
Reception: Topic Half Term Planning 

School: Ark Priory 

Term: Autumn 2 

 

 
 Which big book are we 

reading and writing 
about? 

Weekly topic / Key 
Vocabulary  

Topic session details  

 
Experiential Learning 

 
Home learning 

Week 1 –  
28/10/18 
 
28th Inset 
Day 
 
31st October 
Halloween  
 
Parents 
Consultatio
ns this 
week  
 

Pumkin 
Soup 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Halloween, 
celebration, pumpkin, 
autumn, harvest, 
celebration, trick, 
treat 

We will be sharing what we know 
about the season of Autumn and 
investigating to find out further 
information.  
                                              
Children to share what they know 
about the festival of Halloween 
and develop an awareness of 
where the Trick or Treat tradition 
has come from.      
 
Children to explore a range of 
materials and combine to make 
their own ‘pumpkin soup’   
 
 

Explore the texture and taste 
of Pumpkins.  
 
Children to create their own 
‘pumpkin soup’  

What happens in Autumn? 
 
Talk to your child about Autumn 
and the change in the season. 
Support your child in making an 
autumn collage. They are use 
leaves, sticks, etc. and can be as 
creative as they would like such as 
creative paint prints with acorns.  
 
Easypeasy Game  
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Week 2 – 
4/11/17 
 
5th Bonfire 
Night  
 
5th: Flu 
Vaccination
s happening 
in school 
 
11th 
Remembra
nce Day 
 

Hovis the Hedgehog   

 
 

 
 
 

Remember, firework, 
safety, gunpowder, 
plot, treason 

We will be talking about Bonfire 
Night and finding out why we 
celebrate and what the fireworks 
represent.  
 
Children will share their own 
experiences of bonfire night with 
the class.  
 
Children will use string and splat 
painting to create their own 
firework collages.  
 
Discuss the importance of 
remembrance day, what we 
remember and why.                        

Children will talk about 
fireworks, have they seen 
them? What do they sound 
like? What colours were 
they?  
 
Children will watch a video of 
the Disney World fireworks 
and share their responses. 
 
Children to experience with 
adult supervision of a 
sparkler being lit.   

Bonfire Night  
 
If you watch any fireworks with 
your children please talk to them 
about the sounds and the colours. 
You could also talk about fire 
safety and ask them to explain 
how to keep safe on Bonfire 
Night. 
Please upload pictures to EXXAT.  
 
Easypeasy Game  

Week 3 -  
11/11/17 
 
Tuesday 
12th: Odd 
Socks Day 
 
Friday 15th: 
Non uniform 
day for 
children in 
need  

Birthdays  

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Birthday, celebration, 
cake, candles, age 

Children to share how they 
celebrate their birthday with their 
class.  
 
Children to discuss their age 
and share the date of their 
birthday, discuss one more/one 
less. 
 
Follow instructions to create 
birthday cupcakes to celebrate 
the bear’s birthday.  
Prepare a class birthday 
Celebration.  

The children will make cakes 
for the bear and create an 
invitation for Miss Grasso to 
join us for our celebration on 
Friday. Children can also 
create their own birthday hats 
to wear at the picnic.  
 
All Reception children will be 
together celebrating in the 
hall then in individual 
classes.  
11th: Theatre workshop in 
school.   

 My Birthday Celebration 
 
Please bring in or upload a picture 
to EXXAT of your child celebrating 
their birthday or another special 
event. Talk to them about how they 
celebrated the event. Ask them 
what food they ate, what they did 
and which part they liked / disliked 
and record their response using 
speech marks.  
 
Easypeasy Game  
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Week 4 -  
18/11/17 
 
19th Oral 
Health 
workshop 
for parents 
8:30am 
 
20th: 
Audiology 
Screening 
in School 
 
 Thursday 
21st Nov 
Trip to 
Acton 
Morrisons 

The 
Gingerbr
ead Man 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Run, fast, 
gingerbread, man, 
help, gobble 

We will investigate a range of 
sources to find a recipe for 
Gingerbread (books and 
internet)  
 
Children will follow a group 
project involving parents where 
they will plan to bake 
Gingerbread, Write lists, count 
money and go to buy the 
ingredients.  
 
We will follow a recipe to bake 
Gingerbread and recount and 
describe our experiences. 
 
 
 

Trip to Morrisons to buy 
gingerbread ingredients.  
 
Bake gingerbread men and 
decorate.  
 
Visit from a local Baker 
 
 
 
 
  

The Ginger Challenge  
 
 
The children have made their own 
gingerbreads during the week. 
They have explored and tasted 
what ginger tastes like. This week 
your challenge is to bake anything 
you would like using ginger. Bake 
it, taste it and then take a picture 
and upload response onto EXXAT.  
 
Easypeasy Game 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 5 -  

25/11/17 

 

 

The three 
little pigs 
 

  
House, huff, Puff, 
blow, Pigs, wolf 
 
 
 
 

 
We will be talking about the 
different types of houses the 
three little pigs lived in and 
explore all of these materials.  
 
Children will discuss which 
house they think is the best and 
why.  
Children will plan, design, build 
an evaluate their own house for 
the Pigs in the Outdoor Area.  
 
 

 Create the best house for 
the three little pigs to live in 
without it being knocked over 
by the big bad wolf.  
 
Visit from a builder to discuss 
materials and their 
properties. 

.Family Game 
 
Play a game with your family. You 
can use toys, bears or act as the 
pigs and wolf yourself. Ask your 
child to retell the story of the three 
little pigs using as many phrases 
as they can remember from the 
story. Upload pictures and 
responses onto EXXAT. 



Reception: Topic Half Term Planning 

School: Ark Priory 

Term: Autumn 2 

Week 6 - 

02/12/18 

 

Book Fair in 
School this 
week 

Goldilocks and the 
Three bears 
 

 
 
 
 
Big, small, just right, 
hot, cold, porridge, 
bowl, bed, tired, sleep 

We will investigate Porridge 
using our senses, how its made, 
where it comes from, what it 
feels like, tastes like, looks like 
etc.  
We will write our own description 
of our favourite porridge topping. 
We will explore the use of size 
language and intonation when 
story telling.  

Make and taste porridges 
with different toppings on 3 of 
them.  
 
Create a class graph to 
record which is the most 
popular topping. Children to 
write their names and vote 
for their favourite.  

My Own Porridge 
 
Make an instruction list of how to 
make your own porridge. Include 
what toppings you want and the 
ingredients you will need to make 
it. Eat the porridge and upload the 
children’s response and pictures to 
EXXAT.  

Week 7 -
09/12/18 

9th: Nativity  

13th 
Christmas 
Jumper Day 

Sammy Spider’s First 
Hannukah 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hannukah, 
candelabra 
light, Jewish 
festival, spider  

Discuss what the celebration is, 
who celebrates hannukah and 
what they do to celebrate.  
 
Children to create their own 
Hannukah card using collage 
material to make a 
representation of the star of 
David.  
 
Investigate how the candelabra 
is linked with Hannukah, what it 
represents and when each 
candle is lit. 

Children to create a 
Hannukah card with a 
representation of the star of 
David.  
 
Children to play the dreidel 
game. 
 
Visit from a community 
member who celebrates 
Hanukkah.  

Light Investigation  
 
Discuss the different uses of light 
with your child e.g. torches, 
candles, lamps etc. Explore your 
house and discuss all of the 
different light sources your child 
can see. Please upload your 
child’s responses to EXXAT. 
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Week 8 -  

16/12/18 

 

School 
closes 
on 
Thursda
y 19th 

 

    

 
 
 

The 
Jolly 
Christm
as 
Postma
n 
 

                          
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Christmas, advent , 
calendar, tree, 
winter, snowflakes 

Introduce the children to the 
advent count down and explain 
what advent is and where the 
tradition originated from.  
 
Share the Christmas story and 
discuss why and how the festival 
of Christmas is celebrated.  
 
Children to create their own 
Christmas plan, design make 
and then evaluate their own 
Christmas decoration.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children will make Christmas 
Cards.  
 
Children to make their own 
Tree decorations.  
 
Christmas Performance  
 
 

Celebrating Christmas  
 
In preparation for next week 
please explain to your child how 
they celebrate Christmas so that 
they can share this with their class 
next week. Please upload any 
picture prompts that you have to 
EXXAT.  
 

 


