performed their version of a story- we really enjoyed this as it created so much excitement and laughter for the
whole school. What a treat!
We hope you enjoyed guessing the ‘Masked Reader’ though I am told that my accent gave me away (even though I tried to disguise it!). Please
see the revealed ‘Masked Readers’ below! Our staff have gone above and beyond to make this week so enjoyable and engaging for our pupils.
Today we had a real-life author, Venessa Taylor, in school who did a special assembly as well as workshops in classes. This was thanks to funds
from APPAA- we always try to spend the money raised to go above and beyond the curriculum. Thank you once again to you all!

Reception Team - 'The Three Little Wolves'

Year 1 Team 'The Gingerbread Man'

Year 5 Team - 'Beowulf'

Year 2 Team - 'The Highway Rat'
Year 6 Team - 'Macbeth'

Year 4 Team - 'Goldilocks and Three Bears'

Year 3 Team - 'The BFG'
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The Masked Reader
Mrs Rabbani

Miss Chisnall

Mrs Kelly

Miss Holden

Mrs Campbell

Mrs Karmios

Miss Papadopoulos

Mr Cameron
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OurCamps
We have listened to our parent/carer community, and due to high demand, we are delighted to offer
an Easter camp for Ark Priory pupils ran by the company ‘Our Camp’.
You can sign up your child/ren here: https://schoolcamps.org/organiser/ark-priory-primary-school
Please see the attached flyer for further information.

International Woman’s Day
on 8th March
We will be holding a special assembly on Tuesday led by our wonderful Junior Leadership
Team to mark International Woman’s Day. Polly, deputy Head Girl has designed a range of
posters to draw attention to the special day which will be put up around school. More to
follow in next week’s newsletter.
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OURCAMPS EASTER CAMP APRIL 2022
We are pleased to say that OurCamps will be back running camps
exclusively for your School Pupils.

7 th April 2022 (Monday-Thursday)
When: 4th April to 14

Time: 09:00 – 15:00 Monday to Thursday
Price:
• FREE if you are eligible for Free School Meals (Lunch included)
•

£25 per day + £5 for lunch

(Optional, you can bring your own NUT FREE packed lunch)
Camp Activities:
Gym & Dance, Arts & Crafts, Silly Science, Warhammer,
Physical activity programme and virtual soccer schools.
BOOK NOW

OURCAMPS.ORG

Notices from APPAA*
World Book Day Author Visit
APPAA want to say a massive thank you to author Venessa Taylor
for joining us at school today, meeting the children and running
workshops with years 1-6.
(APPAA will be supporting an equivalent experience for the Early Years
later in the year).

Come to the hall to meet Venessa after school today!
Copies of her books can be purchased at the end of the school day
directly from Ms Taylor. Price is £6.99 per book. If she sells more
than she has with her, she will take orders and deliver these
additional copies to school
Thanks to all those who have already ordered and paid for their
copies.

If you’ve not signed up yet, but would like to help us raise even more funds for the
Ark Priory Enrichment Fund, just find: ARK Priory Primary on TheGivingMachine:
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/ark-priory-primary
You’ll find over 2,200 of the most popular stores, so it’s easy for you to make a
difference. All proceeds go into the Ark Priory Enrichment fund.

Notices from APPAA*
NEW Art Supplies in Action!
Thank you so very much to our local
supporters and sponsors KFH who, as part of
APPAA’s annual wishing tree, gave a
significant donation to our school for art
supplies.
Here they are in action, bringing joy and
enrichment through creativity!
They are
bringing colour
and life to the
school walls
already!
Look out for the
Year Six Pop Art!
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https://www.paypal.com/don
ate/?hosted_button_id=VVLJZ
CLYTKAW8

Get in touch…
…We’d love to hear from you

Follow us on Twitter: @APPAA_ArkPriory
Contact us at: appaacommittee@gmail.com
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! any notices for the newsletter please contact appaacommittee@gmail.com for further information.
As always if you want to help out or
*APPAA is ARK Priory's Parents' Association, run by the school's parents and carers to raise funds, hold events, and bring our academy
community together.
All Ark Priory parents and carers are automatically members of the association because you are members of the community.

