
 1 6 

 

Overview of Topic content for Nursery 2017: Out of this world! 

This is an overview of our learning this half term.  Important dates are highlighted in yellow – please add these to your diary. 

 Big book Topic Topic lesson objectives Music Experiential 

learning 

Homework 

Week 1 - 5th Jan 

Please send any 

household packaging 

for examples 

tubes, bottles, 

boxes etc that 

children could 

create space 

vehicles with! 

Zoom 

rocket 

zoom  

What is a rocket? To use imagination to 

create space vehicles eg  

shuttles, rockets, space 

stations, spacecraft   

To explore, searching for 

moon rocks and then 

discuss findings, talking 

about the look, texture, 

place they found it etc.  

To create a space walk  

5 little men 

in a flying 

saucer 

https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=2E3p_

51tJx0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Role play corner 

of rocket / 

spaceship  

 

Moonrocks made 

from different 

colours / 

textures.  

Phonics sounds 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E3p_51tJx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E3p_51tJx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E3p_51tJx0
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_gauIjaXOAhXDmBoKHTNeAwoQjRwIBw&url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Space_Shuttle_Columbia_launching_cropped_2.jpg&bvm=bv.128617741,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNH-H6B8BOgypdADqsutIHdjlsjaSg&ust=1470308747389237
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_gauIjaXOAhXDmBoKHTNeAwoQjRwIBw&url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Space_Shuttle_Columbia_launching_cropped_2.jpg&bvm=bv.128617741,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNH-H6B8BOgypdADqsutIHdjlsjaSg&ust=1470308747389237
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_gauIjaXOAhXDmBoKHTNeAwoQjRwIBw&url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Space_Shuttle_Columbia_launching_cropped_2.jpg&bvm=bv.128617741,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNH-H6B8BOgypdADqsutIHdjlsjaSg&ust=1470308747389237
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Week 2-9th Jan 

On Friday 13/1/17 

we are going to 

pretend we are 

going on a rocket 

please send your 

child with something 

named that they 

could take on the 

journey eg a helmet, 

gloves etc.  

 

 

Zoom 

rocket 

zoom 

 

Where do rockets go? 

 

To go on an imaginary 

journey on a rocket. 

(through role  play, 

dance, acting and small 

world imaginative play)To 

know that people can 

travel into space.                                                             

To find out what an 

astronaut is, what they 

do, what they wear and 

how they keep 

themselves safe.    

I’m a Little 

Astronaut 

by Jean 

Warren  

I’m a little 

astronaut Flying 

to the moon. My 

rocket is ready, 

We blast off 

soon. I climb 

aboard And 

close the hatch. 

5-4-3-2-1, off we 

blast! 

 

  

Rocket Role Play 

– watch a rocket 

launch and then 

children take on 

a chosen role and 

play co-

operatively with 

each other.  

 

Opportunity to 

take on the role 

of an astronaut  

Phonics sounds 

 

Plan a journey for a rocket, if 

you could go anywhere in the 

world (real or made up) ask the 

children where they would go, 

who they would go with and why? 

(Children to explain the 

reasoning behind their choices) 

Week 3 -16th Jan 

Please research the 

moon with your 

child and practice 

sharing the 

information (see 

homework section) 

Children could bring 

in pictures to 

prompt themselves.    

On the moon 

 

 

 

 

 

What can you see on 

the Moon?  

 

To know what the moon 

is and describe what it 

looks like.                                      

To know that people have 

been to the moon and to 

create their own flag 

that they would place on 

the moon.                     

To answer and explain: 

Do you think you will ever 

go to moon, why would 

you like / dislike to go? 

What would it be like on 

the moon? 

texture/temp/smells etc  

Zoom Zoom 

were going 

to the Moon 

https://www

.youtube.com

/watch?v=D

EHBrmZxAf

8 

Children to watch 

short clip Neil 

Armstrong’s first 

landing on the 

moon 1969 and 

then recreate in 

whatever way 

they choose.  

https://www.yout

ube.com/watch?v

=RMINSD7MmT

4 

 

 

 

 

Phonics Sounds 

A fact about the Moon: Work 

together to research the Moon. 

Children should practice saying 

their fact as they will share 

their knowledge with each other. 

We will also talk about how they 

found out the information eg on 

the internet, from a relative, in a 

book etc. Children could bring in 

photographs / pictures to 

enhance the discussion.  

e.g. “The moon has rocks.” 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DEHBrmZxAf8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DEHBrmZxAf8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DEHBrmZxAf8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DEHBrmZxAf8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DEHBrmZxAf8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMINSD7MmT4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMINSD7MmT4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMINSD7MmT4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMINSD7MmT4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Moon-Usborne-Picture-Books/dp/1409539075/ref=sr_1_11?ie=UTF8&qid=1482162462&sr=8-11&keywords=space+books+children
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Moon-Usborne-Picture-Books/dp/1409539075/ref=sr_1_11?ie=UTF8&qid=1482162462&sr=8-11&keywords=space+books+children
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Moon-Usborne-Picture-Books/dp/1409539075/ref=sr_1_11?ie=UTF8&qid=1482162462&sr=8-11&keywords=space+books+children
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Moon-Usborne-Picture-Books/dp/1409539075/ref=sr_1_11?ie=UTF8&qid=1482162462&sr=8-11&keywords=space+books+children
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Week 4 –  23rd 

Jan 

 

Goodnight 

Spaceman  

How could you inspire 

the future of space?   

To know that we live on 

earth and that there are 

other planets (The Solar 

System).                                    

To know that people have 

been into space to 

explore the feelings of 

wonder and excitement 

eg Tim Peake.                              

To come up with a range 

of questions to ask / 

record themselves asking 

/ write to Tim Peake.   

 

The Planets 

song  

https://www

.youtube.com

/watch?v=7t

099KIWVVs

&list=PL8Uav

MBMF6L926

efDRy9rXgC

NgdhNP9PD 

 

Children to watch 

landing on the 

moon / an 

interview and 

come up with 

their own 

questions to ask 

Astronaut Tim 

Peake (Record 

themselves  

Phonics Sounds 

 

Design a new space suit for a 

future space mission  

Week 5-30th Jan 

At the end of this 

week (Friday 30th 

Jan) we will display 

our star gazing 

gallery within 

Nursery.   

Please come in and 

see our art work 

when you collect 

your child.  

How to 

Catch a 

Star 

 

Why do we have 

stars?   

(Van Gough’s Starry 

Night)  

 

To know what a star is, 

how it is formed and 

where / when stars are 

seen.        

To display their 

knowledge by creating a 

representation of a star 

using a range of shapes, 

media and materials.  

To use their imagination 

to create a telescope and 

then express what they 

think they could see in a 

range of ways.  

 

 

Twinkle 

Twinkle 

Little Star  

 

https://www

.youtube.com

/watch?v=3g

AZTtCiQc8 

 

 

Children to 

create a 

telescope to look 

at the stars and 

use their 

imagination to 

express what 

they can see in 

whatever way 

they prefer eg 

by drawing, 

dancing, writing 

etc.                 

Create star 

gazing gallery in 

Nursery  

 

 

Phonics Sounds 

 

When it is dark look at the stars 

with your child or photographs 

of the nights sky. Question your 

child on what they have seen and 

give them the opportunity to 

describe. You could then allow 

them to represent this for you 

for example by creating a 

painting. (Van Gough’s Starry 

Night)  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7t099KIWVVs&list=PL8UavMBMF6L926efDRy9rXgCNgdhNP9PD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7t099KIWVVs&list=PL8UavMBMF6L926efDRy9rXgCNgdhNP9PD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7t099KIWVVs&list=PL8UavMBMF6L926efDRy9rXgCNgdhNP9PD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7t099KIWVVs&list=PL8UavMBMF6L926efDRy9rXgCNgdhNP9PD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7t099KIWVVs&list=PL8UavMBMF6L926efDRy9rXgCNgdhNP9PD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7t099KIWVVs&list=PL8UavMBMF6L926efDRy9rXgCNgdhNP9PD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7t099KIWVVs&list=PL8UavMBMF6L926efDRy9rXgCNgdhNP9PD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7t099KIWVVs&list=PL8UavMBMF6L926efDRy9rXgCNgdhNP9PD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3gAZTtCiQc8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3gAZTtCiQc8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3gAZTtCiQc8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3gAZTtCiQc8
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.cambridgesciencecentre.org/news/what-it-wee-zero-g/&bvm=bv.128617741,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHr29IKK73LI6NC43ES1ROe_JdXYA&ust=1470308534373292
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.cambridgesciencecentre.org/news/what-it-wee-zero-g/&bvm=bv.128617741,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHr29IKK73LI6NC43ES1ROe_JdXYA&ust=1470308534373292
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.cambridgesciencecentre.org/news/what-it-wee-zero-g/&bvm=bv.128617741,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHr29IKK73LI6NC43ES1ROe_JdXYA&ust=1470308534373292
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.cambridgesciencecentre.org/news/what-it-wee-zero-g/&bvm=bv.128617741,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHr29IKK73LI6NC43ES1ROe_JdXYA&ust=1470308534373292
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Week 6-6th Feb 

Please could you 

send your child into 

Nursery on Monday 

with a plain pair of 

pants/shorts for 

them to decorate 

this week 

Aliens in 

underpants 

save the 

world 

 

 

 

Who could save the 

world?  

 

 

 

To design, create and 

evaluate a pair of 

underpants for an alien 

to save the world.               

To recount the 

experience of the 

spaceship that crash 

landed into Nursery. 

What happened first? 

Who could it be? Where 

have they come from? 

How could we take care 

of them?                                    

To move rhythmically like 

an alien in response to 

Holst’s The Planets.  

 

Holst’s The 

Planets  

 

https://www

.youtube.com

/watch?v=Isi

c2Z2e2xs 

 

 

Space ship and 

aliens wearing 

underpants crash 

land into nursery 

– what shall we 

do? Where have 

they come from? 

How could we 

take care of 

them?  

 

Phonics Sounds  

Planned holiday homework – 

preparation for next topic. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Isic2Z2e2xs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Isic2Z2e2xs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Isic2Z2e2xs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Isic2Z2e2xs
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiamcKzoKfOAhXBORQKHTGBCAEQjRwIBw&url=http://momfilter.com/kid-diy/curious-jane-how-to-draw&bvm=bv.128617741,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEpUokaDiQuePrMuNeSoCvahsYbbw&ust=1470382634062324
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiA5I7-zIDRAhUEVxQKHRK-CfkQjRwIBw&url=https://www.amazon.com/Aliens-Underpants-Save-World-Books/dp/144242768X&bvm=bv.142059868,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGLtYDTSQuQEqrWcCRLgfn34c-fow&ust=1482248736386272

