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‘Twas the night before Graduation, when all through our houses, 
Year 6 were stirring, hot hot air all around us,

Gazebos in the playground, Balloon Arch set up with care,
Mr Dave (or Matteo) unlocking the gates, already there,

 
Library book reminders from the amazing Fiona we still get,

Professor McKaabachi still chasing laptops (have you given yours back yet?),
Packing our rucksacks for one last week,

Parents reminding: “Hat, sun cream and water bottle?
You need them in this heat!”

 
Fond memories of Easter Bonnet Parades in Reception, The Nativity too,

With Miss Rabbani and Mrs Harper to guide us through,
Phonics screenings; too-big uniform; and crying at the classroom door,

We got through to Year 1, with our wonderful office staff dealing with parents more and more!
 

Lovely Miss Cox, new to Priory then but now sadly leaving,
You taught us all the way to Year 2 with Miss Canavan, SATS achieving, 

Miss Tremayne and Miss Terry took over in Year 3,
The highlight was photographs by Steve McQueen at The Tate Gallery!

 
Year 4 with musical Mr Conard and magical Professor McKaabachi started so well, 

But then Covid struck as we all know too well:
Home schooling into Year 5; banana bread and PE with Joe Wicks,

But weekly newsletters and ‘phone calls from our fabulous teachers really did the trick!
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Now in Year 6, with memories past and present galore:

Sports Days; the Residential; World Book Day dressing up and more! 
Bake Sales; Christmas, Easter, Summer Fairs ... encore!

We fondly look back at seven Ark Priory years now gone in a flash, 
And we appreciate the amazing APPPA parents raising all that cash!

 
We really are a musical bunch with tons of school plays,

Carols at Acton Market, Macbeth the Musical, performances on many days,
And singing at The Barbican with other Ark Schools ...

The opportunities have been immense - and we thank you all!
 

We thank the catering and lunchtime teams who have fed us so well,
With the Jubilee and special celebrations throughout the year, they’ve always been swell, 

You know the food is good when there’s always a fight for the last slice of cake;
How do they they decide each day which one to make?

 
Miss Broodie and Mrs Nowack have a special place in our hearts;

I want to say thank you from us all but I don’t really know where to start,
From success with our SATS (but being a bit scary at the start of Year 6),

I hope your excellent teaching and getting us ready for secondary school really sticks!
 

We thank Josh and Elise for PE and all our fabulous TA’s who work so hard
We don’t know what we’ll do without you but know that you are stars!

We look forward now to the Disco tonight, and wonder which staff will be on the dance floor? 
Will it be Salsa and Foxtrot; or Hip Hop and Breakdancing? Let’s see what’s in store!

 
And from all the JLT we want to say a huge thanks to the SLT!

Mrs Karmios, Miss Carter, Miss Charlton and the amazing support staff in between; 
Your guidance and encouragement has brought us together as a great team, 

Finally ... for me, being Head Girl at Ark Priory has been the most wonderful dream.
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Head Boys End of Year Speech 
By Jasper Francis

I remember going on lots of school trips, such as going to Kew Gardens, the Museum of London
to see the exhibition on the Great Fire of London and the Petrie Museum to learn about Ancient
Egypt. 

We also had lots of fun lessons. One of my favourite memories is Miss Terry clambering into a
massive box filled with water for our learning on Archimedes during science. Miss Terry was
soaking wet and the water went everywhere! I also loved history lessons with Mrs Kaabachi,
and reading “Holes” with Miss Broodie. 

I loved running around with my friends in the playground, and going to choir every Friday from
year 5 onwards.

And I obviously remember our residential a few weeks ago, which must count as my absolute
favourite time at the school.

Dear teachers, parents and beloved friends,

I tried to think back to my first day here at Ark Priory, but I must admit I have completely forgotten. I
was only three though, and starting nursery. So it is a long time ago! But I do have lots of lovely
memories from the later years at school:

I could mention lots more things here, but if I blabber on too much, Mrs Karmios will stop me before
I have had time to say the most important things to you:

Firstly, to the younger children in the school: grasp all the opportunities which present themselves
to you during your time at this outstanding school. Whether it is joining the choir, trying out for the
junior leadership team or going to a football tournament. And obviously pay attention in your
lessons!

To all my fellow year 6’s: I hope you have enjoyed your time here as much as I have. I have really
enjoyed getting to know you and made some life-long friends, and I hope we can stay in touch.

And last but not least, to the teachers: a massive thank you for all you have done for us. You have
been kind and encouraging, made the lessons fun, and have put so much work into teaching us.  

Although I am excited about starting secondary school, I am also sad to be leaving Ark Priory.

Thank you
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2021/22 JLT Timeline

By Polly  Webster

One last push! This is my last JLT newsletter and
probably the last you’ll hear from me for a lot of you.

I’m going to take you to the beginning of the year (See
if you can stretch your minds that far back) and show
you all the things JLT have done in the last year. Now,
I don’t want to bore you out of your skulls, so I think

I’ll make this short and snappy. Enjoy!

September: The JLT are chosen! A few Year Fives, Mrs Karmios, Miss Broodie and Mrs Nowack
watch 12 presentations after whittling the Year Six students who wrote application letters
down from an impressive sum. They choose who will be Head Girl/ Boy and Deputy Head
Girl/Boy and who will be prefects. All twelve Year Sixes receive their badges in a special
assembly.

October: We get one week of school, marking the halfway point of this year’s first term.
November: Two things happened!

•   JLT did a special assembly for Remembrance Day. 
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For Anti- Bullying week JLT organised a special Ark Kindness Day where we got to

have a non-uniform day!

December: The first JLT newsletter! If you want to read it again, click here

January: JLT start greeting students when they come in the school gates!

February: Children from years Five and Six join a huge choir and sing with lots of the

other Ark Schools in something called ‘Sing into Spring.’ February half term marks the

halfway point of the whole year!

March: International Women's Day! JLT do a special assembly and posters I designed

we put up around the school. 

April: Second JLT newsletter. Here’s the link

May: We celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee a little early, but half term was in the

way! JLT does and assembly.

June: The school choir goes to the Barbican theatre to perform!

July: This month! You’re reading our special event right now!

Thank you all so much for reading my newsletters and I have really enjoyed being your

deputy head girl.

 To the next JLT: Good luck!

https://arkpriory.org/sites/default/files/newsletters/Updated%20JLT%20Christmas%20Newsletter%20050122.pdf
https://arkpriory.org/sites/default/files/newsletters/Final%20NL%2001.04.22.pdf
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Sing into Spring - The Big Event 
By Olive Bonaventura

You might remember me telling you about Sing into Spring back in February’s
newsletter. 

 
Well, on 27th June we all come together again to sing it live at the 10th Ark Music Gala

at the Barbican Centre. And it was AMAZING.  
 

On the day, Mr Conard called the school choir and spring choir to rehearse. We ran
through the songs and practised our performance skills. We were all very excited. At

11:45, the spring choir went to the Barbican, later to be joined by the school choir. We
got there and were shown to our spot, we were quite lucky because we were right by the
entrance to the stage so we could hear all the other schools practising! We were handed

t-shirts, royal blue ones with the white Ark Music logo on them. Then it was our turn
practise on the main stage. They showed us where to sit and then we warmed up our

voices and did a run through of the songs— it sounded amazing! After lunch the nerves
started to kick in. Sitting on the benches escalating up to the beautifully engraved walls
with the band in front of us was magical. We sat and watched everyone enter the hall.
We even spotted Mrs Karmios! Waving at our parents as they entered and seeing not

one empty chair was scary but exciting! Then the lights dimmed and we sang. Thanks to
Mr Conard it was one of the best experiences ever. My brother even enjoyed it! It was a

real highlight before I leave Year 6 and Ark Priory. So if you get the chance to join the
choir, you could experience this too. So do it! 

 
 
 



On the 29th of June the yearly KS2 Sports Day took place. We were lucky to be able to
have the event at ARK Acton again, one of the ARK network secondary schools with

large outdoor facilities. Fortunately, the weather was lovely and it only rained a tiny bit
towards the end. 

 
The competitions which took place were: egg and spoon races, long distance running (2
laps which equates to approximately 150m), sprints, target throwing, obstacle course,

relay running as well as the famous parent and teacher races. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
Lots of parents came along and cheered on their children which created a lively

atmosphere and contributed to all students endeavouring and excelling at their races.
The long-distance running was particularly exciting as it was often neck and neck

between houses. 
 

The egg and spoon race is one of the hardest disciplines as every reader will know. The
egg often does not wish to stay on the spoon no matter how hard the competitor tries.

Nearly everyone managed to get their spoons over the line and a lot of fun was had. 
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KS2 Sports Day
By Nicholas Rodgers
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Two of the highlights of sports day are always the parent and teacher races. Who knew
that there were so many excellent (and fast) runners among the staff and parent

community?
 

Each house wore its colours with pride and it is always wonderful to see everyone be so
enthusiastic on the day.

 
  Well done everyone for trying so hard! 



1.   Hyde Park
 
Hyde Park is an amazing place to visit during the summer due to its expansive area.
It also has multiple and structures to see such as the Diana Princess of Wales
memorial and stranger statues of a family of jelly babies on a black cube. During
warm days it is recommended that you bring a picnic and spend an afternoon in the
sun.
 
 

2.   The Thames River Cruise
 
This tour from a boat on the River Thames is spectacular for sightseeing iconic
buildings such as the London Eye, The Shard and The Gherkin (as many like to call it).
Not only this, but some boats run at night so you can see all the attractions lit up.
 

3.   Shoreditch
 
This area of London is a hotspot for architecture through the ages of time. Many
buildings from the 1800s are dotted around. However, Shoreditch is also home to
The Gherkin and many other modern buildings. It has also got landmarks such as The
Tea Building. This was originally a factory for Lipton, but is now an iconic building in
Shoreditch.
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My Last JLT Newsletter Entry - 
Exploring London

                              By Rupert Drew
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                              By Harper Mauchline
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KS1 Sports Day
                              By Mia Wilkins

On Tuesday 28th June, KS1 turned the playground into a sports arena for their sports day.
They had lots of events including hurdles, running, egg and spoon race, throwing beanbags

into hoops and a relay to fill buckets of water as a team. They all had a great day. 
 

On Wednesday 29th June, Nursery had a small sports day in the MUGA too and received
special sports day certificates and medals. Their parents gathered around and clapped and

cheered for them as they each were called up. The house point winner, for KS1, was...
OWLS!!!
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Ark  Music Gala - The Performance!
By Flynn Wilkins

On Monday 27th June 2022, 600 students from 33 Ark schools got the
opportunity to perform at the Barbican Centre. I know, the Barbican Centre! And

I was lucky enough to be one of those 600 students. 
 

The song that I and the Ark Priory choir sang was called Follow the Heron. When I
got on stage, I couldn’t believe how many people were sitting in the auditorium

but when I started singing, I felt happy and confident and didn’t even notice all the
eyes watching us. Our performance went extremely well and at the end the

audience erupted with huge applause. 
 

 We were just one part of this music extravaganza though. There was an
enormous choir, called Sing in to Spring, which was made up of many students

from a range of Ark schools, including some Ark Priory students. They were lucky
enough to sing several songs, which were very uplifting and put a smile on all our

faces. There were also some amazing soloists, bands and dancers performing,
some of whom were quite extraordinary. 

 
I am very grateful to have had this opportunity and really enjoyed watching some

of the highlights back on the link below: https://youtu.be/KCcGr1ay-Y4  
 

Hope you do too! 
 
 

https://youtu.be/KCcGr1ay-Y4
https://youtu.be/KCcGr1ay-Y4
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James’s Summer Crafts
                              By James Meyer

I decided that leaf printing would be a fun craft for all ages. First start by choosing some
paint and mixing it with water. This makes it thinner and it creates a nice base colour.

Next paint it on your paper and let it dry.  

Now choose some interesting shaped leaves. Paint the back of them and press them
down on the paper.

Arrange your leaves into a pretty pattern or picture. I made
mine into a person waving.
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Here’s some I made earlier!!!



@arkpriory  |  0203 110 0717  |    info@arkprioryprimary.org

Ark Priory  Primary Academy is  committed to  safeguarding and equal ity

Residential
                              By Isaiah Tesfamichael

 The trip to residential

Residential was a trip where we went to Ironbrookdale and did some activities. We
took a coach there. The majority of the kids were excited to go. When we went on
the coach, it took us 3 to 5 hours to get there. It was a long trip. We played some
games to keep us company while we waited, some slept and people[like me] were
looking at the scenery .When we got there, we were all amazed by everything.

The first afternoon and breakfast

In the first afternoon, we got settled in our dorms with our roommates, and had 2-
night activities. I was really drawn in to the atmosphere. Then, in the morning, we had
our first breakfast. In the breakfast, we had sausages, hash browns, toast, scrambled
eggs and pastries. The breakfast was really nice. Then , we had 4 really exciting
activities that we participated in. They were very fun, and everyone enjoyed it.

The activities and final breakfast

The first activity was climbing, we had to make it to the top of all 4 of the climbing
walls. The second activity was archery, we had to try and get the arrow on the target
by using an arrow. The third activity was quad biking, we had to complete the track in
our own pace speed. The fourth and final activity was the treasure hunt. We had to
find all then 21 stamps and then come back to where we started in the fastest time.

Residential was really fun.
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Our Special Memories at Ark Priory
"One of my most special memories of my time at Priory is when my year did our Peter
Pan play. I loved getting all dressed up in my sparkly Tinkerbell costume and singing a

solo from the top of the climbing frame in the Hall. We worked really hard for that play
and I was really happy when it turned out so well for everyone!"

 
By Margot - Head girl

"I have many incredible memories at Ark Priory like: Being voted for school council in year 2,
being a member of the JLT and performing at the Barbican centre in year 6 but one of my

very precious memories was being awarded ‘Star of the Year’ in year 1. That made me very
proud as I was so young. I loved wearing my star badge on my blazer too. 

 
My time in primary school has been a rollercoaster but being at Ark Priory has made it a

rollercoaster ride that I don’t want to end. The teachers are amazing and they do everything
to give us an amazing education and make us want to come into school everyday to learn. I’m
so grateful for that. I will miss primary school very much and all the friends I have made and

all the memories I have made too. Good luck to all my year 6 friends. And good luck to the
next JLT team too."

 
By Olive

"My favourite experience in my seven years at Ark Priory is ………………
…. the time we had a science lesson with Miss Terry who is sadly not

teaching at Ark Priory anymore. We had studied Archimedes’ theory of
buoyancy. It means that any body submerged in fluid will experience a

buoyant upwards force. The buoyancy’s magnitude is equal to the weight
of the fluid displaced by the body.

Miss Terry was dressed in a wetsuit, took us to the playground and
climbed inside a large bathtub of water to demonstrate how the water

would overflow. This is one of my most vivid memories of a brilliant
science lesson at Ark Priory and one of the best experiences I ever had at

ARK. "
By Nicholas
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"My favourite memory was when I was playing a game of mancala with Mr Conard because it
was based on the book we were reading that half term. It was great fun and I’ll never forget

it."
 

By Rupert

I think that my best memory of Ark Priory was when I was in Shackleton class with Miss
Rabbani on pyjama day. I was wearing a black and pink Micky Mouse onesie. When I walked

into class, Miss Rabbani and one of my friends were wearing the same onesie as me! 
 

Us year sixes have had a lovely time at Ark Priory and we are going to miss the school so
much when we are gone. 

 
By Mia

"My favourite memory of school is when we went to Edge Adventure in Ironbridge for our
residential, where we did a number of activities. My absolute favourite activities were rock

climbing and quad biking. I had never done quad biking before and I loved the extra
challenges the rock-climbing instructors gave us. It was the rock-climbing instructor’s

birthday so our group all sang “Happy Birthday” to him."
 

By Jasper- Head boy
 
 

‘I really enjoyed the residential because I got to go away with my class mates and try new
experiences. My favourite activity was the quad biking as it lasted a long time’

 
By James 
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My top favourite highlights over my time in Ark Priory
 

I have been in Ark Priory since reception and I have had special moments such as: being
the Genie in Aladdin [year 3] doing sports days [reception, year 1, year 2, year 3, year 4,

year 5 and year 6], being Macbeth in Macbeth the musical[year 6], going to
residential[year 6], my first day of school in Ark Priory[Reception] and the great games

we have done [All of the years reception to year 6]
 

My overall top experience
 

My favourite experience overall was going on residential. I think this because on
residential, we did fun activities such as Quad biking, Archery, Rock climbing and

treasure hunting. I think all the things we did on residential stick out on the list of my
favourite moments. Residential was really special and that’s why I think residential was

the best moment over my time in Ark Priory
 

By Isaiah


