
 

 

Ark Priory Primary Academy  
English Curriculum Intent 

Intent 

At Ark Priory, we are dedicated to ensuring all children are passionate about Reading and Writing. Our pupils follow immersive 

learning journeys that are underpinned by high-quality key texts as detailed in our Reading Spine document. Learning journeys are 

carefully planned out to ensure multiple opportunities for pupils to develop a love for learning, a passion for discovery and a 

confidence to explore their imagination. We are determined that all children will become highly competent readers and writers as 

well as prepare for life beyond primary school. The curriculum is mapped out to ensure a range of coverage of purpose-focused 

reading and writing, exposing our pupils to genres which align with the National Curriculum. This develops children to speak, read 

and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others. In addition, they develop their emotional 

literacy and build a strong, independent voice beyond the classroom.   

Implementation  

At Ark Priory, the English Curriculum consists of: 

 

Writing 

• Carefully designed learning journeys, with a clear starting point and end outcome using the backwards planning model.  

• Personalised targets, differentiated tasks and resources designed to support and challenge all learners. 

• Opportunities to apply taught skills in other areas of the curriculum. 

• Opportunities to celebrate writing, for example: author of the week, writing competitions, sharing across the school with staff and children, 

author visits and corridor displays.  

 

Spelling 

• Daily phonics sessions in EYFS and KS1, following the RWInc programme. 

• Three spelling sessions per week, following the RWInc Spelling programme. 

• FreshStart intervention to address gaps in phonics and spelling knowledge.  

 

Handwriting 

• Nelson Handwriting font used across the Academy. Daily handwriting sessions in KS1 and weekly sessions in KS2.  

• Handwriting interventions held where necessary. 

• Pen licence used as a formal recognition of pupils’ efforts and ability in presenting their learning to the expected quality.  

 

Reading 

• Most classes use a whole-class reading approach which is data-driven. The planning reflects the specific needs of each class to address and 

teach a progression of skills, as outlined in the National Curriculum. Reading lessons help children to develop their decoding, fluency, oracy, 

comprehension and critical thinking skills. 

• Children are set individual targets and adapted tasks and resources to support and challenge all learners. 

• Daily phonics lessons in EYFS and KS1, follow the RWInc programme.  

• Implementation of the Lexia programme supports 100 targeted students working towards the expected standard in Reading.  

• Additional daily comprehension lessons in Year 2, following the Cracking Comprehension programme. 

• FreshStart interventions four times a week, promote accelerated progress for children reading well-below their chronological reading age.  

• Pupils take home 2 to 3 books weekly to read at home; phonics books (EYFS, KS1), banded books and a library book. 

• We have weekly library slots for each class to visit the school library and read for pleasure.  

• Across the school, classes have daily storytime sessions to support exposure of texts, building vocabulary and modelling fluency.   

Impact 

We measure pupil progress and attainment using: ARK and National Curriculum KPIs, EExAT developmental milestones; writing moderations 

(both in-school and inter-school) following ARK TAFs and exemplars; Headstart and NGRT reading tests followed by PM Benchmarking 

assessments; Fresh Start assessments. Data-driven and target-driven planning ensures pupils not reaching age-related expectation are promptly 

placed into focus and intervention groups. We endeavour to ensure that our children’s progress and attainment is in line with, or exceeding, 

their initial starting points when enrolling in the academy with the overarching Academy target of 80% ARE in all subjects.  


