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Ark Priory
Primary Academy
Newsletter
March 18th 2022

Dear parents/carers,
This week has been a very busy week for Ark Priory; we have had a visit from one of our governors, our
kitchen team made a delicious lunch in celebration of St. Patrick’s Day, and Year 1 have been busy preparing
for their show during the last week of this term. They will be performing their show on Monday 28th March at
2.30pm and Tuesday 29th March at 9am in the school hall. Parents/carers and families are welcome to come
and watch.
As per the letter sent yesterday, we are currently asking for parent/carers views about changing the timings
of the school day from September 2022. Please have your say by filling in the survey here:
https://forms.office.com/r/XkCSMEa14x Any decision would be made in agreement with the Ark Priory
Governing Body and Ark Head Office.
I would like to remind you the that the last day of this term on Friday 1st April 2022 is a half day and school
will close for all pupils at 2pm.
Have a wonderful weekend, and let’s hope the sun keeps shining!

Mrs Karmios
Principal
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Attendance

ATTENDANCE
Whole school this week:
95.5%

Class attendance:
Archimedes 99.58%
Brunel 98.38%
Seacole 97.4%

This weeks Winning House is.... HAWKS

Congratulations!
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Star and Author of the Week

Well done to this week's stars and authors!
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Steve McQueen and the Tate
Mrs Karmios received a special item from the Tate earlier this week from Steve McQueen,
who invited every Year 3 class in London to have their photo taken in 2018. ‘Year 3’ is a
record of the project. Steve McQueen also wrote ‘Year 3 challenges all of us to see our city
and its communities in a new way. Although their lives will have been affected by the Covid19 pandemic in ways both big and small, the artwork remains a portrait of potential; of the
children who live in London, and who will shape its future.’
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St. Patrick’s Day Celebrations
Our Safeguarding link governor, Adam Small, came to visit the school on Thursday. He
enjoyed the delicious St. Patrick’s Day lunch which was Irish lamb stew and mash with
vegetables, with some of our Year 6 pupils. He also met some of our middle leaders to talk
about their work, as well as the school council.

Thank you from Ukraine
A message from our Ukrainian families at Ark Priory.
We thank you from the bottom of our hearts for all your donations ❤
Everything was transported to Ukrainian community centre at Holland Park and will go to
Ukraine to the places where they are most needed.
Thank you so much
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Super Star Lea!
Mrs Karmios received a special item from the Tate earlier this week from Steve McQueen,
who invited every Year 3 class in London to have their photo taken in 2018. ‘Year 3’ is a
record of the project. Steve McQueen also wrote ‘Year 3 challenges all of us to see our city
and its communities in a new way. Although their lives will have been affected by the Covid19 pandemic in ways both big and small, the artwork remains a portrait of potential; of the
children who live in London, and who will shape its future.’
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Ark Priory Artists!
In April 2019, whilst the 1st lockdown was in full swing, inspired by Jewel’s daughter
Anjelica's drawing, JG Contemporary reached out on Instagram to Acton W3 based
creative kids aged 4-17, to submit their art. The works were displayed in the JG
Contemporary gallery window on Churchfield Road for some time during the lockdown.
The display put a smile on many peoples’ faces. These panels showcase the works that were
submitted in response to the call.
Lillyanna in Year 5 is one of our pupils who has her beautiful artwork is on display. Have a
look at the website to see which other Ark Priory pupils, both current and ex pupils, are
featured as well here:
https://jgcontemporary.com/w3/
Well done to all of our pupils!
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School Nurse visit to Nursery
to talk about teeth!
Nursery had a visit from the Oral Health nurse who told us how to keep our teeth healthy, we
even had a go at brushing some giant teeth!

Free Acton Library Event
The SPINE festival show will be held at Ealing Central library on Sunday 20th March.
The show is called ‘Dollop and Crinkle’, 1.30-2.30pm at Ealing Central Library. It is suitable
for 7-11 year olds, and performed by Half Moon Theatre. It is a free event. It is part of an arts
festival which happens every year and promotes literacy and reading to children. The theme
of the festival this year is ‘Kindness’. The show looks to be very lively and has two performers
who act out a story about friendship.
Here is a link that contains a short film about the show:
https://applesandsnakes.org/spine/2021/half-moon-theatre/
The festival is run by Apples and Snakes who are an arts organisation. It is funded by the Arts
Council.
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Ealing Food bank- donations
needed!
As part of our PSHE unit this half term, we are learning
about supporting charities and the importance of helping
others. As part of our learning, we have decided to support
the charity Ealing Foodbank as it is local to us and will be
collecting food to donate. If you are able to donate, please
look at the food list attached. There is a collection point by
lost property in the main entrance.
Thank you for any donations!

Ramadan and Fasting
Ramadan is expected to commence on or around 2nd April this year with Eid ul Fitr
expected to fall on Monday 2nd May. .
For Muslim families in our community Ramadan represents an important time of the year.
As a school we want to honour and celebrate our students’ identity; religious events are an
important part of this.
We recognise that our families will have differing traditions as to the age at which children
begin fasting fully for Ramadan.
Whilst we recognise that fasting is not compulsory before the age of puberty in Islam, we
understand that children are often encouraged to fast or indeed wish to fast to prepare
them for adulthood. We do not encourage children in KS1 or lower KS2 (Years 3 & 4) to
fast.
Please refer to the Fasting policy where you can find the form to fill in. This form is also
available in the school office
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World Maths Day 2022 is Coming Soon!
World Maths Day is an international celebration of mathematics coordinated by 3P Learning
(the makers of Mathletics).
Wednesday, March 23 2022 is the date of this year’s World Maths Day. It runs for 48 hours to
cover all global time zones. On this day, millions of students across the world compete in Live
Mathletics challenges to determine a global winner, while also participating in fun activities
that highlight the wonder of numbers.
For more information about World Maths Day and how to get involved online at home visit
this website: https://www.mathletics.com/blog/news/world-maths-day-is-back/

We have listened to our parent/carer community, and due to high demand, we are
delighted to offer an Easter camp for Ark Priory pupils ran by the company ‘Our Camp’.
You can sign up your child/ren here: https://schoolcamps.org/organiser/ark-prioryprimary-school
Please see the attached flyer for further information.
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Ramadan Fasting Policy

This policy was written and adapted: April 2021

The policy was last reviewed: April 2021

This policy was devised in consultation with a range of members of the school community including
representatives from the Muslim religion. Whilst we recognise that fasting is not compulsory before
the age of puberty in Islam, we understand that children are often encouraged to fast or indeed wish
to fast to prepare them for adulthood. We do not encourage children in KS1 or lower KS2 (Years 3 &
4) to fast.

Aims and Objectives
• To provide a safe environment for children who wish to fast during part or all of the month of
Ramadan.
• To ensure the proper care of children is maintained and keep parents informed if their child is
unwell.
• To further develop understanding of the different faiths represented in the school population.

Ramadan – An overview
• Ramadan is the ninth month in the Islamic calendar, and it consists of a 29–30 day period of
fasting, self-control, charity-giving and goodwill to others.
• Those who fast during Ramadan are not allowed any food or water between sunrise and sunset.
Instead, they are encouraged to think of cleansing the whole self, through prayer and reflection.

Implementation
• All parents must inform the school in writing if they wish their child to fast for part or all of the
month of Ramadan. We ask that parents complete a ‘fasting permission slip’; these slips are
available from the office or can be emailed on request.
• If a child says that they are fasting, but the school has not received a permission slip from their
parent, they will be dealt with in a respectful manner; however the child will not be allowed to miss
lunch.
• Children who are fasting should not be expected to exert themselves physically.
• For Health and Safety reasons, pupils who are fasting do not do active physical education lessons
at the time they are fasting. At this time they will do some health related learning.

• Children who are fasting will be encouraged to make use of quiet areas on the playground or the
school library in order to conserve their energy.
• As is the tradition in the school, RE lessons and an assembly will be held during the school year to
create an understanding of the Muslim faith and the festival of Eid-ul-Fitr.
• All children that fast will need to bring an emergency snack with them to school daily. This should
be something healthy in accordance to our Healthy Eating Policy.
• In the rare circumstances of a child becoming distressed or unwell when he or she is fasting, the
school will encourage the child to break their fast by eating their emergency snack and having a
drink of water.
• If a child has a medical condition that would be complicated by fasting, e.g. diabetes, the child will
not be permitted to fast at school.

Health and Safety
• Parents MUST inform the school via a permission slip if their child is fasting.
• The school will inform parents immediately if their child who is fasting becomes unwell.
• Children who fast must conserve their energy and not join in strenuous games.

Inclusion
• There is mutual co-operation between the parents of children who are fasting and the school.
• All children in the school are encouraged to feel positive about their family, their culture and their
faith.

Ramadan Fasting Slip

Child’s Name: ______________________________________ Class: ____________________

I give permission for my child to fast during the period of Ramadan.

I have read the Priory Ramadan Fasting Policy and understand how the school will implement this.

Signed: ____________________

Print Name: ____________________

Date: ____________________

Key Dates
Academic Year 2021/22
Spring term 2022

Summer term 2022

1 Feb

Chinese New Year

19 Apr

Inset Day

4 Feb

Number day

20 April

First day back at school

4 - 20 Feb

Winter Olympics

19 - 22 Apr

Parent Consultations

8 Feb

Safer Internet Day

23 Apr

St Georges Day

9 Feb

Headteacher Forum (Time TBC)

27 Apr

Individual and sibling photos
Headteacher Forum

10 Feb

Wonder Day
Mid Year Reports Sent Out

2nd May

Bank Holiday

3 May

Screen Free Week
Eid Al Fitr

4 & 5 May

Year 3 Play (4th= PM, 5th = AM)

6 May

Eid bake sale
Screen Free Day

9 - 13 May

Y6 SATs

11 Feb

Inset Day

14-18 Feb

Half Term

1 Mar

Pancake Day
St David’s Day
Y2 Bake Sale
World Book Day

16 - 20 May

Mental Health Week awareness

4 Mar

20 May

Y1 Bake Sale

7 Mar

Y1&3 - Parent Open Morning

27 May

Headteacher Forum 12.30pm

International Women’s Day
Y2, Y6 & Reception - Parent Open Morning

23 & 24 May

Y4 Play (23rd = PM, 24th = AM)

8 Mar

27 May

School Closed for the Queens Jubilee

9 Mar

Nursery. Y4 &Y5 - Parent Open Morning

30 May - 3 June

Half Term

17 Mar

St Patricks Day

6 June

Inset Day

25 Mar

APPAA Bake sale and Uniform sale

7 June

Jubilee Celebration Day

APPAA Sponsored Easter Egg hunt
Y1 Easter Show (28th = AM, 29th = PM)

13 - 17 June

Around the world week

28 Mar

18 June (Saturday)

Summer Fair

30 Mar

9am Reception Easter Parade

22-24 June

Y6 Residential

Wonder Day
Last day of term - 2pm finish

23-24 June

Y5 Play (23rd = AM, 24th = PM)

1 Apr

28 June

Reception & Y1 Sports Day

2 April -May

Ramadan

29 June

Nursery Sports Day

30 June

Y2 & Y3 Sports Day
Dream Big Day

6 Jul

Headteacher Forum (Time TBC)

8 Jul

Reception bake sale

9 Jul

Eid Al Adha

11 Jul

Y6 Show (11th = AM, 12th = PM)

13 Jul

Nursery End of Year Celebration

18 Jul

Transition Day

20 Jul

Y6 Graduation & Disco

21 Jul

Reception End Of Year Celebration
KS2 (Y4/5 & 6) Sports Day AM
End of Year Reports Out

22 Jul

Last day of term—2pm finish

ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO
CHANGE
Please check weekly newsletters for
updates

Absences
If your child will be absent from school please
contact the office by 08:30 on the first morning
they are absent.
Newsletter/Updated Dates
The newsletter will be emailed on a Friday.
Please check the newsletter as this will have
the UPDATED dates and notices each week.

Contact Details
Office — 02031100 717
info@arkprioryprimary.org
Head of School
d.grasso@arkprioryprimary.org
Assistant Head/Inclusion
s.rabbani@arkprioryprimary.org
Assistant Head
a.carter@arkprioryprimary.org
Nursery
Nursery@arkprioryprimary.org
Reception
Shackleton@arkprioryprimary.org
Henson@arkprioryprimary.org
Year 1
Pankhurst@arkprioryprimary.org
Seacole@arkprioryprimary.org
Year 2
Armstrong@arkprioryprimary.org
Sharman@arkprioryprimary.org
Year 3
Archimedes@arkprioryprimary.org
Brunel@arkprioryprimary.org
Year 4
Curie@arkprioryprimary.org
Fleming@arkprioryprimary.org
Year 5
Mozart@arkprioryprimary.org
Monet@arkprioryprimary.org
Year 6
Sommerville@arkprioryprimary.org
Einstein@arkprioryprimary.org

Key Dates
Academic Year
2021/22

Notices from APPAA*
APPAA Second Hand Uniform Sale
NEXT WEEK - Friday 25 March

Donations required! We are collecting good quality, clean Ark Priory uniform We
especially require Ark Priory branded uniform (jumpers, blazers, PE kits) in larger sizes.
Please put in collection box in side entrance or give to the office.
WE NEED YOUR HELP! If you can help set up, sell, and pack
away, between 1.30-4pm on Friday 25 March, please let
Luciana know on 07801749910 or email
appaacommittee@gmail.com
Many thanks for your support!

Upcoming APPAA Events

Make sure these exciting events are in
your diary so you don’t miss out:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Year 3 bake sale & uniform sale 25 March
Easter activities w/c 28 March
Eid bake sale 6 May
Y1 bake sale 20 May
Summer Fair Sat 18 June
Reception bake sale 8 July

Many thanks for your
support!

Join us on WhatsApp

Don’t forget we have WhatsApp Groups
for all year groups so you can stay on
top of the latest APPAA news and be
connected to other parents & carers in
your child’s class
Everyone is welcome so if you’d like to
be added contact us:
appaacommittee@gmail.com

Support our school!
You can donate at any time to APPAA funds to
support Ark Priory and further enrichment for all
children… just click below or hover on the QR code!
http://tiny.cc/appaadonate

Notices from APPAA*
Easter fun

Summer Fair – 18th June

APPAA will be running Easter word
search hunts that will take place during
school in the final week of term!

Save the Date: Ark Priory Summer Fair!

APPAA will be giving out sweet bags to
all the children - we hope they all have a
hopping good time!

This is an amazing opportunity to get
together, raise funds for the school and
enjoy some sunshine (fingers crossed!)

Thanks so much to KFH for their
continued support and their kind
donation to this event of £100!

If you’d like to get involved please do
contact APPAA:
appaacommittee@gmail.com

SOS - Save our Shed!
APPAA really needs a new shed for APPAA supplies, as the existing shed has
been damaged recently and is too small!
A massive thank you to Neil who saved the day by making our shed water tight
again after the recent bad weather we’ve had!
WE NEED YOUR HELP! If anyone in the
Ark Priory community has any knowledge
or skills to help us replace the current
shed (building skills, shed suppliers etc)
please get in touch - we would like to
install a new shed ASAP!

Get in touch…
…We’d love to hear from you

Follow us on Twitter: @APPAA_ArkPriory
Contact us at: appaacommittee@gmail.com

As always if you want to help out or have any notices for the newsletter
please contact appaacommittee@gmail.com for further information.
*APPAA is ARK Priory's Parents' Association, run by the school's parents
and carers to raise funds, hold events, and bring our academy
community together.
All Ark Priory parents and carers are automatically members of the
association because you are members of the community.

APPAA Committee Meeting Minutes
Mon 14 March 2022 8.00pm Act One Cinema Cafe

Attendees: Vic Robinson, Fiona McQuillan, Laura Wilkin, Andrea Ziemer-Masefield, Sam
Crossley, Luciana Chamberlain, Sandeep Mestry, Helen Moore
1. Welcome - Introductions and recap of roles within APPAA:
●

●

●

●
●
●
●

●

●

Fiona (APPAA Treasurer) - outgoing this year - managing accounts, bank account,
payments and receipts, also armchair giving / sponsorships. She has also has run
the Creative Card project for the last few years, and helped run the Ark Priory Library
(not an APPAA initiative but school led, but Fiona has been the main volunteer for 7+
years)
Helen (admin and Y3 rep)- manages the APPAA database, sets up the What’sApp
groups, and Welcome Pack for new starters (This year she has created an electronic
sign up form for new starters in 2022, to alleviate the problems of manual form entry)
Andrea (Assistant Treasurer and Reception rep)- New to school this year, has taken
on the role of assistant treasurer and is involved in events planning. To get Andrea
added to all bank accounts as a signatory etc we need to minute the request for our
association records. Action Fiona to provide exact wording required that we can add
the relevant to the minutes.
Sam (newsletter and Reception rep)- new to APPAA this year, has taken over
producing the APPAA section of the newsletter, which has been rejuvenated!
Laura - (admin team) general admin, events coordination, and produces posters,
artwork, and brochures (thanks also to Dan for his continued input with this)
Luciana - (admin team) outgoing this year - manages the APPAA mail inbox, Twitter,
uniform sales and other events planning, calendar and program manager
Vic (admin and Y4 rep)- the face of the organisation, always willing to speak at
events, sales, manages sponsorships, events and initiatives, and has organised
Year 6 hoodies for the last 3 years.
Cristina (admin team) (apologies) - general admin, posters, translations, events
support, has organised the Wishing Tree for a few years and wishes to pass it on in
2022.
Sandeep (Year2 rep), passing messages, representing APPAA on the groups

2. The Committee and Role of Class Reps in APPAA
●

General consensus that the role of a Class Rep needs to be clearer so that people
are aware about what the role involves, expectations and accountability. There can

●

●

be several Class reps per class/year so the tasks can be split between people, but
ideally for each year group, the reps should organise one bake sale, one social
event, one coffee morning, manage the What’sApp Group, (add the new starters,
pass messages), organise teacher gift collections.
The new members said that the new Reps need guidance and are not sure what is
expected of them so clearer guidelines would be appreciated - APPAA will relaunch
the reps role in Sept for the new school year.
We are still building back after Covid. We need to engage people more. There is
concern that people are not engaged, not on the communications channels and
missing out on our communications. Action Sam - Add a reminder piece in
newsletter that we have WhatsApp Groups for all years - everyone welcome and
encouraged to join as this is really our main comms channel

3. Upcoming Events
Further APPAA events for 2022 are as follows:
Year 3 bake sale and uniform sale 25 March / Easter activities w/c 28 March/ Eid
bake sale 6 May/ Y1 bake sale 20 May / Summer Fair Sat 18 June /Reception bake
sale 8 July
●

●

●
●

●

●

Easter Events - no ‘fair’ this time. Year 3 bake sale, and uniform sale, on 25 March.
We had talked about adding an Easter Egg tombola and/or other stalls but lack of
time and help does not allow it. Year 3 will theme their bake sale for Easter.
Contact Helen for Y3 bake sale help / Contact Luciana for uniform sale help
Other Easter activities - APPAA will run the Easter word search hunts (as in previous
pre Covid years) and give sweet bags to all the children (sponsored by KFH who
have donated £100). Laura has already bought all the sweets. Action Vic - to
contact school about timings for Easter hunt and rally helpers (likely 30/31 March in
school day) Action Laura - to ask school for a room/time where we can pack sweets
and rally helpers
Thanks to KFH for their donation and continued support - add to newsletter (Action
Sam) and Twitter (Action Luciana)
Summer Fair - We want to hold a summer fair but have concerns about manpower
required. We have agreed to invite external stall holders to offer food like burgers etc
so we do not have to run a bbq (one of the biggest jobs on the day) - we are willing to
forgo fundraising in order to maximise community enjoyment and involvement.
We will plan to have manageable stalls like a bar, tea and cakes, International food,
Performances, Activities, sports and games, Artisan etc Action Sam - We will have
a running reminder in the newsletter to ‘save the date’ of Sat 18 June - don’t say we
didn’t warn you!
Summer raffle - we will run a Summer raffle. A raffle is always a good fundraising
initiative and a way to promote and involve the local community businesses. It will be
online as per last year and Vic has offered to manage the platform again.
We can start to organise from now on - who would like to get involved in this as there
is considerable admin involved?
Jubilee Celebrations - We discussed the possibility of a separate event for the
Jubilee but given that school is closed for most of the period for the extended May
half term and bank holidays, this will be complicated. The Summer Fair can have a

●

●

Jubilee theme instead. Vic has offered to investigate a commemorative item, e.g. a
branded Ark Priory water bottle/ commemorative for Jubilee / fundraising and we will
then decide if feasible.
Additional social event - It was agreed that it would be nice to hold an event aimed at
parents of those in younger years, to allow them to mingle and meet in a social
setting. It would have to be an event that is easy to run but also enough of a draw to
make people come back to school or a venue after hours. The idea of a ‘summer
social film night’ held at school, with a film for the kids and drinks for parents in the
playground was suggested. Action Vic will check if DK approves and will allow
school to be used - this is confirmed so we could go ahead and plan.
Year 6 Leavers celebrations - There is a separate sub-committee set up already to
deal with this. The School organises the graduation ceremony and Leavers Party APPAA last year funded and organised the balloon arch as part of this. We may
organise a separate event for the children and a Year 6 parents drinks / social, all yet
TBC.

4. Finances update
●

●

●

●

Balance: APPAA has a healthy balance remaining from enrichment fundraising.
£4500 from uniform/bake sales. Carols event - £3600 remaining. £1180 from
armchair giving companies
Spending so far: This year APPAA has paid for 4 x theatre trips (still awaiting an
alternative event for the Early Years to be booked), World Book Day author visit,
Boom box, Playground equipment. ‘The Wishing Tree’ items were all funded from the
specific funds raised from that initiative.
Future spending priorities - school would like to prioritise theatre trips for next year
APPAA would like to sponsor World Book Day author as an ongoing initiative
School is suggesting that the MUGA resurfacing and revamp of the cookery/music
room could be future projects that could be part funded by APPAA. APPAA has
funds set aside for the MUGA maintenance (£3478 from the original fundraising
initiative) but not for total resurfacing. APPAA to check with DK and Mr Dave
regarding this.
APPAA really needs a new shed for APPAA supplies, as the existing shed has been
damaged recently and is too small for our needs. We require a bigger space, to be
able to walk in, with shelving/storage to make our supplies and stock accessible. We
need to investigate what is the largest footprint available without the need for
planning permission. Vic to check with DK. Can we ask in the community if anyone
would be able to help with any aspect of this (knows about planning/ could build it/
could supply it etc) - Action Sam to add to newsletter

Children’s Multi-Activity

EASTER

CHISWICK • EALING
HAMMERSMITH &
FULHAM • UXBRIDGE
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For all camp dates, venues
and to book your place please visit

www.aktivacamps.com

Aktiva Camps is an OFSTED outstanding
registered children’s day camp. Providing an
extensive range of sports and activities for
children to enjoy. Aktiva offers children
between the ages of 4 and 12 a safe, fun
and friendly holiday camp environment.
We encourage children to try new things,
building their conﬁdence and broadening
their experienceTM, each and every day.
Our programmes are designed to be
high energy, full of variety and most
importantly fun! Your child(ren) will
return home with memories,
home-made souvenirs and having
formed new friendships.
S

EASTER HOLIDAY CAMPS AT:
MOUNT CARMEL • WEST ACTON PRIMARY
SOUTHFIELD PRIMARY • BELMONT PRIMARY
HARVINGTON PREP • JOHN LOCKE ACADEMY
THOMAS ACADEMY • KENMONT PRIMARY
BRACKENBURY PRIMARY
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www.aktivacamps.com
Email: bookings@aktivacamps.com

MUSIC
WORKSHOP
DAY

Sunday 24 April
Join us for a day of
magical music-making
A fantastic opportunity for string, wind and brass players and anyone who
loves to sing. Take part in a programme of workshops with experienced
musicians and perform in a showcase concert in the Hammond Theatre.
Open to pupils in Year 3 and above
Musicians must be at least Grade One standard, singers of all
standards welcome. (We’re sorry we can’t cater for keyboard
players and guitarists but please do come and join our choir!)
Concert at 2.30pm, parents and teachers warmly invited
The day is free of charge including lunch and refreshments.
Closing date for applications is Friday 25 March
and early booking recommended.

CLICK
HERE

to register your
interest

