
 Ark Priory Primary Academy  

English Curriculum Mission Statement 

Intent 

At Ark Priory, we are dedicated to ensuring all children are passionate about reading and writing. We map out 

immersive learning journeys for pupils that are underpinned by a high-quality key text/s. Learning journeys are 

carefully planned out to ensure multiple opportunities for pupils to develop a love for learning, passion for 

discovery and a confidence to explore their imagination. We are determined that all children will become 

highly competent readers and writers and academically prepared for life beyond primary school and 

throughout their educational journey. The curriculum is mapped out to ensure a range of coverage of purpose-

focussed writing and genres thus developing children to be able to effectively speak and write fluently so that 

they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others, and through their reading and listening, others can 

communicate with them.  

Implementation  

At Ark Priory, the English Curriculum consists of: 

Writing 

• Carefully designed high quality text-led learning journeys, with a clear starting point and end outcome using 

the backwards planning model.  

• Personalised targets and differentiated tasks or resources designed to support and challenge all learners. 

• Opportunities to apply taught skills in other areas of the curriculum. 

Spelling 

• Daily phonics sessions in EYFS and Year 1, following the RWInc programme. 

• Weekly spelling tests focussing on the Statutory Spelling lists for their current and preceding year group. 

• Access to the Spellodrome programme for home learning. 

Handwriting 

• Nelson Handwriting – cursive- used across the academy. Daily handwriting sessions in KS1 and weekly 

sessions in KS2. Interventions held where necessary. 

• Pen licence used as a formal recognition of pupils’ efforts and ability in presenting their learning to a good 

quality.  

Reading 

• All classes use a whole class reading approach following our Reading Revolution 5 Day plan. The 5 Day plan 

follows a progression of skills, and help children to develop their decoding, fluency, comprehension and 

critical thinking skills. 

• Personalised targets and differentiated tasks or resources designed to support and challenge all learners. 

• Daily phonics lessons in EYFS and Year 1, following the RWInc programme.  

• Additional daily comprehension lessons in Year 2, following the Cracking Comprehension programme. 

• Pupils take home a multitude of books to read at home; phonics books (EYFS, KS1), banded books matched 

to reading age and library book to promote love for reading. 

Impact 

We endeavour to ensure that our children’s progress and attainment is in line with or exceeding their initial 

starting points when enrolling in the academy with the overarching academy target of 80% ARE in all subjects. 

Data and target driven planning ensure pupils not reaching age-related expectation are placed into focus and 

intervention groups. We measure pupil progress and attainment using; writing moderations (both in-school and 

inter-school), PIRA and NGRT reading tests, ARK and National Curriculum KPIs.  


