
Primary Curriculum Map - Religious Education  
At a glance 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Reception  
  
  

Who am I? (All About Me)  
Experiential Learning: Tour 
of School. Visit from the 
School Nursery or Doctor.   
  
Context: Welcoming to 
School: Learning 
expectations and values. 
Developing an individual 
sense of self and building 
relationships.   
  

Why do we Celebrate? (Festivals 
and Celebrations)  
Experiential Learning: Trip to 
Morrisons to buy Porridge & 
ingredients for baking 
Gingerbread. Tasting Pumpkin  
Polar Express themed day.  
  
Context: The chance to find out 
about and explore a range of 
celebrations and the different 
cultures that celebrate them.   

What is ‘Out of this World’? 
(Space)  
Experiential Learning: Visit 
from Planetarium. School trip to 
the Science Museum.   
  
Context: To discover what is 
Out of this world, develop a 
basic understanding of Space 
and how it has inspired 
others.   

How do things change? (Growth and 
Change)  
  
Experiential Learning: Trip to a 
garden centre. Planting seeds and 
observing the growth process. 
Cooking and tasting vegetables.    
  
Context: To explore and investigate 
growth and change over time.   
  

Where can you find me?  
(Animals and Habitats)   
Experiential Learning: Trip to 
London Zoo and Chicks in 
School to observe chick life 
cycle.   
  
Context: To study a range of 
animals and life cycles. To be 
able to compare and contrast 
habitats.   
  

How do we move?  
(Transport, Journeys and 
Transition)  
Experiential Learning:  Trip to 
Acton Fire Station and Acton 
Park to go Transport Spotting   
  
Context: To identify different 
modes of transport and how they 
have changed over the years.   
To reflect on their achievements 
throughout the year and 
transition into Year One.   
  

N.B. :  R.E. should be taught for 6 hours TERMLY. Teach each session either as a half-hourly lessons weekly (30’ x 12 sessions) , one hourly 
lesson fortnightly (1 hour x 6 sessions)  or one hourly lesson for half term weekly (1 hour x 6 sessions).  
 

Year 1 
 

 
Special Days - Festivals Christmas, Divali and 
Hannukah 
 

• To introduce the topic of time set aside for non-
ordinary observances 

• To introduce the idea that certain traditions have 
rules regarding the observance of special days 

• To relate familiar festivities to religious stories 

• To explore ritual expressions of gratitude for the 
good things in life 

• To look in depth at one expression of a day of 
thanksgiving 

 

 
Special Places 
 

• To introduce the idea of sacred space 

• To familiarise pupils with a Christian place of worship 

• To look at the role of the mosque in Muslim worship 

• To create ‘a special place’ in the classroom 
 
 

 

 
Learning from stories 
 

• To develop the ability to ask questions about a story 

• To understand how religious stories are used to 
convey important lessons 

• To explore religious ideas about the origin of talent 

• To explore remorse and forgiveness through the 
story of Zaccheus 

• To introduce the concept of point of view 

•  

Year 2  
Special Food 
 

• To introduce the concept of meaningful eating 

• To see how eating a special meal as a family can 

 
The Importance of Water 
 

• To understand how crucial water is in our lives 

• To start to explore the ethics of stewardship 

 
Caring for our World 
 

• To explore how we define ‘the natural world’. 

• To explore the concept of stages of growth 



reinforce unity 

• To learn how Sikhs express a belief in equality 
through sharing food 

• To look at special rituals and meals held at 
Christmas 

• To explore rituals and food associated with the 
starting of a new year 

• To learn about a religious observance that 
revolves around a meal.  

 

• To explore cleaning rituals and a specific example of 
spiritual cleansing 

• To explore the different forms and meanings of 
Christian baptism 

• To explore water rituals from another tradition 

• To explore to the concept of ‘divine spark’ 

• To learn about some stories that explain the origin 
of the world 

• To explore the idea of ‘charity’ as it applies to the 
environment 

 

Year 3  
Belief and Practices – Christianity 
 

• The importance of Jesus as the central figure of 
Christianity 

• The importance of the Bible 

• The importance of a community of believers 

• To explore how rituals are expressive of beliefs 

• To explore the idea of religious cycles  

• To explore the Christian belief in Jesus’ 
resurrection 

 

  
Belief and Practices – Hinduism 
 

• To introduce Hindu dharma 

• To explore the concept of different manifestations of 
one divinity 

• To explore Hindu beliefs around female manifestations 
of the divine 

• To explore the main beliefs of Hinduism 

• To look at how Hindus manifest their beliefs in ritual 

• To understand that beliefs and values affect our 
behaviour 

 

 
Belief and Practices – Islam 
 

• To learn about some of the key beliefs of Islam 

• To explore the origins of Islam 

• To show the importance of the Qu’ran to Muslims 

• To learn the five principal duties of Islam 

• To learn about the importance of prayer in Islam 

• To learn about the role of the mosque  
 
 

Year 4  
Belief and Practices – Judaism 
 

• To introduce the pivotal figure of Abraham in 
Jewish history 

• To explore how Jewish people worship at home 
and at the synagogue 

• To explore the Jewish concept of deity 

• To explore the importance of cultural identity in 
Judaism 

• To explore one of the important Jewish days of 
observance 

• To explore the origins, meanings and rituals 
around the Jewish festival of lights 

 
Belief and Practices – Sikh Faith 
 

• To learn about the origins of the Sikh faith 

• To explore the Sikh conception of God 

• To explore the development of the Sikh community 

• To explore rituals and beliefs around the Sikh sacred 
text 

• To explore Sikh rituals and rites of passage 

• To learn about nam japna, vand chhakna and kirat 
karni 

 
 

 
Spirituality through Art 
 

• To look at how light and dark are used symbolically 
in art 

• To look at ways people have expressed and 
explored their belief through art. 

• To explore the use of symbols in religious art 

• To explore the idea that creativity can be spiritual 

• To explore cultural influences in religious art 
 

Year 5  
Beliefs Regarding Death 
 

• To explore feelings and beliefs regarding death 

• To introduce pupils to the Buddhist beliefs 
concerning the cycle of life and death 

 
Initiation Practices 
 

• To introduce the concept of an important life transition 

• To look at transitional events and their associated 
rituals 

 
Signs and Symbols 
 

• To understand the difference between a sign and a 
symbol 

• To understand how symbols convey ideas about 



• To introduce the concepts of reincarnation and 
moksha 

• To explore what many non-religious people feel 
about death 

• To explore the Islamic concept of an afterlife in 
paradise 

• To explore the Christian belief regarding life after 
death 

• To explore Jewish responses to death 

• To explore various rituals for welcoming new babies 
into the community 

• To explore the tradition to adulthood 

• To explore the symbolic signs of a rite of passage 

• To explore the idea of withdrawal from extroverted 
activity 

• To explore the historical antecedents of modern-day 
rites 

religions 

• To understand that people express religious 
affiliation through outward symbols 

• To understand how symbols of Passover help Jews 
remember their past and reinforce their identity 

• To understand the use of symbolic gestures in 
Buddhism 

• To understand that metaphor conveys meaning in 
religion 

Year 6  

Moral Dilemmas 

 

• To explore the concept of right and wrong 

• To explore religious, philosophical and practical 
responses to poverty 

• To explore the ethical complexities of choice 

• To explore the relationship between power and 
responsibility 

• To explore moral issues around helping others 

• To look at how morality is often linked with 
concepts of justice 

 
Sowing the Seeds of Unity 
 

• To know that seeds can represent spiritual and 
creative potential 

• To study the difference between food consumed every 
day and the same food shared and consumed during a 
ritual 

• To consider the value of giving and the importance of 
balancing human needs and the needs of others 

• To explore pupils’ concept of an ideal environment 

• To understand how preservation of green spaces is 
crucial for health 

• To explore the role plants play in commemorations, 
celebrations, and other rituals 

 
 

 
Festivals of Light 
 

• To understand the word ‘festival’ 

• To understand the practices of Eid-ul-Fitr for 
Muslims 

• To understand the importance of Diwali for Hindus 

• To understand the feelings of Rama and Sita 

• To understand the importance of Christmas for 
Christians 

• To understand the importance of Hanukah for Jews 
 

 

 

 

 


