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What does a student’s Reading journey look like in Ark Priory? 
 

This summary of progression maps out how reading skills develop in the Ark Priory primary curriculum: 

 

• In Nursery, Ark Priory children start the Read, Write, Inc. (RWI) Phonics, which is a synthetic 

phonics and literacy programme. Children learn the 44 common phonetic sounds in order to be 

able to independently blend them to develop their reading, writing and spelling skills. 

 

• In Year 1, we continue to explicitly teach Phonics and decoding while supporting comprehension 

through the distinct teaching of vocabulary and comprehension strategies.  

 

 

• In Year 2, we secure Phonics knowledge and decoding skills; we develop our focus on fluency, 

comprehension, vocabulary and oracy, and introduce non-fiction reading genres. 

 

• In Years 3 and 4, we continue applying our growing knowledge of word etymology and morphology 

and secure correspondences between spelling and sounds, including exception words. It is at this 

stage that teaching comprehension takes precedence over direct word reading. Children are 

exposed to a greater range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference texts. They hone their 

inference and prediction skills and are introduced to the higher-order reading skill of authorial 

intent, identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning.  

 

 

• In Years 5 and 6, we have confident readers who have developed strategies of independently 

working with unfamiliar words, while they continue building their repertoire of a wide range of 

texts. In these year groups, children demonstrate advanced reading skills, such as: identifying 

themes and conventions of written texts; comparing ideas and characters across texts; considering 

different accounts of the same event and discussing viewpoints, both of authors and of fictional 

characters. 

 

In parallel, all year groups are trained to discuss and perform texts, using Oracy 21 techniques, so that no 

matter how young, Ark Priory children can explain and discuss their understanding of books, perform 

poems and other material, recommend books to their peers, justify their choices and demonstrate an 

embedded love of reading.  
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How does Reading happen in an Ark Priory classroom?  

 
Classes in Ark Priory use a whole-class reading approach which is data-driven. Children receive four to five 

timetabled Reading lessons per week, as well as timetabled storytime and library time. Lessons follow the 

backwards planning model consisting of a ‘big question or idea’ and rigorous teaching of reading habits and 

skills to support pupils building an in-depth understanding of what they are reading while developing critical 

thinking skills. The planning for the Reading lessons reflects our Ark Priory English Curriculum and it is 

tailored to the specific needs of each class, addressing and teaching the skills outlined in the National 

Curriculum.  

Reading into writing is embraced from an early stage as we explore with children both their reaction and 

response to characters, and then begin to ‘read as a writer’ to unpick techniques and tools we can use as writers 

to develop our own engaging texts. Through reading, oracy, questioning and drama, even at an early stage, we 

can scaffold concepts which can be explicitly explored cumulatively as pupils move through the key stages. 

 

The Reading Spine selected at Ark Priory is informed by Pie Corbett’s Talk for Writing, CLPE’s Power of 

Reading and Doug Lemov’s Reading Reconsidered (Lemov, 2016). We ascribe to Lemov’s notion that in order 

for children to successfully navigate reading with confidence, they need exposure to texts that are complex 

beyond a lexical level and challenge the reader more.  Furthermore, in Ark Priory, we adhere to the Simple View 

of Reading (Bilton C.,Tillotson S.; Improving Literacy Guidance Report, Education Endowment Foundation, 

2020). Our Reading lessons embed skills of decoding, fluency, oracy, comprehension and critical thinking, 

through implementation of Ark signature reading strategies, such as ‘Inside-Outside-Beyond’, ‘Paired Reading’ 

and ‘The Six Steps Vocabulary.’ Our teachers practice Quality First Teaching modelling fluency and prosody and 

explaining their thought processes. Children are then given opportunities to emulate by reading out loud. In the 

independent task part of the lesson, children are set a class task and, where needed, scaffolded and 

differentiated tasks and resources support and challenge all learners. 

How do we support age-related attainment in Reading?  
 

A number of interventions and additional support is in place to ensure all children progress towards the target 

of reading at their chronological age or above: 

 

• Additional Phonics, both one-to-one and in small groups, as per identified need. 

• One-to-one and small reading interventions ensure all children can access the class reading text.  

• Implementation of the Lexia programme supports 100 targeted students working towards the expected 

standard in Reading.  

• Additional daily comprehension lessons follow the Cracking Comprehension programme. 

• FreshStart interventions four times a week, promote accelerated progress for older children reading below their 

chronological reading age.  

• Participation in the Bookmark scheme supports the skills of targeted students working towards the expected 

standard in Reading. 

 

Moreover, all our pupils take home 2 to 3 books weekly to read at home; Early Years and Key Stage 1 students 

take phonics books, banded books matched to reading age, plus a library book to promote love for reading. 
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How do we measure progress in Reading? 

 
In Ark Priory we have a robust system of measuring pupil progress and attainment that goes beyond the 

statutory requirements for assessment. We use ARK and National Curriculum KPIs, Headstart papers, 

NGRT reading tests, PM Benchmarking assessments and Fresh Start assessments. Data-driven and 

target-driven planning ensures pupils not reaching age-related expectation are promptly placed into 

focus and intervention groups. We endeavour to ensure that our children’s progress and attainment is in 

line with, or exceeding, their initial starting points when enrolling in the Academy. Our overarching 

Academy target is of 80% achieving their Age-Related Expectations in all subjects.  

 

How do Ark Priory parents support reading at home? 

 
Our aspiration for a love of reading extends beyond the school day. We expect our students to engage 

with their home texts and fill in their Reading Records weekly. In earlier years, this is done with the 

support of a parent / carer while from lower KS2 onwards, children take responsibility for reviewing 

their home books independently. We hold training sessions for parents to encourage a love of reading at 

home, enabling them to share their child’s reading journey. Our homework platform, Seesaw, is used for 

Reading-related tasks such as pre-reading. Finally, we organise Book Fairs and participate in book-

donation schemes such as The Children’s Book Project, to guarantee that every Ark Priory child has 

access to a treasured possession of age-appropriate, quality books at home.  

 


