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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I would like to remind parents that children are not allowed to bring toys into school. I have seen an 
increase in the number of toys during playtimes. This is something that is not allowed as toys can cause 
all sorts of issues amongst the children and often get lost. Thank you for supporting us with this. 

As a parent/carer, you may have a concern that you would like to discuss with your child’s class teacher 
as a first point of contact. May I remind parents that we expect polite and respectful communication 
when sending emails. If there is too much to explain, please contact your class teacher for a meeting 
time as issues tend to have faster and more effective outcomes when dealt with face to face.  

May I also remind you that the deadline to buy sibling or individual photos through the school is Friday 
15th March 2019. The school cannot accept any past this time, but you may order them online at any 
time, even after this date. 
 
There is no school this Monday (11th) due to an INSET Day. Have a wonderful weekend and we will 
see you all on TUESDAY! Thank you. 
 

 Miss Grasso 

 

 Headteacher Parent/Carer Forum 
Friday 22nd March at 9am in the school hall 
 
I will be holding my second Headteacher Parent/Carer Forum on 
Friday 22nd March at 9am in our school hall. This is your 
opportunity to bring any ideas/comments/questions that you 
may have forward for our meeting. I will be sending out the 
agenda in the newsletter the week before the forum so the 
deadline to send any ideas for discussion will be Friday 15th 
March. Please send these to my email at 
d.grasso@arkprioryprimary.org. I will aim to add everyone’s 
ideas/comments to the agenda but please be aware that this 
might not be possible due to time constraints.  
 
I would like the forum to be used as a way of the school and 
parent/carer community working together to make Ark Priory an 
even better place for our children, rather than a forum for 
complaints. May I remind you if you have a personal problem 
regarding your child/ren specifically, please arrange to meet 
your child’s class teacher to have this discussion. The 
Headteacher forum will not be used for this purpose. Thank you 
all. 

 

 

Attendance 

Our whole school attendance for 
the week is: 

97.4% 

Class Attendance: 

1. Fleming 99% 

2. Brunel 98.6% 

3. Pankhurst 98.4% 
 

Well done to Fleming class! Let’s 
see which class is the first to gain 
100% attendance! 
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World Book Week 
This week we celebrated World Book Day. We did so many wonderful things…… Here are just a few of 
them! 

 
Jungle Bungle Show on Monday 

 
This week, all children in KS1 and KS2 were lucky enough to enjoy a theatre show call the ‘Jungle 

Bungle’ show. This was arranged with funds from the APPAA ‘Happiness Project’ money in order to 
enable all children to enjoy the delights of the theatre. The production was enjoyed by all, including the 
staff! Thank you once again for working together as a community to raise funds via APPAA for all these 

wonderful extra curriculum activities. 
 

World Book Day on Thursday 
 
We had the delight of welcoming award-winning author, Michaela Alexander to Ark Priory who read us 
her book - Miles and Mia: A to Z. She awarded the best dressed in each class (voted by their peers) with 
either a Miles and Mia book of their own or an exclusive t-shirt!  We also spend some time sharing 
stories and reading to other year groups. Take a look at some snap shots of our day below… 
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STEM Parent Forum- Help needed! 
The STEM parent forum have created a survey and we would be delighted if you would take around 5 
minutes to complete this. 
  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/5MS9XXB 
  
Why? 
We are sending this out to find out more about our parent body and the interest there is in science, 
technology, engineering and maths and how to continue to improve it. 
  
What will happen next? 
We will collate the answers and the parent forum will work on a plan moving forward to support 
children, parents and the local community to develop and grow the impact of STEM, particularly with 
additional focus on supporting parents at home. 
  
How can I get involved? 
If you would like to be more involved with the STEM parent forum, would like to be more active or 
currently work in a profession that uses science, technology, engineering and maths in any way and 
you would like to share that knowledge please contact Miss Terry s.terry@arkprioryprimary.org 
  

Key Dates for Spring 2: 
(Details to be confirmed closer to the events) 

Monday 11th March- INSET day – school is closed 
Monday 18th March- KS1 Parent Meeting at 3pm 
Friday 22nd March: Parents Forum with Head of School at 9am 
Friday 22nd March: The Bicycle Society after school 
Friday 29th March 2019- APPAA Spring Fair after school 
Tuesday 2nd April 2019: Year 1 Easter Show at 2.30pm 
Wednesday 3rd April 2019: Year 1 Easter Show at 9am 
Wednesday 3rdApril 2019- Home School Prep hand in date 
Thursday 4th April 2019: Reception Easter Bonnet Parade 9am 
Thursday 4th April 2019: Stay and Play for Nursery am and pm (times etc to follow) 
Friday 5th April 2019- Primary Showcase at 8.45am in the cookery room 
Friday 5th April 2019- School close early at 12pm for Easter holidays 

The Bicycle Society- Reception and EYFS: 

On the week commencing the 18th March, there will be a biking instructor 
from The Bicycle Society coming in to work with Reception and Year One on 
their biking skills! These sessions will get your children using the school’s 
brand new Key Stage One bikes!  

This is a very exciting opportunity and to celebrate we would like to invite the 
Year One and Reception children's parents and carers to stay in the 
playground after school on Friday 22nd March for half an hour to watch 
their children taking turns on the bikes! Rob, the cycle teacher, will be staying 
to answer any questions you may have about teaching your children how to 
ride without stabilisers.  

Thank you! 

 

Don’t forget to 
use the online 
pick-up slips! 

If you wanted to find them, go to 
arkpriory.org and click on the 
"Life at School" option and then 
"Pick Up Slip". 
  
I am also happy to say that we 
have some printed copies 
available on the left-hand side of 
the foyer in the yellow wall 
mount. During peak times, you 
can now grab one and fill it in, 
not having to wait in line to 
speak to Miss Campbell. 
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Notices from APPAA  - Ark Priory Primary Academy Association   
 
Follow us on Twitter @APPAA_ArkPriory    
Contact us at: 
appaacommittee@gmail.com 
 

APPAA Fundraising - what is it for?  - We are delighted that Ark Priory pupils from Reception to 
year 5 got to attend an in-school Literary Musical ‘Jungle Bungle’ from ’West End in Schools’ this 
week, all paid for by APPAA fundraising efforts. We thank everyone for your generous support that 
allows us to fund equipment that the school could otherwise not afford, and enrichment 
experiences such as these for the children, that go beyond the National Curriculum. In the minutes 
of the last APPAA meeting issued last Friday, there was detail of all the spending that has been 
possible with the funds raised at the Christmas Fair and other events, including new playground 
games, wet play boxes for each class, items to create a sensory room and reading den and 
improvements to the library, and further in-school workshops. All of these items and experiences 
would not be possible without your continued support.  
 

Nursery Bakesale - Thank you to those who baked, helped and supported the first bakesale 
hosted by Nursery Parents and Carers (AM and PM) this Friday 9 March 2019 at 3pm. All funds 
raised will go towards further enrichment and activities for the children.  
 
 

Spring Fete - Fri 29 March - APPAA’s next fundraising event will be the Spring Fete held on 
Friday 29 March after school at 3 pm. We have started planning this and have a nice variety of 
activities and stalls building up. We would love you to be involved - please contact APPAA if you 
would like to help!  
 

 If you can donate Easter Eggs and confectionery for the ever popular Easter Egg 
Tombola, start looking out for those supermarket offers now! (contact Amanda Meyer  - 
Year 3 and 1 mum) 

 Any talented Artisans in the community to make handmade goods that we could sell - 
jams, chutneys, packaged food items, plants, gift items, hair accessories etc .... as it’s 
Mother’s Day just after we would appreciate any lovely donations. (Contact Charlotte 
Newlands - Year 3 and Reception mum, or Laura Wilkin - Year 3 and 1 mum)  

 Any bakers - we would love your sweet and savoury goods to be sold at the fair on our 
Vintage Tea and Cakes stall (contact Luciana Chamberlain - Year 3 mum or  Stef Burt Year 
3 and Reception Mum) and International Food Stall (contact Dheg Aidid -Year 1 and 
Nursery PM mum /Fatuma Ahmed - Year 3 and Reception mum) 

 

If you can help on the day and have any suggestions please get in touch at 
appaacommittee@gmail.com - we would particularly welcome help from any parent /carer who 
would like to run a game or activity... 
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