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Explore
Endeavour
Excel
Courage to fly!
Upcoming Events
13th Feb—17th Feb HALF
TERM
20th Feb INSET
2nd Mar World Book Day
ALL CHILDREN TO BE
DRESSED AS A
CHARACTER FROM A
BOOK THAT THEY CAN
BRING WITH THEM.
9th March Seacole Class
Assembly 08:45

Dear Parents and Carers,
As we tumble into a grey and somewhat soggy half term. I thought it best to
feedback regarding our Safer Internet week. Nationally E-Safety is a huge concern for
children and schools the incidence of malicious usage of information technology is
worryingly high across all age ranges. We have always endeavored to meet all
concerns head on and this week all classes have spoken about how to keep
themselves safe on the internet be that via phones, tablets or more traditional
desktops and laptops.
The children have taken to this brilliantly, however, worryingly when we started the
week with an informal survey 80%+ of children reported that they had access to the
internet (great!) however over 50% of these children told us that this was
unsupervised or unrestricted (not so great).

Women's Day

As such, the academy will be holding some E-Safety workshops for parents in the
spring term before Easter to try and raise community awareness of the matter and
help you to keep your children safe.

13th Mar SCIENCE WEEK

Have a great half term and we look forward to seeing you on the 21st Feb

8th Mar International

Yr2 Open Class 15:00—
16:00
N Open Class times for
week in N newsletter
14th Mar Yr3 Open Class
15:00—16:00
15th Mar R Wetland Trip
Yr1 Open Class 15:00—
16:00
16th Mar R Open Open
Class 15:00—16:00
17th Mar INSET
28th Mar Spring Art
Exhibition Yrs 1, 2 & 3
15:30—16:00
30th Mar
R & NAM Easter Bonnet
Parade 08:45—09:15
R & N PM Easter Bonnet
Parade 15:30—16:00
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School entry and exit at the end of the day:
- Walk on the RIGHT of the corridors and staircases please
- No snacks in the building
- Year 3 ONLY to use double doors by the gate
- Only year 3 and year 2 to exit via gate side staircase
- Leave the reception equipment alone – in particular please pass this onto other careers if they collect
you children.
- Please move away from the doors once you have collected your child
Readathon: The Readathon amount raised so far totals £374.20 this does not take into account any online
payments so the final amount will be in the next newsletter. I huge thank you to everyone that took part.
Topics
Yr1 – Great Fire of London – history
Yr2 – Predator or Prey – food webs and ecology
Yr3 – Keeping Healthy – human biology
R – Growth
N – Growth
Miss Mason: The ever wonderful Miss Mason has been selected to represent the general populace of the
United Kingdom in a court of law and therefore as one of 12 honest and true citizens will be completing two
weeks of jury duty from the 27th February. Mr Martlew will be taking the class during this period and therefore
will be absent from the gate and will be unable to reply to any emails etc. as rapidly as normal.

EMAILS – Ark Priory Primary Academy is having a total data migration onto another system,
which will put all email systems out of order for some staff until the 20 th Feb.
Apologies if you have tried to contact us in the meantime – also apologies if any newsletter
requests have been missed - Mr Martlew’s email were migrated 2 hours ahead of the planned
schedule resulting in some issues.
Top Table Letters to be issued on the 21st February

20th Feb INSET DAY
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Mrs Harper set a challenge for the year 2 and 3 children to be
able to add up the total ages of children’s whose birthdays
have fallen either this week or next week. Is the answer:
A)30
b)62
c)60
d)10

Byron building Meeting 7.2.17
Update :
The increase in funding has been agreed by the EFA
The contract has been signed with a completion and handover date of Jan 2018.
Balfour Beatty are on site.
Proposal for September 2017:
Health and safety and safeguarding considerations are paramount for both communities and have
underpinned all our decisions, whilst trying to minimise disruption to the quality of learning.
After examining all the options, as previously discussed, Priory and Byron will remain together in the Priory
building until the Byron building is complete in the Spring of 2018.
Both Byron and Priory reception classes will be based on the ground floor. The current nursery and
music/cookery rooms will be converted to reception classrooms.
Cookery and music will still continue.
Byron years 1 and 2 and Priory year 4 will be housed on the top floor.
Priory nursery will be relocated to the playground in a high quality portacabin. We have asked for this to be
situated at the far end of the playground to retain access to the MUGA for all children.
Byron will be asked to make the most compromise with regard to timetabling and provision.
Enrichment will continue to be the best possible standard and there will be a continuation of the current
programmes where ever possible.
We are consulting with parents regarding a shorter day, including a later start and earlier finish
Byron may also have to minimise its enrichment offer.
Lunchtimes will also present a logistical challenge and therefore Byron may need to make a further
compromise by offering a buffet lunch in classrooms on a rotational basis.
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We have requested to utilise additional space at Everyone Active each afternoon
All of the above has been comprised in the ‘education case ‘ put to the EFA. We expect their response by the
end of Spring 2.
Included in this proposal will be a request to provide additional resources.
Thank you to Mrs Chamberlain who kindly provided a list of potential requests for recompense .
Regular updated will be provided going forwards via the newsletter.
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Friday 10th February 2017

ARK PRIORY PRIMARY
ACADEMY ASSOCIATION
A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL THE WONDERFUL NURSERY
PARENTS AND CARERS WHO PUT ON SUCH A GREAT SPREAD
FOR THE BAKE SALE LAST FRIDAY. A STAGGERING £386 WAS
RAISED (to go towards our childrens’ trips) DESPITE A RATHER
WINDY AND RAINY AFTERNOON!
(SEE PICTURES OVER THE PAGE)

Upcoming Events
for your Diary . . .
FRIDAY 3RD MARCH
YEAR 3 BAKE SALE

FRIDAY 24TH MARCH
EASTER FAIR

EASTER FAIR

GREEN FINGERS, ANYONE?
A CALL OUT TO ANY ENTHUSIASTIC GARDENERS
AMONGST OUR PRIORY COMMUNITY
The school would love to plant up the beds in the
playground with vegetables and herbs etc and they need
volunteers (knowledgable or otherwise!) to offer up their
time and energy. If you can help, please get in touch with
Miss Steele (jacqui.steele@arkprioryprimary.org) or APPAA

PLEASE DO GET IN TOUCH
WITH YOUR CLASS REP OR A
MEMBER OF THE APPAA
COMMITTEE IF YOU’D LIKE
TO BE PART OF THE
ORGANISING TEAM FOR THE
EASTER FAIR. OR IF YOU
HAVE A SPARE 30 MINUTUES
TO HELP OUT ON A STAND
ON THE DAY:
appaacommittee@gmail.com
WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR
FROM YOU!

(appaacommittee@gmail.com).

SAINSBURYS VOUCHERS
Remember to collect your Active Kids Sainsbury’s vouchers and
post them into the collection box in the school office. They buy wonderful sports equipment
for our children!
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Ark Priory Primary Academy
Parent Council
Dear Parents & Carers,
HAVE YOUR SAY, GET INVOLVED & SUPPORT YOUR CHILD'S
LEARNING JOURNEY BY SHARING FEEDBACK, IDEAS AND
SUGGESTIONS VIA THE ARK PRIORY PARENT COUNCIL!
Come and talk to us at the forthcoming events:
Friday 10th Feb
3:00 pm

Parent Council Table

PLAYGROUND

Wednesday 22nd Feb
8:30 am

Parent Council Coffee Morning

COOKERY ROOM

Thursday 23rd Feb
8:00 pm

Parent Council Open Forum

SCHOOL HALL

You can also contact the parent council members directly or
email prioryparentcouncil@gmail.com
Lastly, consider joining the council as a member all enthusiastic volunteers are welcome!
Looking forward to hearing from you,
The Ark Priory Parent Council

Nursery:

Reception:

Caroline Beardsworth

Jess Htay

Kirsty Kinnear

Jovana Tomas

Year 1:

Year 2:

Year 3:

Lorraine O'Mullane

Liisa Puolakka

Josh Lacey

Lucky Panna

Anwen Newland

Emma Webster
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APPAA ‘What’s App’ Usage Guidelines
REVISED 03.02.17
APPAA maintains a ‘What’s App’ Group for the parents/carers in each year group. This is intended as
a forum to ask questions about immediate issues, such as when homework is due, and for class
representatives to remind parents of events and activities.
Inspired by the successful Reception 2015-2016 ‘What’s App’ group, which shared ideas, aided
communication amongst parents and fostered a sense of community, as well as deflecting
unnecessary questions away from the teachers, APPAA decided to emulate this group format across
the year groups. To keep everyone safe and happy on the group, the committee has compiled some
polite rules and etiquette that will be common across the school groups.
Points to note:




The group is run by parents for parents. It should not replace or substitute communication by or with
school for relevant matters.
The posts in the group chat are opinions of the individuals, not the group as a whole and not that of the
school.
The group is intended for the parents and carers of children in the specific year group only.

Please DO use the chat for:







Immediate questions about school business, e.g. what date homework is due in.
Reminders about school and APPAA events - e.g. meeting times, bake sale dates, donations for school
fair
Lost property notices
Sharing and swapping relevant stuff - e.g. spare uniform, costumes for dressing up days etc.
Relevant community notices -e.g. family events in the local area that may be of interest
Sharing information about school that may be useful to others e.g. if you join for school lunch one
Friday you may want to share the experience with others, or your childs’ experience at after school
clubs to help others decide if it is right for them

Please DO NOT use the chat for:







General casual chats - we are really pleased that there is a lively, friendly parent community at school,
but there are in excess of 60 people in some of our groups, so a little banter can soon escalate to a
huge amount of messages. Then important messages get lost, which makes the group ineffective and
daunting to the more infrequent users. We ask you to consider carefully what you post and how it
comes across to others.
School notices on behalf of school (unless specifically requested to help in the case of emergency or
urgency e.g. school closed due to plumbing failure). Whilst the forum can be used to remind people of
school events and business it should not be used as a replacement for school communication, on
behalf of the teachers or the office for example. If a teacher wishes to communicate something to all
parents in a class or year group, school should communicate that via the formal channels. As a
significant number of parents and carers are not represented on this group, information will not be
distributed as intended.
Posting private information about your child e.g. Medical records, school report, or comments on other
peoples’ children.
Posting photos/videos of the children at class events, outings etc. In order to safeguard children, and
on request of the school senior management, please do not publish these sorts of photos/videos to the
What's Apps groups, however well intentioned, as some parents do not consent to images of their
children being published on social media.

Etiquette
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On behalf of APPAA Committee, there will be a moderator reviewing the posts for each year group
(usually one or more of the Class Reps). Rude or inappropriate posts will not be tolerated. The
APPAA moderator will be PM’ing anyone who uses the forum inappropriately and offenders may be
removed from the group.







Don’t ask unnecessary questions that may be answered on the newsletter or school website or in the
school handbook, please do check these sources first.
Don't answer a question unless you really do know the answer, guesses just confuse, and no-one
needs to know if you also don't know the answer!
If you need to privately message anyone in the group, remember that you can view the group members
by tapping the group name and scrolling down. It would be helpful if all members had a meaningful
name and photo on their What's App profile to aid identification.
Don’t post adverts, religious or motivational ‘meme’s’, political statements or anything that may be
deemed offensive or is irrelevant to the school year group community.
Please remember that any other ‘unofficial’ Priory parent What's App groups are not the responsibility
of APPAA
Please remember that any messages or images etc that are added to this group chat, like any social
media, are in the public domain, so we request you are mindful of what you post.

We hope that all parents and carers who are not yet part of it will decide to join their
child's year group What’s App group – for it to be truly successful it should span entire parent
community! Contact your Class Reps to be added to the group. Give it a try if you are not sure, you
are always free to change your mind!
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The Giving Machine Update
Free money for our school whilst
you shop online
ARK Priory is registered with The
Giving Machine to help generate
ongoing donations for the school
and so far we have managed to
raise just over £795 for shopping
online.
Every time you shop online at
hundreds of retailers you can help
generate free cash donations by
signing up to The Giving Machine at
http://www.thegivingmachine.
co.uk/
So if you are a regular shopper at
John Lewis, Amazon, Tesco,
Sainsburys, Boden, Next, Ebay (and
the list goes on and on), you can
raise cash for free!

The Giving Machine is the only not for
profit, social enterprise helping shoppers
like you generate free cash donations for
the causes you want to support, every
time you shop online. You can find ARK
Priory Primary on The Giving Machine site
via the following link:
Ark Priory Primary School on
TheGivingMachine
<http://www.thegivingmachine.
co.uk/beneficiary.php?ben_id= 63154>
It is so easy to sign up – you just need to
have an email and think of a password
and your account will be created. You can
then add your cause and start shopping
and earning donations.
So, happy shopping and fundraising for
Ark Priory and if you have any questions
drop us an email
at appaacommitte@gmail.com or find
Charlotte Newlands who will be happy to
help.
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